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3/1/41 ommerce And 5ndus„try.Samuel G Smith Hitlsbcro.T.ia. Pocahontas Co 
In IBB8 and I 89 O Andrew Tooddell of near Eiray operated a circa 
lar mill on Laurel Creek and other parts of Pocahaitas County,his first 
set was on Laurel Creek or the headwaters of Stany ieek^nother set was 
at the John Adam place,and another set at Henry Shea^rs place.John Salf¬ 
ord did most of the skidding and Auburn Friel was swyer.the fireman was 
J.Luther McNeill now living at Marl inton, this timber was sawed for Peters 
and Gay and rafted to Ronceverte, 1 7»Va.Inl890 Janes (Jim) Thite of laurel 
Creek bought' bought a circular mill from Sam Gay and ladrew TooddeWr an 
v:en i to Elk near Slaty Fork and sawed for Jacob Slmrp and from there the 
moved across the creek to the Hite place then owned by 3iarp and from 
there to the foot of Gauley Mountain near Slatyfork and in Jec .90 moved 
back up Elk to the Henry Sharp place and sawed for a man by the name of 
lirovm of Elkins,Sara Gay did the skidding and the briber was taken to 


tfaley Head in Randolph County and loaded there. 


In 9 I they moved to the head of Elk and sewed a set for George 
annah,.jhell^ and u^Hannah did the skidding,and from there they moved 
to Big springs and sawed for fhomas Vandervert,alao soae for the Gatewood 
Brothers and from there they moved to Clhverlick ad sawed a set for Jac- 
0 . average some of this lumber was sold locally bit the ~reater part was 
r,.. ...1 to .onceverte.In 1892 they moved to Stony bottom and sawed a set 
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rQP An(l I Q <luatry.Gamut 1 0 Smith HI lletooro.Vf.Va. Pocahontas County. 

In ly?6 Preston 0 Ourry and John 0 Haupt of Marllnton beught a clr 
Mfc ular mill from Gilbert Wllfong of near Buckeye on the river road and tot - 
\^m mtd a partnership known as Curry And Haupt .they out mine ties and lumber 
flllfongs and finished up and moved to Walter HivelyB on Thorny Cr k and 
■J wWd a set and from there they ewnt to Austin Sharps near Frost and 
| Q set.and torn there they moved to J.O Harpers pn Knapps Creek.and from there 

P they bought timber from 1 luier Moore and set the mill near Jam 

upon completion of this set they sold the mill to Park Mclaughlln but bou¬ 
ght a new mill and moved It to Stephen Hole Run on the farm of T.B MctJeel 
from whom they had bought a boundary of timber and upon completion moved 
to the f arm 0 f Carl 0 Beard of near MlUpoint and cut a set there .and from 
there moved the mill to Porter SharpB and sawed a set there and from thee they 
moved to the- foot of 1 lk fountain and sawed a set on the 1 Ills 8harp place 
and from here they moved to the c.G and Sallie McGuire farm on Ilk this was 
in I93fi> aKilXIIMKJfXkllWKttXggiXXXJXKfKft and from there they moved to the Birdie 
0 Dilley farm and sawed 15 Q 000 feet and bought 55,000 from John and Frankie 
Dumirt and 5 , 000 feet was bought from William Gilmore, be Bides 130,000 that 
McGuire put in to this set from the McGuire farm,this timber was sawed for 
C.G McGuire and JameB Gibson and was cut and skidded by them,'.<111 lams & Plftr 
handled the lumber for McOuirt and Gibson.From 1 lk Ourry And Haupt moved their 
mill to Jaoksons River in Vs. and sawed for Burruss land And Lumber Co.of 
Lynchburg Va. he re they sawed 6 million feet and moved to Bol&rs Draft Va.A 
sawed 3 million. 

Their next act was in W.Va. on porter and Katie SharpB place here here 
they sewed 13 00,000 for the Right lumber Oo.of Bristol Term.This was in 1932 
end it was at this operation that Kaupt died in 32.and T/.W Harper of Euckhonn - 
on boufeht Mra. Haupt out and they began operating under the name of Curry & Har- 
ptr.this joo was completed and they moved the mi u to T&e west Union Church and 
eaw< d ^ million net ror/ The i w. 

, . t , t lElU Wr Co ' of BTUtoU/ltn. ,«t thl. „ t 
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Smith page f 2 of Curry And Harptr. 

U 1 J. ins farm on f ur< 1 nek,which was cut and skidded by Lulltns. 

.urry & Harptr bought logs from 1 dvrin Buzzard and from the 1 . L Bt_ 
r r j farm on hilliams Rivtr cut and skidd e d by Curry And Harptr v;ith horsts 
rnd s cattrpillar tractor and it was at this set that the mill burned dovm 
f chty finished this set and moved the a tw mill to Stamping Creek v;her« it is 
operetirg at the present time as they truck logs from all over the ]^e r e n d 
of pocahontas and the upper end of Greenbrier Co.and so far they have sawed 
n <ar 4 million feet which is trucked to karion and Pulaski Va,to Clarksburg, 
Rainelle and to llkins to the home stead, be sides what goes to lit. Ary .N. C.the 
flooring .furniture and crating lumber goes to Clarks burg. h'.Va. 

The sawyers on these optratins have been 5ert Roberts and Jo fc MCK— 
enney.the lum'oer graders,J.R Guthrie and Keith T/ilt. 

Th^y have 6 trucks,I caterpillar tractor and I team of horses to do 
the SMiiag skidding and trucking of the logs, "hey employ from 27 to 30 aitn 


and at# present they have a mill operating in Va.near Eolar Springs and anotlA 
operating in Greenbrier Co.They run a boarding house and as Curry has a gen. 
store in Marlinton his hands do their trading there.This operation has meant 
a lot# to gocahontas County. 

Inf oxmation. p. C Curry. idar lint on. . Va. 

C.G leGuire. » • »» 


"he mill is set on the v.illiara H C&ckley farm near the Stamping Creek 


Church. 












V 


Comm free And Tnd..-*— ; 

, _inductry^And Coaarroe g ^ JJ|nltb> K illeboro ,V .Vn 

I comnurce And Industry.Seuauel g Smith, illsboro, .*'a.?ocshontas Co 


J 


C7 oht i.idd Kirby And jJ.lly lumber Co.were operating in the 
jjtaci oi th hollow on a branch of Trump un the farm now owned by f .P 
uiddiThe Lilly lumber Co,wa 6 operating at Kinton at this time and the Kidd 
Kirby and Lilly Lumber Co.we r e aapitalized at lIOO. 000.00 and the main 
stockholders v,ere p.p Kidd 0/ C.H Kirby and the Lilly Lumber Co.of Hinton 


At this s&t they sawed between 6 and 7 .000.000 this lumber was 


taken to the main line of the c & 0 by a narrow gauge r r -down to the 

mouth of Locust,they opej&ted here until 1912 and moved to the ..illiam 

^cClure farm and operated here until I 914 .This was a 6 foot circular 
mill.and upon completion F.P Kidd operated at Kinnison operating the 
upper end of the cenmar tract that was operated by the Maryland Lumber Co. 

they put in a swinging bridge across the Greenbrier at Kinnison to bring 

the logs to the w e s t side of the river where the mill was set, a good lumber 
town sprang up at Kinnison during this operation as they had a store nd 
several dwelling houses for the m en and their families.This operation fu¬ 
rnished employment to from 40 to 50 men. 

Inf-F.P Kidd Beard. W.Va. 

J.R Cut lip. " '» 

^ 2 - 

In 1936 A.G Killingsworth of Mar lint on operated a tract of timber 
he bought from Moss Miller of Buckeye.w.Va.Park Mclaughlin sawed this 
set with his mill this was virgin timber and mostly TThite and Red Oak that 
cut out? choice lumber part of it was bill stuff and brought a fancy price 
this was skidaed with Killingsworths hors e s driven by MarionR>ward. 


Another of his operations was at Clover lick, sawed by Mclaughlin 
and in 19^ he bought a boundary on Stamping Creek but sold it to Lee Bax- 
low of Marlinton but is bei ng out ^ 8kidd e d by KillingsworthB men and 


hors e s.Killingsworth opiates a plaining mill at Marlinton also does contra* 
ing.ana hashiilt some 0 f .Liarlintone better buildings,also sells building 
C ricl. filler.Buckeye.y/.Vat& my own personal knov/ledge ) 
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Industry And Commerce 

> ' *- R.T^uith, Hillsboro,17. Va 

S '° . tlct Industry. Samuel c» Smith Lillsboro.TT.Ya.Pocahontas Co. 

.n 19 X and QJ The D te r Cr«tk Lumber Co. was operating on Stamping 
r^ek nfar where the 8t angling Creek stands today they w e r e operating the 
timber 1 rom the ..illiam H ..aa e farm and at present owned by OH Hook B£X this 
r.as a circular mill and they had a tram road irom the mill to the timber so¬ 
me 2 miles or more, they used an incline, a druivand a wire cable.driven by an 

'r- r / ) 

engine i|his brought th.e log trucks back from tie mill to the woods,of ten the p 


log trucks were high in the air on a trestle oat the cable would let them go 
down the grade in a safe way.. The main mill of this company was operating 
st Dee r Creek. 

william iisenhuth was the foreman on Stamping Creek and his wife run 
the boarding house.At the first of this operation the y used horses to o rlng ^ 
the empty log trucks Lack to the woods. 

Lillis Kill,?oe i, eiford,Remus Rogers and Cii Gladwell and B.C Hayes 
were teamsters/ Jack and Gordon of Greenbrier cut the timber and Charlie Kar- 
ouff worked by tie day as a laborer. 

Inf.B.C Kayes Millpoint.W.Ya. 

D. 1 Ruckman. ' ' ' ' 
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’'commerce And i nduetry “" 0 

Shoe Last Factory '- 1,Rlllaboro ’' ; > Vp -- p °cahonteB County. 

Sh ° e laEt factor y was put in at Spice Run,a man by the 

nwne of Frank Knox of Wisent 

, n was £ e neral manager,this oneration t oo k 

place on the I ast s1r?e _ 

side of the Greenbrier River. 

d hard Laple for the last's this lumber thSy bought fran 

Run Lumber Company, the last's or blocks thht they were/Ho be 


from were cut and put in a Dry Kiln after this drying process they 
T.tpe ready to be shipped to New York,however they failed to ship many as 
the plant burned down but they rebuilt it but failed to operate again 
this was in 1924. 


Information Frank Knag). Denmar.T7,Va. 
Winters Cochran Beard •' 
Sidney McCoy »• it 
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3.0 Sislth .Hillsboro, 
x; Va. 


John Raine And Company. 


In 1907 John Raine of Ironton Ohio came to Pocah- 
° ntas County ,7.>st V a . in the quest of timber locating and buying some 
1250 acres of timber for approximately $20.000.oo he took in as partne- 
r ® Carrier and L.G Swing and doing business as John Raine and Co. 

They set the mill about the center of the tract 
0f ti “^er on the head of Stamping Creek close to the foot of Cranberry 
fountain. On the Millpoint to Richwood Road. 

Their boundary started not far above the Sta¬ 
mping Creek church followed the bridge or backbone of Little Moun¬ 
tain to a point on Viney Mt, from there to the head of the hollow that 
leads to Cranberry River and Cranberry Glades around the Mountain to¬ 
ward the High Rocks taking in the Blue Lick and the Chestnut Ridge to 
the creek. 

T hey put in a six foot or poney band mill run 

fit a short time and it burned down they then set in a steam feed circ¬ 
ular mill. They built a store .boarding house and about 20 dwelling ho¬ 
uses and called the place Raine Town this section is still known as Rai¬ 
ne town although the houses are all gone but two or three. 


The timber cut was mostly all hard wood,namely 

cherry,red and white oak ,ash and chestnut. 


Raine had a locomotive / and a loader , railroads 

tracts were built up the hollows to shorten the hail in skidding which 
was quite steep in places ^ teams or & horses were used in the skidding, 
Two men wer^killed during their operation Emm¬ 
ett ttinghampf Millpoint was killed cutting timber by a falling tree, 


Ben Ra.r.sey of Caesar e Mt. was killed on the log train he was brake- 





I0/II/40 


Page 2- 

John Raine A Co. S.G.S 

train was running away and somehow in trying to apply the 
mkcB waB between two cars and when they wrecked he was crushed by 
a log and 0, k Hook^ the engineer jumped to safety and escaped with 
minor injuries although the logs had him pinned down, D-B Kellison 
of Pinpoint, the fireman jumped to safety and was unhurt save for 
cuts and bruises he recieved from landing in rocks and gravel. 

Raine Town was a lively little lumber town it 
furnished employment to several men besides the ones living in the^^T^ 
ses as they employed some 35 men not counting the skilled workers, 
foreman etc. Their payrollwas $2,500.00 each month this furnished a 
market for tte near by farmers for their surplus commodities, namely 
eggs, dairy products,meat and truck crops. 


About as fast as the lumber was sawed it was 
loaded on standard gauge cars shipped out on Warn Lumber Co. R.R to 
the main line of the C&8 and to the many lumber markets in the east¬ 
ern part of the U.S . Raine Town is between 3 &4 miles from Millpoint 

of/. 

Op/ the Richwood Road and on the head waters of Stamping Creek. 


John Raine was a very influential man in for 
every thing that was for the betterment of the community in which he 

lived and worked ,helped with all church work and made large contri- 
butinssto the church. 


They finished up this operation in 1913 ship¬ 
ped out all the. lumber and machinery ,thus ended one of Pocahontas 
County s larger lumber operations and was greatly missed when the pay¬ 
roll not only stopped but the market for the farmers commodities. 

Raine Town today is merely 2 or 3 houses and 
that is all that is left of the 


once thriving town. 



' , . „„ tl118 °P rratl °" John Ralne and hln broker 

late Thomm Ralne rounded the head™ River Lumber Company at Rain- 

elile,.. ,Va. one or the largest hardwood operations In Jl.Va. John Rallle 
represented Greenbrier County ror one term In the Legislature. 

John Raine passed on August,26/40 thus the passing of 
one of the best citizens ofthe Greenbrier Valley. 


Information -—Luther Ray Milfcoint W,Va. 

Owen nH ook 11 }* 

Joseph Sharp •' " 

C.W,Auldridge »' " 

Pocahontas Times Marlinton ' 

• i i ■ 


Court Records 





Eilleboro ,Tf .Ya 


The T mpire 7,'ood Company. 

In 1912 while the Tomb Lumber Company waB oper&t— 
ln &, a kindling wood factory wag-a ct u p - gut Blabs and all ot- 
hfr rough lumber of no value for building purposes this was 
done with a rip saw and cut off saw, these slabs and boards 
were ripped in to narrow strips cut in short blocks taken by 
^levator up in a dry kiln that was 100ft. high there they were 
d^Hed sent back down a slide to the press where they were pre¬ 


ssed in to bundles tied with a string and stored ready for shi¬ 
pment. 


George L Hyde was general manager fpr the- kindl¬ 
ing wood factory they had a rep. and salesman iir'New York City 
where it was sold for 10 cents per bundle. Lr 


They shipped from 8 to 10 cars a month . IThen the Tomb Lumber 
Coqapany ceased to operate The T mpire TTood Company their cont¬ 
ract for the slabs and other waste lumber from the mill that 
they cut in to kindling so ir. 1914 they cleaned up and moved 


out thus passed out the first and last mill that produced no¬ 
thing but kindling This was used in New York to start coal 
fires in furnaces and other coal burning stoves, 


Information- 


Glenn McComb-tfatoga W Va. 

George McComb-Watoga W Va. 


Dennis Dunn- 


-TTatoga W.Va. 
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Conroeroe And Industry.Samuel G Smith illcboro.~.Va. Pocahontas Co. 
I-arlin Lumber Company. 

* e Carlin Lumber Company started ope ra tion in 1920 and finished 
in 1933, this operation took place at Stillwell,*.Va. about one mile be¬ 
low t-arlinton,in what is known as Stillhouse Hollow. 



In this company were the following,Dr.M.S Wilson pres.and Isfl. 
Williams,and burton Wilson Gen.managers at different times during the 
operation,among the stockholders in this company were the following 
r.L.3 ilsontKeritt)George, Nathan and Burton all brothers.A.C Pifer, 

E.H illiams,Lee barlow,and J.A . cLaughlin. 

luring their operation at Stillwell they sawed 52.000.000 feet 
and this came from approximately 13-000 acres this includes land in the 
Buckley Mountains,on Beaver Creek and Knapps Creek,besides some timber 
on Browns Creek that was trucked to near Laden bottom and loaded on the 
log train.one tract of timber aggregating 94-70 acres was formerly owned 
by Greenbrier niver i-uraber Co.and covers land on lcnapps -.reek, Greenbrier 
.iver,Improvement Lick Bun,Monday Lick Hun,Stillhouse Hun,Laden Bottom, 
and rutler Hollow. 


-hey had a rin ie band mill and the sawyer was r'loyd Lovelace, 


.r.ey naa a pin -ie Dana mill ana 
the lum.be/ ^ader was Znery Adkison.and 


/ r 

; Br-ery Adkison,and James "* Forney run a commisary 
for the co.:hey had 2 log engines,one los r loader and about 30 log or ^ r ” 





/ 

1 1 *W a 


arJSn Lumber Co.^re « 2 


air. trucks,John offman 


* 


■ among 

Meredith logging contractors be- 


i8te "‘ lUu:r *-re engineers.ihis -o.worked 

about 75 men besiden .k„ 

the work that -as done by contractors and 

them were A.J Jock of Se ebert and 
sides the some 8 or 9 teams of the 

■some Simmons of Hillsboro sawed a set for this Co.on Browns 

-reek. 

Before this operation took place there was one or two farm hou¬ 
ses at what was later known as Stillwell hut at the last of this operat¬ 
ion there were from 8 to 10 houses, a boarding house that was run by 
^rown IlcComb and his wife,a school house besides the buildings used by 
the co and today you find a string of houses here and it is still known 
as/Stillwell,but the school has been discontinued and the children go to 
Marl in ton to school.Part of this area cut over by The I.:arlin Lumber Go. 
was land logged in the days of the white pine by Smith k T biting for the 
° t.Lav/rence Boom a Lfg.Co. of lionceverte. 

roa/Jo were built from Stllwell up the holloa, up tnapps Creek 
and un all the hollows of their holdings and if all in one would have 
made quite a long distance of n.p 

upon completion this mill was sold for junk thus the pasein- of 
oCi-.iontas .ountys larger lumber operations .this operation gre- 





r n Lumber io.J-'ar* it o « n _ 

S * p ocahontae Co. 

a::., ’-■enofittad Larlinton aa it u 

U furnlBh ^ employment to many of her pe¬ 
ople.and at thiB time was one of + h~ 

ne of the very few industries operating in 

' 115 ° eCtl0n ° f ^ Comt y >therefore the lumbering operations at Still- 

boost the population of tarlinton and made employment for 

’"'•any of her people. 

information. E.H Klliara.Karlinton.’ST.Va. . - 

M.S 'Vilson, • i ii 

James.7 Forney. " »» 

John Coffman. »» »t 

Court -oiecords. »» »• 

















^^^^-Commcrce And i ndU8t 

S Lute Ann „ C ry,8 * G Smlth Hilleboro,W,Va.Focehont&s County. 

VKolalth of B ei lngto Randolph County and a man by the name of 

r and Levl v ^ * * CaJSt t0 Poc ah°ntae County and bought timber from John 

acres f TOm ^ ***** rCcorded as *<>11ovb July II,I 9 II about 400 

Gay aJld Lee his wife amount oaid $5000.00 and in I 9 I2 

John D and Allfe n 

ay sold them a tract of timber for Sl, 5 00.00 deed dated 
November ig tqto n T 

They also J “ COarty TOS clerk of «■« County Court at that time. 

ought a small amount of timber from hinnle Tyler of near I dray. 

They set their Circular mill on the William Wooddell farm at the 


n0Uth ° f tBe DrKft and J uet above where the Fair Ground,Brush Country 
Road crosses stony Creek.They built a boardin 6 house for the men and 
erected stables to care for their horses S in number as they did their 
om skidding and most of their cutting. 

This Gay timber was located on and near Ilk Mountain as they 
operated the timber on the face of Ilk Mountain up to the big turn on 
theold road. 

They had a locomotive,but loaded by hand,this was not a standard 
gauge engine nor was it a narrow gauge.it was in between.track was lay- 
ed from the mill to the foot of Elk Mountain or a distance of approxima¬ 
tely 4 miles Book now a farmer of Stamping Creek was one 
of the locomotive engineers as wen a s William Waugh then of Ronceverte. 
The sawyers were vert Roberts and 1.0 Smith* and it was estimated they 
cat between 5 and 6 million feet at this set. This lumber was mostly Red 
and White Cak with some chestnut and was shipped out about as fast as 

as modt of it went to the Government and mostly heavy tim- 

bere cut from white Oak. 

This (jfration finished up in 1915 the mll i „ ae tal! en down and 





lacinish 


r 0 vfd south the l og e n( ri n e T 'p 7 

r. , E 2 ° r 3 lo e tr ein trucks we r e b0 u*ht bv . „ 

filler of Pennsylvania and at that ^ 

ana at that time operating near Bartow n e fir 
head of the Oree n brie r River. th 

They employed something like 2 0 „e„ on the „ m Mj ln the 
eoods besides 6 that operated the train and kept up the track there, 
fore the payroll of this lumber Job meant a lot to Pocahontas County 
and especially to tfarlinton as the clothing and grocery stores did 
a flourishing business during the time the timber of this county 

nas being operated as the woodsman had to have warm clothing and 
plenty of good substantial food. 

This operation did not affect the growth of Pocahontas Coun 
in the least directly but the taxes this company paid helped with 
our county government. 

There is no trace of thhs operation at thiB time . 


Information-J.V McKinney 
O.M Hook 
Court Records 


Harlinton !7.Va.Rfd. 
Millpoint 1 * 
Marllhton •» 




The first saw mill in the Greenback Community was 


owned and operated by the pioneer Wooddells; Probably 
Joseph Wooddell, the Revolutionary V7ar veteran, that set¬ 
tled on the lands of Thomas Certmill and Abraham Ingram. 
Cartmill conveyed his land to Abraham Ingram on June 13, 

1798 and Ingram conveyed to Wooddell about 1800. Ingram 
may have developed the water power for this mill. The 
lumber that finished the old colonial mansion house of 
Jacob Warwick at Clover Lick was sawed on this mill and 
was rurnished by Mr. V.ooddell about one hundred and tw¬ 
enty-five years ago. A tilt hammer was installed at 
this mill which was greatly needed by the pioneers in 
making tools and implements of iron and steel. This 
machine was used in drawing out and flanning large iron 
and steel for making wagon tires, horse shoes, shovel 
plows, bolts, nails and shaping out heavy iron work. 

Mr. R. W. Brown, who gave me the information on these first 
mills, thinks it very doubtful whether the people who now 
live in the town of Greenbank know that a machine of this 
kind, oalled the Tilt Hammer, was operated in this town. 

The sight of the old mill and tilt hammer is on the land 
of Henry Wooddell; the pit and embankments may be seen 

on the west side of the road between Martin Sutton's 
blacksmith shop and Henry Wooddell's house. The old mill 
reoe is no. used for the county road. This mill ass . 

greet labor saver for the community and had its niche in 
the early development or the community. 





Harmon Conrad of Frederick County, Maryland, pur- 
the William Taylor Grant from John Brown on August 
1799 » and began to harness the water power of North 
° riC whlch was called Cartmills Creek at that time. His 
Son > Solomon Conrad, who was a veteran of the War of 1818 
after going through the war and being honorably discharged 
took oharge of the home place. About 1840 , he built and 
operated an up and down saw mill until the close of the 
Civil War. in connection with the saw mill he had a dry 
kiln, and always had some of the very best white pine lum¬ 
ber to sell. in that day no log was sawed into lumber 
unless it was the very best. This mill was a great benefit 
in the development and advancement of the Greenbank com- 
y* The old mill site and the Solomon Conrad home¬ 
stead, has been the home of 0. L. Orndorff, a grandson, who 
in 1893 employed Hobart J. Burns to reroof and weatherboard 
the old home; and Newton Ervin and Warwick -udson to re- 
buna the ohimneys. This is the oluest house in the Oreen- 

0 °“ y ’ haVing at °° 4 hundred and fifteen years 
tore. It in on colonial style, „ith its massive ohim- 
ueys, old time fire places, and spacious mantels. it is 

standi 1,16 St8te ° f PreSerVati ° a a " 4 * aa **• serene, of 
standing another oentury. 

Alone about tha year of io25 or 1830, John Yaager 
had erected a saw min 

Fork, and uuilt a da ^ °° k ri “’ * braDCh * N ° rth 

a complete piece of r ° 0l “' WM ° h " a ° 

Feet high and about ^ 1,811 883 ‘h 1 '*' 611 

undred feat long; the inside was 
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1 Hied with olay and dirt at an angle of about one to one 
Q nd a half. „hen the dam was full of water, it covered 
®bout an acre of ground. ±'ne venerable John E. Uuw, when 

a young man, worked for Mr. Yeager and sawed lumoer on his 
®ill. He said that the dam was lu^i. of mountain trout, and 
that he would start the mill to sawing, then he wouru cat.cn 
trout for ten or fifteen minutes until the mill had run the 
line; during the day he would oatch a basket of fish and 
keep the mill running at the same time. This old mill 
site is about two miles from the Yeager Homestead and the 
Allegheny battlefield, on the Block Run. The Yeager mill 
dam blocked the run; hence the name "Block Run". The Worth 
Fork Lumber Company in building their railroad tore down 
part of the wall to make room for their track. The line 
of the Monongahela National Forest passes through the old 
mill dam. This mill was a great help to the settlers on 
the top of the Allegheny Mountain. The finish lumber for 
the old log church on the Allegheny Mountain was sawed on 
this mill. 


The first timber cut for export was cut just 
before the Civil War at Cass by James Atlee Prioe. This 
was sent down to Marlinton and sawed on an up and down 
saw mill about one half mile above Marlinton where River¬ 
side now is. 

ihe North found out during the Civil "ar about 
the white pine in the Greenbrier Valley. Coloi 1 Cecil 
Clay of New York, a friend of the Roosevelt family, came 
to see about it. in 1876 he had cut and floated to 
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Roncoverte, 

Pine. 


the nearest railroad, a large amount of white 


The first circular saw mill and steam engine in 
brought to the Greenbank Community was in the year 1884. 

It was located about one hundred yards east of the county 
road on Dismal .Run and was owned by a man by the name of 
Pain. The mill was operated by a man by the name of Wil¬ 
liam F. Gum. The name Dismal Hun came from the faot that 
the white pine and hemlock trees stood so thick that the 
sun could not penetrate the foliage of the trees and the 
place was so dark and gloomy that the early settlers dubbed 
it with the name "Dismal Run". 

During the 80*s and the 90's the St. Lawrence Boom 
and Manufacturing Company at Ronceverte cut hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of feet of white pine. All of this white pine was 
driven down the Greenbrier to Ronceverte. During this 
time they constructed a splash dam aoross Rosin Run and, when 
they had the logs rolled in, they turned the dam loose and 
floated the logs to North Fork, thenoe to the Greenbrier 
River and on to Ronceverte. They began to open the dam 
on the logs about the latter days of February and about the 
first of May, 1883, they completed the drive to the North 
Fork. About two million feet of white pine was driven 
down the Rosin Run by the splash dam system. This work 
was under the supervision of Alex MoLain and H. A. Yeager. 

The old splash dam is on the lands now owned by J. B. Sutton. 
‘ ne vjt ’* Ltll,rence Boom and Manufacturing Company also out 
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oherry, walnut, ash, and poplar, and floated it down the 
river on rafts to Ronceverte. They perhaps cut more cherry 
than all the other kinds of timber put together. 

The rafting points were, Clover Lick, Stony Bottom, 
Marlinton, Buckeye, and Seebert. 

Then the railroads came and the oak, pine, hem¬ 
lock, and spruce, known as the "Northern hardwood mixture" 
began to be developed. 

The first big company to come into the county 
after the railroad was built was the West Virginia Pulp 
and Paper Company at Cass. After forty years, it is still 
in operation. For twenty-five years they sent out a train 
load of twenty-five cars to Covington daily. At one time 
there were three thousand men on their payroll. This is 
the only Dig operation in the county at the present time. 

They are doing a lot of flooring and finishing lumber. ir 
anyone in Pocahontas County were to order flooring from 
Montgomery Ward & Company, it would probably have come from 
Cass. The ..'est Virginia Pulp and Paper Company use modern 
forestry methods so as to provide for a continuous crop. 

The best measured acre of spruce in the county out 
144,000 feet. This was at Mountain Aiok Hun on Williams 
River. 

About 1904, the Cherry River Lumber Company start¬ 
ed operating in the County. They operated for thirty miles 
through the county and are still cutting. 

For a number of years there were ten thousand men 
at work on the various lumber operations. Pooahontas County 
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Hiver. .bout 1 „ 15> luBberlog M> at lts 

population of the oounty was about twenty-two 

persona. When most of the operations had out out 

the population decreased ten thousand. 

* ,, an average 

me following were saw mill towns with population 

of three hundred: Wildell, May, Gertrude, Burner, Notting¬ 

ham, Thornwood, Watoga, Campbelltown, Stilwell, Reintown, 
Winterburn, Hosterman, Clover Liok, Warn Town, Raywood, 

Deer Creek, and Denmar. 

Many hundreds of miles of railroad was in oper¬ 
ation. All of the companies operating at the above named 
towns had railroads, some as much as seventy-five miles. 
Besides these large operations, there were many 


fair sized ones. 

The cut over land has been largely taken up by the 
United States Government for the Monongahela National Forest 
which owns seventy percent of the area of the oounty. The 
State of West Virginia owns twenty-two thousand aores in 


state parks. 

The largest land holdings in the oounty belonged to 

the West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company, the Cherry River 
Lumber Company, and the Pocahontas Tanning Company* 



In refe renoe to the operations of the St. Lawrence 
and Manufacturing Company which I mentioned on page four, 

t ho f i rs + BphS + 

wnite pine cut to be driven down the river to them 
-'onoeverte, w Qs in the year 1882 and John Driscoll was 
the man who had the contract. The white pine was cut on 
t-e Moore farm at Dunmore. About a year later, Capt.-A. E. 
Smith and James V/hiting under the firm name of Smith and 
•Vhiting started cutting white pine on Laurel Run where Den- 
mar now is. They cut here and on Knapps Creek for six or 
eight years and each year had ten million feet of white 
pine driven down Knapps Creek and Greenbrier River to 
the St. Lawrence Boom and Manufacturing Co. at Ronceverte. 


/let. 


A 


ft 
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In 1906 J R Droney of the state of No* York came to 
Keet Virginia to buy some timber land he came to Pocahontas Co, 
and bought between 8000 and 10, ooo acres on the east side of Gree¬ 
nbrier River from Rock Run just above Burnside a flag stop of the 
Greenbrier Division of the C and 0 Railroad to above Violet which 
is another stop flag station of the C and 0 then up Beaver Creek 
by Hovard Underwoods the entire valley from there toward Burr 

Vallry this covered the entire area of Pyles Hourtain, Island Lick, 
Chicken House Run which is just across the river from Seebert.W Va. 

A mill site was selected at what is now known 
as r?atoga,W.Va and there the mill was set up it was a single band 
niHl which had a circular saw set beside to cut the small logs. 

They built 25 or more dwelling houses,a boarding house, a store 
building post office, and school house,telephone service was ext¬ 
ended thereand everything made ready to start operation which sta¬ 
rted in March 1906 , James Cook of Buckeye and A.J Cook of Seebert 
W .Vac contracted the skidding but George McComb of Watoga and Idd 
Whiting of Pennsylvania skidded up Beaver Creek and a million 
feet elsewhere on the job Morris and Kimes also had a *'contract 
during the operation of this tract of timber. 

Around 175 men were used in the woods on the 


train ,on the mill and loader 2 locomotives and I loader*w£^used^ 
30 to 4o horses R-R tracks were laid from the mill at Watoga up 
to Violet and up Beaver Creek, other tracks were laid to head of 
Chicken #ouse run and to the head of Island Lick Run. 

This company operated for approximately 4- yrs 
or 1910 and ran into difficulty and a new company took it over 
this time it operated under the name of Tomb Lumber Company 
William Tomb of Philadelphia, Pa. was General manager they op- 


^Oc, 


WEF- Dron *y as?o*. 

W jr 8 .G.Smith. 

^ or another 4 years or until 1914 and they to were 

t0 QUlt ^ thie it was taken over by Watoga Lu- 

pany receivership for the company the Job was com¬ 
pleted in 1916 . 

This Watoga operation meant a lot to this sec¬ 
tion of the country as it furnished a market for surplus farm 
^ products of the surrounding territory namely dairy products 
poultryj^egge^ meat / and truck crops. The Company built a sch¬ 
ool house and tie county furnished the teacher for the children 
of the employees. Sunday School and preaching were held in 
the school building for the inhabitants of this lumber town. 

Approximately SO million feet were cut at Watoga 
besides the tan bark that was peeled and shipped out., to 
- tanneries all over the United States. 77ages paid at Watoga 
j wap I .50 to $ 2.00 with board or $2 25 to $ 3-00 and board 
I yourself, the lumber was all shipped out and the mill taken 
down part of the rail and other equipment was bought by the 
Neel end Son Lumber Company operating near the head of the 

Greenbrier River the rest was disposed of elsewhere and shi¬ 
pped out of the country, at the close of this operation the 

houses with a suitable plot of ground was sold to the peop- -—s 
le from other sections of the state most of these were colo- y 

red people and today we find a number of colored famalies liv_i J 
ing therewith a store,Postoffice,and a school when there is 
enough children to run a school.The Government having bought 
the mountain land to grow in to a forest. 

One of my informants George McComb who is up in SO 
years old worked at Watoga at day work alBO contract work,anot¬ 
her informant Dennis Dunn worked a number of years at Watoga and 







*W-r/k o Pocahontas County.-- ^ 

~ ~Splcf Run Lumber Company—- - 

In I9IP Jamre Tlynn of Charleston Kaarxah Oounty came to Pocahontas 
County looking for timber and upon locating what he wanted went back to 
Charleston and formed a company and in it were James Flynn,Gus and Mark 
F lynn along with some other stockholders at Charleston,and New York and 
forming what was known as The Spice Run Lumber Company which operated 
a short distance below Beard,W.Va or near the mouth of Spice Run on the 

Greenbrier River. 

The first tiber bought was from J.R Drone y ,The Pocahontas Timber Co 
Inc.and E.m Arboga 6 t a Real Estate operator all on the East side of the 
Greenbrier River and extending up the river to The Maryland Lumber Co. 
cuttings. 

They started operation in 1913 s set in a single band mill built 
25 dwelling houses for the men and their families,a boarding house 
and a company store in which the post Office was kept. 

They had 2 locomotives and a loader R.R tracks were built from 
the mill at Spice Run across the Greenbrier River and up the hollows 
to the head of Spice Run and Davys Run and in the immediate section 
of the Seaverlick kt.this was standard gauge and was built mostly wilh 
Italian labor. 

W.C Bariett of Cincinnati Ohio and Charlie Briggs of Glen Ray 
W.Va were Superintendents for the Spice Run Lumbe r Company, Bariett 
at the firBt of the operation and Briggs after,R.E Turpin-and of Pa. 
and a man by the name of Brosioue were the book keepers,and Dr's Gooch 
and Rich were the Company doctors. 

The mill was tft on what was known as the Rube McKeever or the 
Joe perkins farm. 

They employed some 125 men in the wood8,on the miU and an the 
train and the common labprers received from $2.50 to $3.00 a day. 




and industry,S.G 9 Hillsboro 

n s Di e 17. Va. Poc ^onta8 County 

p Pun Lumbft- Company #2 

-aving partially finished on the last side of the Greenbrier 
he y decided to buy timber on the TTeBt side of the river their 
ranking daily trips up the C & 0 line to Hill Run and up Kill Run 
-oseing fce State Road on a spur of Droop Mountain about l£ miles below 
Hillsboro thence up and across Caesar Mountain to Eruffeys Creek and to 

Loben a and ^ nii 1 ^Q ree ] c to the head or to tie Cherry River Cutting,tlsy 
bought timber from the following, 

,, „ ( Location) 

Nancy R and G,H Dean—Near Lobelia— 

A*M& J.M Simmons 


Rush Run 
Droop Mt. 

Cherry River 
Near Lobelia 

Bruffeys Creek & Htlls^ei 


Hills'&eek 


A.D.W Hill 
Edwin L Beard 
C.tfF&Mary H Hill 
J •C Kinnison 
J-W & L.M Bobbett 
J.L & Sarah V ClowsQ: 

A.W & Meta J Hill '' 

C.M & Azlia Anderson 11 

George & Mary E Sutton-Hear Lobelia 

R*C & Arminda V Cutlip — Droop Mountain 

L.C & T.C McMillion- -Hillsfeeek 

Allen & N.C Spinks - •» 

J.W Dwyer-Bruffeys And Hills^reek 

R*M & Ella Bruffey—..-Hills'^reek 

W.Va Pulp And Paper Co-'» and Spice Run 

G.A & Flrence Hull m 

W.D & Bessie Morrison - Rush Run 

T7.W & Rachel linnison — Bruffeys Creek 

I .A & Mary E Hodges- HiiLls^reek 

J & Rebecca May -Locust Creek 

P.H & Lula R McNulty — Bruffeys Creek 
S.A & Emma V Sparks — Rush Run 
Sallie h Rogers__ 1 , 

John G & Elizabeth Beard ~ Near Hillsboro & Caesar Mt. 






V- ro ”' r « Industry T „ ! 

iElo^Run^Lujnber Co #3 ’HillJbSro P°oahontae Co. 


V* A H.V Beard_ 


Caee ar 


uary B Coulter . n 
3a*un 4 Luoy Sheets :* r r o ^«_ R »- 

/r Oo -— B ruffey S , „ llleoreek . 

J t L I 1 ,™ MCC ° y - Bruffe /s Creek. 

4 Ceorgle ?au ghn . H11 lecreet. 

G.B A Iberia Hill_ ,, 

S.J A Ada Payne ___ f| 

George A.Klnniaon (land) 

Andy Carter 

D.li Xinnison _ 

Mary C Morrison - Rush Run . 

G.A Xinnison - Bruffe ys Creek. 

J.W Roderick--Hear the mouth of Spice Run. 

*.M Arbogast _A 

Nathaniel Hollandsworth - Bruffeys Creek. 

And RighVof^Way from tie following. 

J.M A R.H Cutlip. 

G.C A Georgia Beard. 

S.C A Minnie Dean. 


— Caesar Mt. 
Bruffeys Creek. 


J.F A Mary H Brock. 
J.L McNeei 


M.L A Elizabeth Beard. 

Fllis A Sallie E McCarty. 

J.W Xinnison 
W.R A W. B Williams. 

J.F A Ida J Darnell. 

George F A Nevada S Alderman. ? .*5- 

Edwin Moore. 

r.S Mcneel the w.H Callieon farm. 

g and skidding was mostly done by contractors and the foil- 
ontracts-Sam Dean of Lobelia had (I) team and(?) men.Crooket 
Rose also of Lobelia had (l) team and ( 4 ) men.Georme near of near obeli, 





. Crp ejr t 
* ad **> 
h y the t 

iocoajotl 
°° Bu 0t 
ere land. 

° a tr a 
of Chariee- 
D ° coney ! 

e«pi 
Ota 
the cayj 


/ ^ Con “ eroe ~ ' 

f ~£i°^_Run_Lunbe r Qq ^ ‘Hllllboro Poc «^onta B Co. 

A «.V Beard_ 

My nary B Coulter . „ „ ‘ r 

" 3a “ uel 4 zilt *“• 

j’“. rr ce “ c °° ? ~ B ^«r.««. 

1 0BS ‘ T “*“> -Hillsoreek. 

0 °* B * Iberia Hill_ ,, 

5 S * J * Ada Payne ( , 

George A.Kinnison (land) * ' 

1 Andy Carter __ Caeaar ^ 

D.M Kinnison - Bruffeys Creek. 

Kary C Morrison - Rue h Run . 

G*A Kinnison - Bruffeys Creek. 

J.TV Roderick-sear the mouth of Spice Run. 

1 .M Arbogast _A 

Nathaniel Hollandsworth _ Bruffeys Creek. 

And RighV of>.Way from tie following. 

J.M & R.H Cutlip. 

5.C A Georgia Beard. 

S.C & Minnie Dean. 

J.F & Mary H Brock. 

J.L McNeei 

M.L & Elizabeth Beard. 

A Sallie i. McCarty. 

J.W Kinnison 


butter. 

W.R A W.B Williams. 

at2.y £ 
r y „ 

J.F A Ida J Darnell. 

; radio 


Tl&n nlnl( 

George F A Nevada S Alderman, 

°oon nti 

Idwin Moore. 


J.S Mcneei the w.H Callieon farm. 

The cutting and skidding nas mostly done hy contractors and the foil. 

rr, r t — -—*>- <„ teu 

" 8 0 LObCUa ^ (1 > (4) men .George D ean of near Lobelia 




• Smith 




_ ® C °Ufltv 


* ndu «t ry 


Pocahontas Co. 


M v a . 

4- 

near Lobelia had 5 teams end 12 men, 
from 3 to 5 teams and from 10 to 15 men.each 


And Hillsboro ,' 8 ° 

V Spice Run Lumber _ 

h6d (3) tea “ 8 “* me n,l.i clutter of 
Nathaniel Hollandsworth had fro 7 + 

of these m en had , 3 5 xea “ 8 ana Kr ° m 1U X ° 15 Dcn - CBCU 

amp8 for "t4 e men and built stables for their horses,and 

company had 3 camps operating just one at a time one was at 
the Dean Hollow on the ma in Hills Creek,one at John lagies.and the other 
at Spruce Run, 12 teams and 50 men were used at these camps with the folio- 
-tag men as boss o^d^lorejag.gjtJanlglJolljnba.OPth,Toney Kerahner, 
Remus Rogers all of Pocahontas County end John Roraie of.Greenbrier Co. 

Charles B Larue was blacksmith he being of Hillsboro,and Dr Marvin C Smith 
also :>f Hillsboro was the Veterinary in charge of the horses when they got 


sick or crippled and needed medical tsfetment. 

Tom Snyder wa6 general superintendant for a while and Lovic Vaughn of | 
Lobelia and George Dolan of Millpoint were foreman of the improvement gang. 

At each of the company camps you found a itikl store so the men could 
get tobacco and clothing without coming out to Spice Run. 

Mrs Georgia Vaughn run a private boarding house that took care of some 
of the men and especially the foremans and their wives and the General Sup¬ 
erintends^ and other officials of the company ate there. 


Accidents occurring on this operation were Archie Taylor of Renick,u.Yi 
a section hand being run over by a train, and Romey Dorman of Beard 
brakesman on the train was crushed to death by a log that rolled from one 


of tie train flat cars. 

When they were running steady they cut something like 700 thousand 
a month and the best information I was able to get they out in the neigh¬ 
borhood of 100 million during their operations at Spice Run asthey cut ovW 
in the neighborhood of 23,000 acres this was on the last side of the Gree¬ 
nbrier River and what they operated on and near Caesar Mt, Bruffeys and Hil3s 
Creeks and upto the cherry River Cuttings at the head of Hills Creek. 

Robert S Larue of Hillsboro was store man in the company store at 


Spice Run. 

This operation furnished employment to scores of woodsmen from this 
county as wen as the surrounding counties and the little lumber town 
of Spice Run consumed the surplus farm products from the farmers in that 







yi ti° a 1 r om Bearj —_ u °»pany *5 77 Va - J'ocBbontaB Co. 

> ■r;:,r thi ° ' or ° : > —•“» -—»«>« 

^” frn the af fe c t 8 as m S8ed by the far ® e rB and the county In 

f* 8 ° ne ° f Pocah onta 8 Count • 11 &B ^ other business establishments as this 
Clarence Ne 8bit ^ V 8 lar e e r lumber operations • 

John Coffman Wo Y * and PA - waB loaderman and R R foreman,and 

ae one of the e 

me he hnn bgineers.he i B now 7^ years old and he tells 

ae followed w 

of the 43 were gpent WOrk for ^3 years and that from S7 to 30 years 

ineer as be Worl£e ^ n Poc &hontas County and mostly as a Locomotive eng- 
ber °P e rat ins. Homer SOrae Pocahontas County's leadirig and larger tim- 

eers no * Painter >Hoy Shope.and Mott Gladweii were also engin- 

tio £g TTg , 

Walter Wiseman S ° n ^^PP who waB engineer,fireman and brakesman. 

WaS Eaw filer and sawyer for a time,Floyd Lovellace was 
also sawyer for a time. 

The two locomotives were brought to Sjice Run from Bemis, W.Va ft 
£ from The Wheeler Lumber Co, who had finished up at Bemis. 

Upon my visit to Spice Run the scene of this operation I only fo¬ 
und 2 houses standing out of the 25 originally built there Mrs Blanche 
Dorman the widow of Romey Dorman that was killed on thiB qf rat ion lives 
in one 0 f these houses and the other rented to different people at dif¬ 
ferent times as it is generally rented to the renter of the farm and 
now rente to Idith Callahan.The R r steel was mostly leased from the c & 
0 and was taken up and returned to them,the mill and machinery was shi¬ 
pped to Spring Creek and put in qfration the*. 

They owned something like 15 000 acres on the last side of the 
Greenbrier River apd today the Government owns that,but the Spice Run Lua 
be r Company still owns 200 acres on the west side where the mill 8 et 
and where all the houses were built.This operation finished up in 1925. 

Tnformation- Joe Cochran—Beard.W,Va. (Laborer on this operation) 

Blanche Dorman- " n (Widow of a train man) 

’.'/inters Cochran- m m (Blacksmith on the job) 

Lovic Vaughn-Hillstro," ( Sect in Foreman) 

Frank Knapp --Denmar. •' (Lumber Piler) 

John Coffman-Marlinton, " (Engineer) 

tathaniei Kollandsworth-Spice, 11 (Boss and Contractor) 

Court Records liarhnton,W,Va. 







r <5 J?b«ptrr a Commerce And Industry 

V >c 8-0 • 8ttlth 

^ H lll8boro ' *- ya 

American Bdlum^And Lumber Company —. 

*ith j£j. jj Thf American Colum/vand Lumber Company of St.Albane 

p ocahontae C * f** 1 * ° f that clty 1111(1 6 Pn '' ral manager came to 
“cCllntlc b °^ ty ° D the qUest ° f tlBber and WaB Informed that the 
11 nt 0n and , 8 nafflely Kiihxnw, Lock, ja nd Cforce, of Buckeye, y a r- 
narleston respectively had a tract for sale . 

*hlch proved t v Th f y bou S ht thla foundry of timber for $40,000 oo 
a t0 ha ve 34 million feet on it . 

to the Eat k-,i They oontraoted the manufacturing of this timb- 
Kanawah c 0unt y lf “ e " brothers namely George and Samuel of Cedar Grove 
Cl ° 8p the Buckeve B fit t e? lf ’“ P ? 8 +v ad n a . 8 n nelP -, band mil1 wh ich they set 
ca W on Cave l i0 f ° f the C * 0 railroad this timber was lo- 

“cClintlc Run C , k * H nn, Dry Creek and the head waters of 

Fs of thin +< °w McClintlc homestead, there was approximately 700 acr- 
Pinnacle R 0 ~> imber b ° th hard 811(1 Boft WOO(1, Th *“ boundary run by the 

ocjcs, thence to the Billie Sod thence to the Campbell Lumber 

McNeill V a »’ then runnin e with the farms of the following Hannah 
John Gav’ v M ‘ J “ cl?ei11 ’ L R Overholt, William C. McNeill, 

^sper Auldridge De ’ A E ’ Shelton ’ N ’ C Ro G fre - D. A KcNelll.and 

\f'° oto ” a - etatlon 

I Creek to the Th f mil1 *** S<?t railroad tracke laid up Swago ^ 

had two locomotives andVltJ 7 * 111 ?® I "***^ &dT t0 8tart °P erat l°h they 
hy the use of iron cSle? “t \° ader !v € were put on the tracks Ld 
lornmrt+4 iron^cabieB and_steel^drums they were able to take the two 

from Buckeye ™ t l« tkl^ 1<>g l0ad " aCr ° 8e 0lfnhr1 '* net far 

"" p ,prp bfavy bat 

- r “• —■ s; r ,;‘“c ~ 

; no »“ey e i° d n «r f k o^:a c t o o nt g ”°: it° % worted a ' hup 

I ^rd^mploynent i for^fforkmen'from'^thi o^aS^uSis- 

' rpll meant a lot to thL section ‘i% sur ”“ d ‘”e territory and this w- 
. the market for surplus commodities of toelT h” 1 *" th ' Payr ° U 

| buUtr • potatoes . meats, and vecet.M^ f” 8 * 0 Co,MUIllty eggs./j 

i greatly increased in number. The church*^' ThC 8 f? 00l<> F nrollraent was // 
T .V Tadlock s brother m la, ? *" grfatly b mefltted as Re,./'' 

, rlan minister had Sunday School Lid Drpeehi° aPWB ?” d a retired Preebyte- 
t noon with good attendance, Ceorge rthLlJIe.'^sUtef 1 ' ln »««- 

l ^ 
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^ f° k to " 1C “ °“l«dta b -eTc'o' 

Pool ahontas ,Co. Co 8 .g.S mith - 

Chapter Seven. Hillsboro,Ti.Va. 

with the SundpySchool , Thpnp 

stance of local talent raised th* npw comers with the help and assi- 
raised the morall of Swago Community. 

* large percent of the people living in this little lum- 

support of our countv^ov*™™^ ^ oux - echool 8 and to the 


our county government 
finished up and moved away. 


which was greatly missed when they 


received ordera^fL 1 ??^ 1 waB graded and shipped out as fast as th ey 
what was in f, ** t° g ° t0 different parts of the country besides 

of 1917 +he dnTPR 1 Hs-^tholomews finished up sawing in the spring 

oi I9I7»the dores sold out and quit business most of the families mov 


^0 


- quit business most of the families moved 

out to find employment elsewhere but for several years some of these 

^houses were occupied but today there is no trace of this operation as 
-thelocation where the mill set is being farmed by John Buckley the owner 
of the mill site then and today.PocahontaB County was rich in natural 
V resourses but the greatest was her timber which left payrool6 in each 
J section of the county which helped it develop other resourses but chi- 

I efly coal,bht q^te an area of this once wooded area has been cleared 
up pat in grass that affords abundance of pasture for cattle and sheep 
which theffe-mers sell to make a living since the timber has all been out. 


Informat ion. George Bartholomew- H-illsb*ro,W,Va. 

Court records-Marlinton.lf,Va. 

A.V?.McNeill. Buckeye .W.Va. 

J.L.Howard. Buckeye. W.Va. 
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Smith 


C Mcsein.3ucjcejre.TT.Va. 
^•rreston Moore.L^rlinton.TT.Va. 
CoiuK “Reror fiB*.- *—* - 1 1 1 









C 0 " erct -:i i r try - s -° O0 . 

and his ft t 5 PaUl °° ldtn ^ torllnt °” Went lnt0 the laabar buslnaae 
ana ht. first operations *e r e on 01over Creek near ^ ^ 

Bro TOe Creek but this o P e ratlon Baa on Spruce Flats near Buokeye >havlng 

bvU ° ht & 9 ° aCre bounaar y ot timber from Bessie and W McClintic of Buck- 
€>C f ° r * lm ° 00, °° this tract ras formally the Marshall,McGraw land. 

Golden employed Floyd Lee originally from Oakland Maryland who 
-od a circular mill to do the sawing Lee was sawyer.Frank Jordan and 
SummOB Galford of ’.Toodrow on Laurel Creek did the catting and skidding 
they had a camp.Lee had a camp and boarded the mill men this operation 
finished up in 15 and it was found they had cut 6 00.000 feet which was 
wagoned out to Buckeye and Marlinton for shipment where ever he could 
get an order for lumber.From he r e Golden went to operate near the va. 
line on Allegheny Mountain. 

Information-John C McNeill.Buckeye.\7.Va. 

G.Preston Moore. Mar 1 in ton. V}. Va. 

Court Records. » 1 ,1 











Xjr ' \ M ' lMWtX, - UmUl 0 HtU.boro.».T.. Po o«ho a t« county 

W* Birdie 0 hi* ulfe " i0USht 8 * raCt ° f 

Mr „ t d nE&r Clover-lick and containing 61 acre 

I Alien had a circular mill v . 

Ww l - 1 and did hie own skidding. 

J lK ° Xy A " der80n M4 Bert RObeite <* liarllnton wsre aawyers and A.A Ruc- 
/ t „,iustace Erindle and J.L JaoAaon of Bucheye Cut tha tiaOar and when they 
f tad finished up it was found thay h aa sawed 600.0 00 which was wagoned to Cl- 
over lick and shipped out over the C & 0 . 

Golden also operated a tract of 3 I9 acres that he bought from R.H & 
intie Dudley who lived in Agust County Va.but the timber was on Clover Creek 
md adjoining the lands of the following s.E Hannah, J. J Coyner,Idgar Dilley 
md the Clover Creek Cattle Co. 

This set cut out 9 00.000 and web skidded by Golden and sawed by Robe- 
.ts and Anderson but cut by Cameron and Eemp Meeks. 

Golden also bought timber from the following the William P Hogsett 
;imber on Browns Creek.a tract from Thorney Creek Lumber Co.in Huntersville 


Burgess . 


Upon completion of his timber holdings Golden sold his mill to James 


Information- Thomas Hause.Buckeye.W.Va. 

Court Records.Marlinton. W.Va. 




.Tuiaita S. Dillgy 
Clever Li-k, S’. Va. 


I'ay 2, 1940 
Ch. 4, Sac. 3b-4 


Salt Works in Pocahontas 

v The main salt factory waa at the Blue Hole on Stony Creek about one mile 

above Campbelltown. This was a small salt spring, the tradition is that the 
water was just of the right saltiness to boil com meal Ksh in. The site of 
spring belonged to General Andrew Lewis. It is supposed he surveyed it 
° Ut on the same trip that he surveyed L'arlins Bottom in 1T51. 

. Along souetime in the 1840-s salt was made there by the late Captain 
ffilliaa Cochran* He wished to increase the flow of salt rater. He rigged up 
» *U* pole errengement, linked hickory s.pling together.* bored a „ u 
.bout 475 feet deep. Thing, eppeared to be perfectly ,11 right .hen they 

’° rk - *" ** - *0 work ne* „„i„ g they found 

T ' “ eU bl ° m “ P “ d the Wine never flowed egein. 

elmye been supposed that the drill had tapped a -ockat of gaa. The 

7 rk " S ab “ d0,, ' d - ™ 8 "■ «» field now belonging to Hr. 

-.rgaret Baxter, not 'far free the fork, of the road. 

tradlti »“ that salt ... „ d ,~ ^ H _ 

«•*. old lick spring ia' now ■ „ 

„ P g 18 ,n edge of Clover Creek not r 

from the backwater of Bar™ o ’ * f U P strea ® 

of Berry Coyner’s power dam. De er ha» b 
l8t8 yetre, to con. lnto th . ^ 

™ S ,eU 6Pri ” S * d - th88 ««■ ‘be abundance of clcr rtich ' 3 

around it, g.v. to Clover Uck its riUM . ” £r “” 


. 3. 5/3/40 
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■/ Coiumcrce And Industry.Samuel c Smith Hillsboro. W.Va. Pocahontas Oo. 

In 1923 A.D Neil sold to the Raine Lumber Oo.the bsw mill,railroad, 
¥ engines, bridges,houses and so forth,this was a band mill for $ 230 . 000.00 
the deed transferred some 5 . 000 acres of timber in in the Huntersville and 
Gr«enbank district.This operation was at Clover Lick.The railroad was built 
up Laurel Run and Thomas Creek and passes over the divide to tie waters of 
Thorny Creek.Joe Rain of the Rain Lumber Co. in charge,he is the son of Tho¬ 
mas Raine and represents the second generation of a very important lumber 
family from Pennsylvania. 

The revinue stamps on the deed amounted to $ 23 0.00 a good deal of 
the timber conveyed lies on the road between Huntersville and Dunmore and is 
a well known forest. (Now seneca State Forest or a part of it. ) 

Taken from Pocahontas Times.By Price. Marlinton. W.Va. 







V.rrtnlf VrIUrt' Pi^Jaot 
’JOSSJXVV IKMTIKimiw*’ «E?onT 


- tQommeroe And Indust ry (Lumbe r ) Dat- ,J2/2?/40_ 

Uor’crg , 0 __ I*te Re..~rcU r^onPeo . 21,23,2^.26/40 

TVplat 8.Q g m _ Date Tvpod Df0.27/40_ 

' ’‘UTce Henry Kincade ^Beard ,77.^._ Date Filed_/^T - 

Court Records.Mariintou.^-Va. A\». ~ lL "'° ** 
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Commerce j 

Ana Industry—S.G Smith .Hillsboro ,TT,Va.Pocahontas Co. 
Maryland Lumber Company. 

1910 some m e n f rom Pennsylvania and Maryland came to Pocaho- 
^ounty and bought timber lands at Denmar aggregating over 17,000 
1 a »°^ this 16534 was bought from The Chaffey Wilson Lumber Company 
° f for which was paid $3QJ. 000.00 this land was located on Old- 

■c and Lauxei Runs,a tract or rather a farm fox the mill site known 
as the Rankin farm and purchased from Linda Burns and husband acerage 
r78 and a small boundary from J.W Beard of Beard,another tract of Jg? 
acres from L.S and EfflLe Cochran,and 33 acres deeded by. A.0 Williams 
commissioner of school lands. 

The men that were in. the Maryland Lumber Company were the fol¬ 
io wingPresideni & Manager J.A Dennison., Secretary S.W Sowers,Treas,John 
G.Ernst all of Hageratown,Md, andVioe President D.S McNitt of Lewistown 
p a . The company was a Corporation and the stock sold mostly in and arounl 
Hagerstown but some stock was sold in Pa.7a.& W.Va. 

This operation started in May 1910 the mill was set between the 
R-R and the Greenbrier Riv.er in the bottom of The Rankin Farm,this was 
a double band mill.They, erected 25 dwelling houses for the men and the¬ 
ir families a boarding house and a Company Store Claude DenniBon was 
store man and Post Master at Denmar.A bridge was built across the river 
to the main tract of timber which layed on Laurel and Oldham Run whioh 
was surveyed by George w Duncan of Marl inton but an^ old survey gave 
the following calls j'jhis was the in 1904-.^arting with the old McCl- 
anahan survey and the lands of J.R Droney by the Workman field by & 
branch of Kinnison Run to the John Keilison tract and cornering with 
Ti.C Burr and with J.R Droney-to Island Lick Run to peels Run south to 




ff/40 And lndua try.S.O 8mith , H illBboro ,W .Va .PocebontaB Co. 

the Poagc pl L “" ber 0 °"^- 2- 

creek to the corners of McClanahan and James Sw¬ 
an Survey i n The _ 

averlick Mountains to the Rider land then with the 

McClanahan Buprfiv 4 . _ ,, 

17 y to the Bee TroughjC Knob crossing Oldham Run,to Josh¬ 
ua Run, to Wolf Lick Run.The Sherwood Tract started with the licClanahan 


survey taking in the John Burr tract,and another tract known as the 
Robert Burnside tract and joining the McConahan and James Swan survey 
including Mill Run.This land was conveyed to Chaffey Wilson Lumber Co. 


of Hkins by John T McGraw March IO.I9C9 and deeded to The Maryland Lu¬ 


mber Co. by Richard Chaffey pres.of Chaffey Wilson Lumber Co-of tlkins, 
W,Va.This land was all laying on the last side oil the Greenbrier River. 

Rail road track was layed from the mill up Oldham and Laurel 
Runison which they ran 3 engines daily as they had 2^Climax engines and 
a Shay,they had 2 stefim_loadera and used 10 teams or 2 0 head of horses 
in the skidding,Jake Carey was Woods Superintendent he was originally 


from Pa.but at this time of Huntersville ,W.Va.Camps were built for the 
men and bams for the horses.Dr. Marvin Sm ith was the Veterinary in ch¬ 
arge of the sick and crippled horses. Henry Hufford was shop,mill and 


yard foreman and Dr.McPlwain was the Company doctor in charge. 

At the first of the operation they contracted the skidding to 


*.P and Chester Hendrick but they only skidded a short time when the 
Company took it over and did the skidding themselves, Hendrick'a were 
from near Renick,W,Va. 

J.Vance Dennison son of the Pres.lost an arm on the mill,and 
Hammond Mann of Pocahontas County was killed by the log train. 

Some 15 Omen were employed on this operation and they sawed over 
100,000,000 feet and sold off the North last portion of this tract to 







Commerce A„ d l ndustry>3 . 0 ,m ltt .Hillsboro,T.V B . P ooahon t aB Oo. 
The -aryland Lumber Company-Page 3 _ 

Frank P Kidd the n of Hillsboro and now of Beard,W.Va. which was operated 

by him. 

The Maryland Lumber Company 6 awed all kinds of lumber and for.many 
different purposes aa they had a lath mill and made lathe from White pi¬ 
ne and other soft wood,and at the same time they had lumber cut fox 
chair backs,most all their- lumber was shipped out over the C & 0 Rail 
Road,as the local market was very limited- The y manufactured both hard 


1 


and soft wood. 

This operation finished up y^// 6 /in I9IS and was sold to the 
state of W.Va. but they did not clean dp until 1919 when everything was 
cleaned up and moved out.All the land and buildings on the West side of 
the Greenbrier River was sold to the State for a Colored Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium this was the Rankin place and the Maryland Lumber Co.builds 
ings the boarding house was used for the hospital which was replaced 
by the modern up-to-date hospital built in 1937 & by the W.P.A 
the store building is now used as a Postoffice,the old mill shed is 
used to store feed and house the machinery that the Btate has at this 
farm.The Blue Grass Land Co. bought some g, 000 acres on the left of 
Laurel Run and later sold it to the state for reforestation the right 
hand side of the run was bought by The New River Coal Co.operating in 
Raleigh and Fayett Co.this tract had approximately 9,000 acres in it. 

Upon completion of this operation J.A Dennison and his son went 


to Stevenson,Alabama and formed The Chicfcamauga Cedar Co in 1923 end 
are operating there today. 

The Denmar Lumber Company meant a lot to Pocahontas County as 
it furnished employment for near 150 men and a good percent of these 






* ------k^_kumber^qo .G Smith.Hillsboro ,YT.Va. Pocahot.-as Counoy. 

( Lumber ) Pagel^ 

w tre local county men .This lumber town consumed the surplus farm comm¬ 
odities of Denmar,and Beard and was greatly missed when it finished up 
and moved out. 


Today we find at the scene of this operation some of the same "bu¬ 


ildings used by the lumber company and just above them we find a beaut¬ 
iful concrete structure where the Negroes of this state that have Tuber- 
culosis are treated and this farm is one of the better farms in this 


section of the county producing an abuncance of grains and truck crops 
that are used at the Denmar Sanitarium,the ashes from this mill helped 


to build up this river bottom farm . 

Denmar got it's name from the names Dennison and Maryland 

Den-mar as Dennison was the pres, of this co.and he was from Maryland. 

Thus the passing of one of Pocahontas County*s larger lumber 
operations. 

Information-J.A Dennison,Stevenson,Alabama. 

Frank Knapp.Denmar.Y7.Va. 

Henry Kincade.Beard.V/.Va. 

Court Records.Marlinton.W.Va. 


1 *~t ' ;f-c v:r '"' rl! W'lwi frp^JM 

UZi.J.H CF US.-TIUCWIC*' KEFUTT 

"” b ' 1Pot Commtroe A industr y.Lu mber 2&t<* l/ll/ 4l 
l£oore Lua.Co. 


3 *°roh T/orlcrS.GSznith_ &vto fieratr si Tal-en X/JQ/U-I 

^ lat ?.Gj8mith_ i&ie Typed l/ll/4l 

Sidney izcCoy. Heard. W.Va. 

CoUrce Remufl Out lip. " 1 » Dtxto Filed /%? ‘ 

*-•£ Cali is on. Marl inton. W.Va. f^f - 7 - Sr 

°ourt Records. . . .. fe * 

\us v & 

Vg, 7 ;c - <£'/ 

Obtained part of this information Borne time taoX^ut not corapiet 
oough to send in until this time. 
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r C0ML3-RC? AND INDUSTRH >S .G SMITH .HILLSBORO .ff.VA.POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 

The J.i Moore Lumber Company. 

In 1910 J.i Moore of Virginia bought the William H Callison 
farm from from «.9 and L.T Oalllaon hi. sons for $ 28 . OCX). 00 the farm 
contained 650acre 8 and another traclpfram Martha L May for $13,000.00 
this land is on Locust Creek and it ¥ was here that Moore 8 et his cir- 
cular mill .they built a camp and boarding house for the men. Harry 
Sweetwood was looked aft* the skidding which was done by J teams of 14! 


and 3 yoke of oxen. 

A tram r^aji_was_built_from *£ mill down ] 
Locust which is 
a narrow gauge • 


C & 0 Railroad at what is mown & o 
had a siding at that time,this was 
a small Climax engine that pulled 
hauled to be loaded on mght cars 


which the lumber was 


division for shipment to many different piac s 
This operation finished up in 1912 a 
Information-- Sidney McCoy.Eeard.W.Va. 

Remus Cut lip. " " 

E.E Callison Marlinton.W»Va. 
Court Records. 


Right of Way was gotten from W.W McCoy -J .M Cut lip and J.F May of Beard 
W.Va.and JT.S Mcfleei of Hillsboro. 

G M/^/^ 

' 7 The May land and timber was formerly owned by George and Laud 

Callison then of Hillsboro.The mill was set on the William H Callison 
farm and better known as the Sweetwood farm. 


INDUS T JR Y 


Chapter 7. 
Pocahontas Cnnnt.y 


Samuel G. smith 
Hillsboro, vp. va. 


MIDDLE-FORK DRIVING COMPANY 
In 1895 V/i throw McCUntlc of buckeye Poftfi v 

b tba " - — r etoct buyer , took a OOBt J t e ;; oc6hont r» <*“*. 

ber C0 "^. or Casden, nbw taown as 0a . rr °" "» °“W w 

w it; :r - to ° ut - swa 

tbe Mlddl ° ?ork or miiaas River. 4000 aCr<>S 1O0ated «« 

*“•;• - “—■ »»....... 

-..... c.Z:“Z ::»■* - 

Wlli aas river to gather a M4e to J la£h iaas w "e constructed In 
CSrry °«r t =Wl„ water. Tbe£e 33 ' ^ Wat8r “ ^ 1068 "“uld 
f -«d inside.,with roc the bUlU ° f ^ •« rein- 

ed levers. In thls c rlb were gates operat- 

tha io -r rr d to a aepth *-— 

r twa — d - iogs :::■ -— - ~ «. 

; era thay "° dld -op until a riood UDtU **“ "» •« 

Often the in« 

“ ~ - 

h£t Ppened the logs were 





' nl ted to loosen them up and start them down the river. 

McClintic got part of his supplies from Ronceverte 
®nd Millboro, Va. These were brought in with wagons drawn by four 
horse teams. Trail was cut out a distance of 18 miles from Spruce 
Flat close to Buckeye and Mountain Lick Run on Williams River to the 
camp by way of Barlow Hacking. This trail is still known as the 
McClintic Trail. In going to the camp you crossed Williams River 
23 times and Gauley one time, a very rough trail. 

It took from four to five days to go to Millboro or Ronce¬ 
verte and bring in groceries for the camp and feed for the horses. 

McClintic employed from 35 to 45 men and used from 10 to 
12 teams of horses. 

The men were naid $32.00 per month, with board. The work 

was very dangerous, especially on the slides from the log landing to 
the river, and the driving of the logs down the river; however, the 
most serious of accidents were minor mashes, bruises and broken legs. 
McClintic was paid $5.75 per thousand to cut, skid, and drive to 
Gauley River. Most of the men were from Pocahontas County, but a few 
came in from Greenbrier County, and the State of Virginia. Part of 
this timber was in Webster County, close to Cowen. 

Mr. McClintic did not get to finish the job due to trouble 
with the Gauley Company, but was at the Job off and on for seven years, 
and came out in 1902. 

They held back a percentage of his earnings until the Job 
was completed. This ran up over $40,000. but Mr. McClintic got only 
$ 20 , 000 . of this sum and moved all equipment out. Prom this time on 
he operated logging Jobs and ran small saw mills of "his own in differ 
ent sections of the County and adjoining Counties. 


- 3 - 



PbeiJs 0 He was a lar « e land owner. Handled large numbers of sheep 

‘ ha ° attle ’ h ° rSeS “ d 3ml ' es: therefor e. be was a large tar payer. 


® en »er e 
ie B *iddi 
^ere. Tl 


(Information J. 0. Morrison, Marlinton, 7/. Va. 
Tom Hause, Buckeye, T ,V. Va.’ 

"W. G. McKeever, Buckeye.)* 
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Commerce And Induntry Chapter Seven— 


S.O Smlt h 

H ill6boro.W.Va; 


Limestone Lumber Company. 

County. _ *~j 

In 1902 Samuel Workman of Ronceverte a lumber grader took an 
option on 500 acres of timber on Williams River taking in Little Spruce 



Knob 


Days Run and owned by Alvin Clark of Hillsboro. Workman had 


tht> deed to t he Campbells Creek Coal Co. of Fayette Co, this deed 

W&S 8l £ ne d by Alvin Clark, Blanche Sydenstricker,T .A Sydenat ri'cker, Grace 
c - Price, Andrew Price and Cameron Clark in 1905 with 3 years to remove 
the timber or to 19 OS this land and timber joined the following farms. 

C.F Beard and M L Beard. 

This timber was mostly Spruce and H*emlock and Ur Clark reed 
$10.000.00 for it. The deed was notorized by G.R Curry of Hillsboro. 

Campbells Creek Coal Co, employed the Limestone Lumber Co, to 
the timber they had a circular mill which was set on Days Run the 


services of 20 men were required on the mill and in the woods they used 
2 teams to do the skidding, a boarding house was built to take care of 

the men employed there. The limber was brought out over the Campbell 
Lumber Co R .R . 


This operation finished up in 1908 and moved out this land 
today' is owned by the U.S Government and a part of the vast Gov,holdings 

on Williams River bought up by them for reforestation purposes. 


Informahlon-Calvin Price karlinton W v a 

Court Records •• •1 

J.O Uorrison '• 11 A * w «cHeill Buckeye. W 16 


0 C Adkison nn ■ 
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RESEARCH IDEfTIFICATIOJI REPORT 


' •’*><* Commerce 4 Industry 

Date 2/6/41 


" °®»rch Worker Samuel o Smith 

£hte Reoearch 

Taken 2/r,4/4l_ 

^TlntSamuei GSmith 

Date Typed 2/5.6/41 

V °* R,i BucJc ffi aa J i;illpQint J J7J&u. 

Date Filed _ 


O«orge Simmons.HlllBboro.V7.Va. 


^ T - 

X /,? * V 

Inf-Ceor e e Simons.Hillsboro. W.Va. 
Willis McKeever. Buckeye. •• 
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/ X r " C And L ^r try ’ Saraiel ° Sn ' ith Kill8boro - W - Va - Poc ^°ntae CO. 

* X In 1894 ^throw McclL+< 

7 icCllntic operated the timber on the william 0 McClune 

X farm now owned by o h 

* ook.the circular mill web set in the run near the w c c_ 
r ^ lden ° e *»<« «ady for operation. 

skidding was done by McClune and Rus B ei,John And Cieler Sylva of 
‘ lnE CreeJc » the cutting was done by Prime Dilley and John Ginger,the 8 aw- 
-.enry Overholt. C.Hunter zee worked on the mill and Everett Hefner wa 
a.„ste r for McClintic in hauling the lumber away and bringing in supplies 
or the camp.Host of this lumber wbb sold locally. . " 

Information- d.E Ruckman.Killpoint.W.Va. 

_0£orge_Simmons .Hill sboro. V/. Va. 

From about 1890 to 92 or 93 Withrow McClintic was operating on Wil¬ 
liams River and one set was near where the Burgess barn atari this timb<*was 
bought from william T Beard of the Levels,he had another set near the head 
of Days Run this was bought from Alvin Clark also of the Levels and it was 
at^this^se t^that McClintic steam engine to run his mill thii 

was about 189 0. *** ammm 

Another set was on the william T Beard farm and just beyond where 
Imery MiHler now lives,this set was mostly Cherry and Ash,_h e bought one 
acre from Alvin Clark of soruce^ and from this" acre theyll^ d II 0.000 feet 
or a record per acre. 

McClintic moved in on the Hunt McClintic farm and set up one set „ 
near the Hunt house and the other set in . 


had ct£ 
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' commerce And InduetrjTU-umber )n*tp 

^z^rc). Marker 8amuel Q Btt lth 

^Tist Samuel Q. Smith_ 

John Buckley, a. 17 McNeill 
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Information gotten from different people and not completed 

until 12 / 7 / '% Af/ 
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^commerce A n4 XnUuetry.s.o SmUh BUl. boro .,.v a . Pocahontae Oounty . 
- Whip Sow Operations-_ 


/ In 167 0 Nathaniel and Duvldaon Arthur, of Wbotor County none 

/ to PoCBhontas County and united lumber itlth what wao known ae a Uhl- 
Saw,they operated mainly on Spruce Flats And on Beaver Dam. 


'J 


FT'ana^ 
Pocal 
nk, v; 




' Sir 


incl 
-e, b 
.c li 


A whip Saw is about S feet long,with more thickness than a Cr¬ 
oss Cut Saw ,had two handles on each end straight across instead of 
up and down so they could be run by both hancfcA pit was dug out for one 

man to stand in while a Scaffold was built for the other man to stand 
on ,the logs being placed on the scaffold on a level so they were eas¬ 
ily rolled in place. 300 feet was considered a good day s/y$/id/cut ting 


with the Whip Saw. 

They sawed lumber for Jake Simmons on Spruce Flats that was 
used for flooring it was mainly Cherry,also thU lumber that built the 
Ike house that is near Downey Run on Williams River,the land now 4>jcbi4] 
apart of the McClintic farm. 


Nathaniel married Hiza Beverage ,daugter of pete Beverage of 
the head of Dry Creek and near the divide between Stony Creek and the 
t ^fel^/Creeknaide. 

Upon compiettn of their q£rat ions in Pocahontas County the two 
, brothers and Nathaniels wife went back to Webster County, Nathaniel and 

hie wife locating at Grassey Creek in Webster. 

x 

Thus the passing of one of our first and crudest lumber oper- 
1 atione in Pocahont® County. 


Information-John B Buckley 

Willis G McKeever 
A.W McNeil 
Nancy Ann McNeill 


Buckeye,W,T&. 
11 11 

11 11 

11 •' 



312 Smallricge Building 
Charleston Va. 

August 31, 1337 


g ana Fer 

Frank ? 0 ?* 0 ?*? 8 T<umins Co ‘ 

Pear Sir: 

For inclusion in the l.eet Virginia section of the American 
vauicie, being prep-red by the Federal ..riters' Project, we 
v-ould like the following information. 

Comparatively speaking, how large is the tan¬ 
ning cor. any-? Cne of our field workers states 
that it is the largest in th-= world. How many 
workers are employee? 

V.hat is manufactured? If raw materials. where 
and for v.hat are they used? Are materials used 
in the plant readily available in the vici-.ity 
or must they be imported? 

Is this a West Virginia concern or is it owned 
by outside interests? 

Are visitors allowed to go through the plant? 

What factors led to the location of the plant 
in thi6 comparatively isolated neighborhood? 

Is the town of Fran); company owned? Are the 

workers' homes company owned? 

A section of the West Virgiria Guide will consist cf highway 
tours, one of them being a tour of US 250. The Pocaho. tas 
Tanring Company, being a large plant anc situated in a section 
where there are no other nanulacturies, deserves mention sb a 
point of interest. For this reason we naturally wish out in¬ 
formation to be accurate and will appreciate any material which 
you can let us have, 

Sincerely yours. 


Assistant State Editor 



Pocahontas Tanning Co. 

M M WIDNEY, SUPER.HTEHCCHT 

tanners 


Postoffice: frank. < po §2S5?r T ‘') w. v*.. 


Sept. 8th, 


ki®® ^rgaret C m..-.,. 

fl' p ‘•illlamson, Ass't. State Editor, 

Madam:- Chai *lelton, West Va. 

answer Jcou^sUoIs letter ° f Slst ’ ult - and 

1 / Durbin Tannery of the Pocahontas Tanning Co., is probablv 

l' the second largest tannery in the U. S. A., both’in floor 7 
sSle’-|*»^ Pr ' od £ ction > devoted entirely to the production of 

-sole^leather. Recent enlargements of competitive Diants 

aoes not give us definite information on this subject at 


Manufactured products are SOLE LEATHER for the purpose of 
building new shoes. By-products are WasJieiLCattle nair ‘ 

nr e rJ? fl °°? cov ®?’ in e s > insulation felts and mai^tTles-■ 

of felt pjadolng.. Glue stock useV for tj.e manufacture of 
glues and also greasesT 

• f re °, b r ta ^ d fro “ the Packing Centers of the USa, 

- South America, Mexico, Australia ane Europe 

aSS! ar ? procured in USA, south America, 

V ??f P ^ ae , Is i anQS » Turkey and India, and local 
■ Heml ock and ^Pak barks from the West Virginia Forests. 

The Pocahontas Tanning Co., is a West Virginia i__«_ 

Wlth Main Office at Main and 24th Sts., Wheeling, West Va. 

Due to the tanning processes requiring tannine vats and 
surroundings wet, visitors are not sough? af?frl ^4?er 

a^dVprSufS! ial visltl °” ° f «*«* ^Sbit^^oduc, 

v,as located at Frank, West Va., account of the 

houses Se well ? i A enc ! S * 11 ls an ld?a l location 

pride. Located on if Ro£?e ggp.*** P *° ple have much clvlc 

^ru^.ing this is the information you# seek, we are. 


Nothi 


NG Takes the place op Leather 



Yours very truly. 



fdainty 

s. c7"51tk 

F-iU»be*o, 1. fa. 


i ptrch**«d fro* John 


In 1908 John Paco and John Luzior of Tuclear County cace ta Pocahontao County 
bought tha timber off of aone 400 acres. 

Thia was principally red oak and aome white oak. 

°n® tract of this timber of approximately 200 acrea >aa pvchaaad fro* John 
-- ^ BVe r«ga on the right prong of Dry Creek a tributary of a»go Creak and not far 
froa Buckeye, Poat office and C&0 Railroad, clone the dialda between Dry Creek and 

Stony Creek. 

The other tract of approximately 200 acrea was purchased fKw Dmiel Mklaon 
eleo of Buckeye and located on the left prong of Dry CreA but on the aide of the 

mountain leading to Williams River. 

They first set their mill on the Beverage farm the trees ware cut and akldded 


to the mill which l 


i a single band, there the loga were eut in length* fro* 18 


Inches to 30 Inches set on end and quarter sawed in to lnefa lusher to be used for 
chair backs which were shipped mostly to Philadelphia, Pa. and ^ltlware, Md. to 

furniture factories. 

They finished this set up in 1910 and moved to the Mkl*m far* and set their 
mill in Camp Secret Hollow, on the Adkison farm. 


This land was . ery rough the skidding was very hard as thej would have to skid 


the logs a short distance, cut loose from them and roll 1 


» otst high cliffs of 


racks and again h ok the horses to the trail of logs and finally get than to the 
mill and cut them into chair backs mostly 22 Inches long Kid 1 iwli thick so 
■hen they were surfaced they were 3/4 inch thick, this oah took a high finish and 
sold from $80.00 to $140.00 per thousand at the furniture factorise. 

This chair back timber waB taken by sled or wagon to he loaded os cars at 
Buckeye which is a stop on the C&O Railroad of the Greenbrier Hrtaloa. 

Pace and Luzier employed 8 to 10 me:, in the woods aid on the bIU, .a grsatar 
part of this help they brought from their home county of ftekar, but • pert of the 


t0rt ’ d f r°" th " living th. log. ra , 






Pocahontas County 


pay roll «B8 spent locally In Pocahontas County and neatly at Buckeye, where there 
was a post-office and 2 or 3 stores but this operation did not add to the growth 
of Swago Community. However, the payroll helped greatly In some way or other as 
the taxes they paid helped run our schools and oar county affairs. 

They paid $1.25 per thousand for cutting tbs tinker and from $1.50 to $2.25 
for other labor they finished up cutting the chair bucks in 1912 but cut^other 
lumber from logs not suitable for furniture for about a year and finished up and 
moved out in 1913 to some other section of the state, where red oak tinker was 
plentiful and close to a railroad this passed another timber operation of 
Pocahontas County. 

Information: Austin Duncan, &ickeye, W. Vs. Esrper Adkison, karlinton, W. V • 
Bill Crigger, Huntersville, W. Va. 




wre had started from in the morning. Driving the logs ■was very ^**6* 




■ *-°: T r ;: j : d .. i " du,,iT ~ s - 0 •**■***»*•.*.* 

! ** nlt * S. Dll ley 

_CRAPT FP. 4 - SECTION 4* - 1 

chapter S^ —-SECTION 3a - 1 
P OCAHONTAS C OUNTY 

LOG DRIVES ON THE GREENBRIER 1876 - 1B39 
Timber, especially the white pine, was out at the head of liriiw, all 
■long the river and all navigable creeks. During the wintar cm the logs 
Were “kidded to the river and piled up in big landings. They m fixsi in 

■ *'°y that they would have to be kicked loose before they would table into 
the river. Before spring an ark was built on the water. This avid aetonmodate 
from 70 to 100 men, or whatever number was needed to make the drives. An ark n> 
alao built for the horses, some experienced teamsters wore bun ajeag on the 
drive. 

*\ 

^ben spring opened, men were hired to make the drive down taw riv*. The 
men hired for breaking up the Jams had to have experience. 

It sometimes took six or eight weeks to make the drive does the river to 
Ronceverte where the timber was sold and made into lumber. One uning the ms 
deoided to play a joke on a certain young teamster who always Mb a bah for the 
table when the bell was rung, and usually succeeded in being the first ane tiwe, 

A board was laid between the two arks to be used as a walk-eay hecaeen thew. Foam 
often oovered it so that unless one observed closely he ooald at tell if it wee 
there or not. Before breakfast one morning the men decided to iem tAis board 
and give this teamster a beth. The breakfast bell rang aad he ade a bah for the 
table, did not notice the board was gone therefore plunged into 9m ris». Be swam 
to the ark and crawled on deck cussing aad. The other me* kept tea 1 -gM^ M 
long as they could, but finally they burst out laughing and afte. whU. the 
teamster joined in with them and every one had a good l&u£. 

From - Pocahontas T imes _ ^ 

Soneone u.nnliy lc.pt . r.oord of ,hnt h.pp.n.d „„ h . 

.. far .. 18 or 20 mil.. „hn. op other d. y . oould look 
” had .tartod from l. the morning. Dri-rlng th. log. »»• 


« daps ve wcmld go 
beak At dark and see ghare 





'** Ar >d Industry_o n g.uv 


A 


^ P »E® 2 

hlt U * V, * lly ° nly ex F®rienoed man wore hired bo the eocidents ware few. 0 *i y ow 
ran km aver drowned. 

° n * Sam Sh ®®ta loat a foot by getting it caught in tha ooil of a rope 

hald tho ark. When the rope snapped taut the foot was severed. 

It took 65 dosen eggs for breakfast and a barrel of flour rade bisouita 
enough for four meals. One spring, on our trip down the river, the ark brake fa 

tW ° aDd we lo8t our provisions, and were therefore without food for the —m Infc 
of the journey. 

The following names are those I can remember, that helped to raw, thane 1^ 
drives« 

Sam Sheets 




Jack Noonan 
Dave Smith 
Charley Nottingham 
Bland Nottingham 
Adam Dilman 


Pat Shughrow 
Isaao Madison 
Bill Madison 
John Buckley 
Jack Coughlan 
Jack McLuskey 

Bob Drew - killed by falling tree 

Alex Butterbaugh 

George Bambrick 

Walter Byrd 

John Will Carpenter 

Hance Carpenter 

Jake McLaughlin 

G ©orge Dunbrack 
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James Green 
James MoHaffqf 
Clyde Klngport 
John Dr1 seal 
A. B. Smith 
John Walker 
George Wagner 
Jim Stretch 
Pierce Wooddell 
George E. Hoars 

1 got this information from George Bambriek of Huntersville. W. Va.. who drove 
the Greenbrier River for 20 springs and Ao once rode the Greenbrier River in a boat 
from Sittington to the point of -Droop liocntain. 

On February 17. 1893. a big log driw, of ten thousand white pine logs came 
Knapp, Creek on . driving flood end took out . da. that had been built for . 
Sfiet mill. The dam waa never rebuilt but there ea. a big la. eult. Her. ... an 
•noient dam deetroyed by a great oompany, a nee comer, and therefore vulnerable. An 
offer to build back the dam better than ever Ithout coat and to fir it the log. 
»o„ld float ovar it ..a indlgn^ttly rejected. C..h vaa preferred. The record. ” 
•ho. that after acme dilatory matter, .ere dltpoaed of the caa. cam. on for trial 
before a jury at the Ootober term 1695. mitt an array of Layer, on both aide, and a 
boat of .itneaaea. dudg. A. „. Campbell -a prealdlng. He inatruotad tb. jury that 

“ l0E ' °°” ld t9 fl0at " d “ Creek .ithout tb. aid of 

artificial that it «. a floatable atren* and that no p.r.on had tb. right to 

Obetruct it rnith a dam. The verdict ... „ «. defends. The mi„ ... never 
reatored. ^ia tt . .... of th . doetrU „ „ ^ 

From - Court Records 

1 O lot oamp uas near Durbin and 1th tb. coming of tmo rival rail.., 

0* Connell 1 6 last dri 

1TS * a8 in 1901 « known men of PocaJiontas County were in th* 




Ul8 boro.i7.7 fl 


r "* K “”* •«!> *• th... 


s otton, 111,, Gill- 11 fc ”™” t0 tk * 0ld,r S“M»tlo». Sheritmn 

Xr. rirkp.trt. ... t P h “ B " rr ' < ”' £ " ith ' L<m1 ' Lynoh “ 4 J - *• (•>«—) nrkp.«.. 

- * * nd hl * oookee ne Roland Soott. 

~u ooD “ r " otio ” ° r " — *■ -—<=•».—^ud.. 

C,r "P' °° d “ ye th * t he c ° uld oot go his daughter Mre. p. p. Bedes 
carried th. »11 on horseback. * ho. loo.ted on .hat 1. no. th. Ue Oxford 

“ r "‘ f ° r °° e ° f tl,e '“**• “ d from there do*, to th. riper and hack to DurMa 
E he railroad grade. N. B. Arbogast was the postmaster and Mrs. fades 

wae hi6 assistant. - ' 

Daye when O'Connell and the construction camps paid off were usually rough. 

Mrs. Eades says she has changed the mail while John Bell or Grata S lRTina stood 
guard with a winchester. 

From - Urs. P. F. hades. 

The St. Lawrence uoom end Lumber Company were tU nn.. v .. , 

oumpuny were the ones who took out this tiwfeer 


by log drives 


PEOPLE ATTRACTED BY TIGERING - 1876 - 1925 


Most of the lumber companies, mho cam. into Pocahontas, brought with th. 

, ’ h ° h,d be ” e " Pl0yed by th « elsewhara, a. S t . U„anc. Boom and la*. 

Company brought with them gulta a nusher of Prench-Canadlans. A few of th. r. 
-ihcd in the county, but most of the people, attract* by tint.log ..a „ la* 
owners, ^transient laborers who lived in houses built by th. comply and vho mo,* 
on when the oompeny moved. Many of them. too. were untried men who went into 
■c lumber camps on Cheat Mountain and etay thar. tot week, at a tin., *vUc no 
~ions with the outside world what-so-over. B„t when tt .y did com. to C. 

nr: r:„: r - *—•—- - •— 

C... whan the «h iok£ . we „ , ’ ‘ y0U " S ’ lneIr * ri “°* d ~ *• — «- 

He was ... to lose hi. ^ th,t “ “ “ ^ * *** “ W 

b »over. ..a of th. bstZr^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ *“ U ‘" 

c , ‘PP« who were peaceable oltlsans. »hen th. lunb. 

J finl slied up and moved on meet of thee, people .. n t too, .. there ... 
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;>f Smit 
Millie 


’tCoaun groe & Industry 


.2/14/41 


-’orher Samuel G Smith 


Uoun 


G Smith 


nu-c© Hgnty Qyer holt. Marlinton.W.Va 
G-H Simmons. Hillsboro. '» 


Date Filed 









^ - Lu “‘ > «- ' 1111 1-baro.r.7^.5, ocl|h 

/ Charlie Calli 80 n moved f 

I / ' 11Ul “ H ' 0verl >°lt OX Hillsboro wb” rrr^ t0 !tini ““ 8 RlT '» to o 
/ Ri ’’ er O'otton. and the flx.t se t a ° h<!IIy tlmber 10 th« 

/ erbolt doing the enwlnr . „ ‘ " “ th ' rr “ Cle pla °' •««> 

^ and two yoke 0 X Oxen and * 1180,1 d ° ing **" BiClddlJ1B wltb two te< “= of h 

t Me foot while working on th/“ T ^ ^ ^ ^ * B ‘“ d lbat 

bet.ee, Spruoe waa “ K ° n thi8 " U1 thl » - principally cherry but some 

r' StS Roncererte. U °" i ** ^ <* *afte to raft the lumber to 

c. of i , 1116 secoM <•«» »as at the Mitchell cordon place on Hearer Den,the th- 

0 «> ls lld “ et the Bunter “cOltatlo Place the timber haring been bought from 

licClintlc-. 

•a* , . 

The fourth, set waa at Jacob (Jake ) Simmons plaoe on Spruce Flats 
» rou WaS 1 ° gged by ' H “"P Oalfor 1 and Hunter HcCllntlo both of near Buckeye and 

ney h aU sawed by Henry Orerholt and waa mostly cherrybut they sawed some mired at- 

L \jout *** f OT farmerB of that section. 

road /'■ ™ s lmbe t- was wagoned or brought by sled to Buokeye and there the 
baur rafts " ere "Ode from the Spruoe that carried the lumber to Roncererte where It 
poor W “ Bhlppe<1 t0 a11 Parts of the Inountry.Thls took place In IJ9I g 92. 

moa- t *' 1893 ° alUSOn Bme4 Ms ” ui t0 *“ at «"* -1 e« It on Trump Run 

saw the Poplar from the William Salllson farm that had been bought * m. 

■ ^ Ham H Orerholt howerer about 9 a 000 feet of this was rafted to Roncererte in 
y the 1 HO.000 feet was sawed by Henry Orerholt as sawyer for Salllson at 

this set,some of the logs rafted had l.fioo feet In them. 

This was skidded by Charlie oalllson and his brother Thomas did the 
cooking at the camp. 

Informat Ion. Henry Orerholt. -- - Slmmons.Hlllsboro.W.Va. 



-•_- " •. r • 


^OcahontA ^ C °nanerce And Induetry 
-^_ontae Couoty _ 7 

/ Campbell Lumber Company 

°f ®^lthp 0 *903 1.17 and j nnJPB Campbell of Derdrop Pa. 

«»*•,. .;^v— to — 

starti 8Ue ceeded in buying the timber of some 16.000 acres 

at whft 11 . 

mg ^ 18 known as Woodrow going down Laurel Creek to Villia- 

then back up the river by the meadows, ~Dutoh Bottom, Elack 
mountain t , 

^ f4 _ ° ^^ick Run and t o the Barlow Hacking which is on the divi- 

on the Q+ en Crailter ry and Williams River, and extending to the Hi* Rocks 
damping Creek side. 


They were incorporated in 1903 and charter issued by 
of state Wm k,Q.Dawson, authorized Capital stock of $300-000.00 
this Coun #^tjrWere I.W,James an d John Campbell and k.J Sweeney all of 

The millsite selected was at what is how Campbelltown 
on route 219 and just acroS8 t he Greenbrier River from the C40 R.R 
they had a single band mill which was set at this location, t hey built 
about 35 dwelling houses a large boarding house and a large store , Rail¬ 
road tracks were teid from ^ampbelltown up Stony Creek to Woodrow down 
Laurel Creek to *illiam 6 River t hen up the river to Dut ch Bottom ~ and 
above to Mt LickRon -They h ad? lo comotives an d 2 l oaders the R.R was 

mostly built by Italians this was standard gauge track . 

Tvery thing was made ready for operation their first camp 
^§2 was just below the late Jim White homestead and now owned by Andrew 
Ol alford on Laurel Creek camp #3 was at Laurel Creek Bridge #4 at 
the Meadows where Fred Galford now lives #5 just above #4 #6 dose t 0 
Black Mt Rian #7 at Dutch Eottom #8 near Barlow H acking #9 at kt. Liok 
Run near t he High Rocks or a total of 8 camps on the entire operation. 
Their R.R went by the n ame of kaxllnton and Camden R.B. 

The s Mi tiding wan done with horse, end an h igh a. 55 head 











c.l.co 

rl^rf u 8 fd at Pa € e 2 B.0.8. Po®.Co 

costing *4cn aa Xlme or Twenty six teams,and these were fine horses 
b * ^-CO to $ 550.00 for each team.Ja cob O.Coga r of Hdray above 

inton was barn boss from I9o5 toI9I2 his job was taking care of the 

horses the * 

oust forced L'T-Cnenr *0 milt this lob and he went to cuttinr 


e du et forced Kr.Cogar to quit frhle job and he went to cutting 
timber,he was succeeded by H arps: Turne r of Lobelia c amp number Beven bam 
burned with quite a loss as they losttwo car loads of hay and ISOO Bushel 
of oats.The skidding was very dangerous as they crippled lots of horses 
which kept a Veterinarian on the Job a good part of the time doctoring the 
sick oneB and treating and doctoring the crippled oneB theyhad as high as 
Pight and ten horses in the barns at a time with Dr,M,C,Smith treating 
them he at that time was at midpoint and now a resident of Hillsboro,W,Va 
besides the ones the Veterinary took in. to his barn to treat and care for 
and return to the camp as soon as they were able to work,these trips were 
all matifc on horseback a distance of 25 to 30 miles round trip through the 


mountains but the Dr.madeithe trip day or night in all kinds of weather 
crossing high water and going^very dangerous trails to reach the sick or 
crippled horses. 


H.G.Baxter of Pa.waB general mapager,Jack Crookshanks and Lanty 
Cole of Pocahontas Co.were woodsSuperintendent and woods foreman^ .W.Cam¬ 
pbell was Sec,and Trpas,end John Campbell was president of the Co. 

They had a Co mmissary at camp 4 and 7 soot he men could get nece¬ 
ssities with out- coming ou£"to~CaepOTlTTO'tfmpffbinST’ the* stores had a clerk. 
They cut all kinds of hard wood Spruce and Hemlock,and the best information 
i could get they cut between 90 and 100 million feet, ^ r y 7 - ** ^ 


They jaid their men $ 1.75 per day contracted timber cutting for 


$1.00per 14,$2 .50 jet cord for pealing tan bark some of t h is bark was used 


locally the rest shipped to other tanneries in different sections of the U,S. 

There were quite a few accidents and quite a few lives were lost, 
during the time of this operation, Charlie Bush was killed bvaXflllillK log 


,ertner ,eiford of Buckeye was killed by some log trucks that got loose and 
jranji way hittin g- the ^caboos e„ln which he was standing .Cecil Galford of Poc- 
ahontafTCo.was killed - by a falling tree,and an Italian working on the R,R 
grade was blown up by dynamite parts of , 

- --—-_ of his b °dy were found ln the tops of 



y fr" 6 50 and 60 fert high. 

Bill prarl McCauley ®° m £ a 30 ° * n woods, on thr R.R .and on tke 

/ as blacksmith he did most of the horse 

W £ £ aftFr qultt1 ^ or at night ao the tea.eVouad i» no tl-. 

f ut^nr Cottpany furnished eoployaent to not only the am 

that lived in this territory but furnished employmeit to men that came with 

them. 

tThis was a prosperous operation and it meant a lot to Pocahontas Co. / 
and especially tdray District where this operation took place . When they 

had finished the operation back on the Williams River they sold the land off 
to different people some of it was cleared up and usel for crop ground ox 

put into pasture as for yearB Williams River was noted for its abundance 
of grass most of the farms on Laurel Creek are part of the Campbell Lumber 

Co. land. They sold acres to some stockholders in the Benf of Marlinton 

they fowadd a Co, and went by the name of Pocahontas Co. Coal and Land Co. 
and in 1935 they sold to the U. S Government, this was the Campbell cutting from 
he Meadows on Williams River taking in Black Mt, to the Cranberry side or 
arren cutting by the High Rocks and extending to the Spruce Flats or a bomdary 

f S0I0 acres and on this is Blatk Mt, fire tower which is used each fall during 
ire season. On this boundary you find excellent trout fishing in spring and in 
5 fall abundance of good hunting turkeys .grouse, deer and bear besides the fur 
beeriqg animals and in this class you evenfind Beaver as there are beaver work 

ing inmany sections of Williams River therefore Williams Ri.ver and especially 
the Campbell land is the Sportmans paradise 

Beaver Dam on Williams River got its name by Beavers being there 
-ears ago and building dams across the streams at that time. 

Inthis section you find more of our typical mountain people 
than ii any other section of the country the typical mountaineer of r/.Va 

Quite a few of tie woodsman settled on williams River after 
the Campbell Lumber Co. had finished up and they are found there today 
some living in crudely constructed log houses and making part of their 
living hyffish ing, hunt ing trapping and digging ginseng. 

^ampbells finished up in 191^ thus ended one of the largest 
lumber operations of Pocahontas County. They shipped^iout all the lumber 

and move a all machinery ana sold the houses and lots in Campbell^to C.A 
Yeager of Larlinton^wwhhe had a sale and sold them to prospective home 




r eerkrrs and today „ 

oocupifd b> fa ,, illps “““ »•»» 

a store »black6nith norlcin S for the Campbell Lumbar Co. There ie still 
would be largFj. t ’* church - Bch ° o1 ' filling station this town 

impossible as you th&n is but *“■ to thp lo cation expansion is 

the other theref^ ^ ^ “ VPry BtFep h111 on 

a clean little^own'rfJw*!? * nd FXp6nslon lB impossible huinrver you find 
for their ii vi ' ^ p0pu ^^l l0n dFpe ndln E on employment elsewheri 


Information.—-— Lloyd Vanreenen Marlinton,W,Va. R.F.D. 

George Burgess, 1 ' " * 1 

Jacob O.Cogar, •' »• »• 
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stone i 8 f 

* m many sections of Pocahontas County the elevation 

I jSF ran t» in £ from 2200 f cet . 

J I ^ * t0 £ ° OUt ^ 00 ° f££t 10 ^ is found,in Little Le 

iB fouDd °n Locust Creek,stamping Creek,the entire 
^ ( 1 ^ Cnd arOUnd Hillebo - from above Millpoint to near the top of Droop 

*• '-^’ In ^ ura y__District it is found on Srago Creek,Dry Creek in many sect- 

- niter but the greatest deposit is found near Idray,limestone is found 

^ " nny SeCti0ns Greenbank District but most of it is found near Dunmore 

on Back llountain above Cass. ' 

<\ U " CEtone »• “«d for agricultural purposes as far bast as theJOs 
] n used very extensively for this purpose since about 1936 one of the 

j lar£ ' Et li “ tet ° n£ Pocahontas County is found opera^on Each io- 

I obtain above Cass.here Robert Havener has a draw kiln that put out-d^ons of 
I in I9ta this limestone is found on elevation around 3,000 feet and its P ur- 

| itjr isj^llme.the equipment used by Hevener insists of the follow au air eom- 
I- ^ tr och to deliver with,he employs 5 men in getting out the rock 

0 a to termers in Pocahontas,Randolph end Pendleton Counties.This 

operation v.as started in I937. 

In 13>3 C * A Y0Ung of ^^* 7 * erected two draw kilns at.the Overholt 

cave on f..( head v.eters of Sx^.,- n 

‘ feo Creek ana in 1940 he burned about 600 tons 

'■ ’ * • • ich Teas bourht bv +v. c ^ 

arm€rs of PocahontaB County,he eaploys from 4 


1 







- ^uatry.sattuo. 0 Sttith Hillsboro. ...Ve.Pocahontaa County. 

About I93 ? Sa:cuel 

Bartholomew built a draw Iciln at the foot of ^oop 


untain on the f ara 


of H.v; Beard he operated here f or two years lost hie lease 
meantime Lewis Gay had built a draw kiln in the Zee fi_ 


the quarry and in the 


ff X ±m 

ats on the Jate John c&v -p 

V arm 80 Bartholomew went in with him Gay did the bur- 
^ ding and Bartholomew did th , delivering they contlnued to operate ^ ^ ^ 

11 1941 ' he ° BartholomeB ‘“ok over the entire operation and today he la empl- 


-,i..o Iron 5 to 7 men keeps a truck busy day and night hauling coal Iron Gree- 
-ner and Hicholas Counties and delivering Hue to Pocahontas,Greenbrier and 
Nicholas County farmers.H.W Eeard is now operating a draw kiln at the foot of 
Droop Mountain his output is sold locally to the farmers of little Levels bes¬ 
ides several hundred ton that has been applied to the late M.L Beard estate. 

About 1939 William Browning built a draw kiln on the Browning farm on 
I °- S ----^, hle ° UtpUt 16 eold in fooriontas and Raleigh County as he gets mo¬ 
st of his coal from the Raleigh coal fields.He enjoys from 2 to 5 men and has 
a delivery truck to deliver the lime to the farmers,this kiln v.as built by Hess 
lsooro.The young kiln built by George Havener of Idray. 


a.out 1939 F.v, Ruckman began to grind limesttn 


e into lime his crusher 


*A SCiU 

operates ot Stephen u olc tni— vr 

8 im€ stone is sold toifche farmers of Focahontas 

ounty,hc employs from 2 to 7 v 

" as a trector end the lime pulverizer also a 

elivery truck ocsldes then* 

operations you find draw kilns on many farms as well 







I Wi< they burn on the "" ° S '“ h KlllBboro -'- T »-F°cahontEe Co. 

I m T “ £ Ground ritv. i 

K..t this time the OMuf 
I w can u*e.cture of* i,* 

/ ime is one of the liading industries of 

pocahontae County,this u 

/ ffieBt ° ne Wil1 history for its self for in years 

W t0 COme yOU wll l still be ab . . 

^le to see the affects of where it was applied years 

j ' g ->^^’g6^aejL ^eed in concret e work end today we have many 

ri> of our better bulled_ 

& and bridges that have our native limestone in them as 
'■ell the limestone that has been used in the construction of our hard sur- 
d rosde ,the hard top on the£ene Cfl _ ? raii or route 219 from Buckeye to L!i_ 
P ° int Ca “ C fr ° m the head of Stej^aenSEole Run as the Hill Construction Co.of 
Va.opened up this quarry.At I dray there has been a limestone quarry for many 
y are and the town of__harldnton^has opened up a quarry on the Ilk Mt.road this 
limestone is used in the street w ork-in the town. 

Limestone has been used quite extensively in the nany buildings nade 

38,(16 fr0E1 Crushed liKe 8tone and one of the largest of this take is 
the Grade School building at Hillsboro,the stone coming from a local quarry ne- 

ar Hillsboro ana erected by the late Kinnlson of near Hillsboro. Limestone 

crashed at local ouarrvs ha R 

as been used very extensively in raking forra for bu- 

iIcings ,basements,foundations and in +v 

and in the many sidewalks that arc found in the 

tov.T.s of ?oc£hontas County EE + hc 

OS the Side talks at Hillsboro built in recent years 

:eve been made rith crash n 

E,eS ° ne C0I2in 6 ^ rom a quarry on^U J^Rua^ thie qu- 
— 1 gr?di ^ lr <ie« of rock ras knots c£ 


/ ** Industry. Serauel 0 Smith ^ 

Ft" I 1 ' 0 - roost.Pocahontas County m rloh 

r r non In limestone sod the richest 

S (ctIons ere Little Levels m.* , . 

---- ln M<i Q round Hillsboro,in rdrayjlst- 

— rict at and near Fdrav ^ 

^ Y>on and near Cave Creelc at Buckeye and on Back lit. 

Ja; above Cass in the Grffnhn^v , 

^ _ * Dist rict some testing as high as 995& pure lime. 


Th e cav c at St tv en r Rn ie o,, 

ne Hole Run was the home of Steven Sewell for several ye 


now a point of intrest for tourists for here you find a high li¬ 


mestone cliff in which is the above cave,many springs coming out of the roc¬ 


ks and all around are Spruce,Hemlock and Cedar trees which makes this a point 


of intrest to tourists and this could be developed to one of the leading pla¬ 


ces of intrest in Focahontas County. 


Limestone and its products are now and will be the leading industry 


of Focahontas County for years to come as it is just in its infancy. 


Pocahontas County has many outcroppings of £axblc all on the Nor¬ 


th Western side of the Greenbrier River.this Barbie crops out at about 2 600 


feet Starting at Droop foun tain and extending to Back L't.ln the upper end’ of 


.be county.in the vicinity of Hillsboro and the head of Staging Creek «e ha¬ 
ve marble of a thickness of from 25 to to feet these are m color fro. red to 


t0 « *2£2. «nge and fro. that 


etonc could be used 


to the various shades of gray,this gray 


cr.es for omimental 


£S 6 buildi *g stone , the brighter colors will produce st- 


*l-OE€e.Samples have been taken out by the 0 & 0 R.R 


** E S ° r “ C eonu ®ent ccnpeny would become 


interested and so far 




Wr iotrest eh own **» by ft " HlU>boro ^»Va. Pocahonteg Co. 
W itl M —- “» * our 

1/ 6 ‘ U - *•« —- County could ^ plj 

W .. . t0 bUlld 14 KUi 8 "‘^ consideration „ d MBplln ^ ... „ 

"* an, ** tt use deoldad to drop the „ rt l, qu _ 

<Gtion in Poanhontae County for th„ + 

that purpooe.but the futurefor_the develppsw 

"" ^ “ rblC ln P ^»ta» County looks bright. 

auu«ag atone of sandstone formntlon suitable for building and maso- 
nary construction Is found all along the western side of the Oreenbrler River 
the most that has been quarried has been used In bridge abutments building fo¬ 
undations and steps where durability and abrasive realetsno* are Important.All 
0 4 0 Railroad bridge abutments were taken from sandstone quarrys along tb 
Oreenbrler River among these is the Knapp. Creek Bridge,the Watoga Bridge snd 
others the best of sandrock formation for dimension stone is the Broad Ford 

Sandstone.Sandstone building rook are found In the nails of the Bank of tfcrlln. 
ton bui . 

Sandstone Is found In great quantity on the northern end of Droop "t 

^ E<al °" " ta °" 88 Bnttlesnake p/here you find maa.lv, rook 

eCVtral «* -r. - used ln the building, of 

cto L a State tpr> ^ *. 

* ° Cere rnd ° thtr the Droop fountain Park .U 

£0 1.1 r- - Inletrati\* c bui 1 m 

ouert lh< r< "™ 1?rleon ** « 

„ ;. “ aB8 -’ ; - 70 -e* 1 *!- Price karllnton.lt.T», 


•’p.C'.fological 8urvfy.ty "eul h Frlc 
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Commeroc And Industry .Stu-iue 1 G Smith.Hi llBboro..V.Va. Pocahontas Co. 
The St.Inwrence Eoom And itfg.Co. started buying white pine tirabex in 


Pocahontas County in IS74,this tract was bought from the Greenbrier Lumber Co. 
for * 50 . 000.00 and comprized 2,IS5 acres and laying on Sitlington Creek, peer 
Creek,Peters Mt.and Greenbrier River running with the lines of Isaac Moore & ]| 

e H.0 John A Warwick and with the road to Greenbank and the Sulphur Spring and txt- 

& ‘ ending to the lower end of Browns lit.some of this timber was located on Little 

ric 

Mil Creek.In 1 8$8 they bought a small tmet froml Isaac & Alcinda Moore and locat- 
& 

ed on Sittlington Creek & Thomas Creek and adjoining the lan<te ofX Archibald 
McCalister on Peters Mt. In ISS 2 they bought the white pine on 176 acres from 
'..'illiam F and Mary F Arbogast this tract was formerly owned byRobert C L’arwick, 

I and in the seme year they bought the pine and other timber on# 5 >IS 3 acres this 
was the Lockridge and Geiger tracts in Pocahontas Co,and in Bath Co.Va.and the 


I 


the J.P & Nancy Moomau lands that joined the lands of Lucy Taylor and Claybourne 

Ashford and in 1 883 they bought a tract of 35 1 aeffes from Henry and F.F Buzzard 

I lie wife and located near Huntersville Y.’.Va. also in S3 a tract from Jacob and 

! >he y Kerr situated on Deer Creek, and in S 4 they bought timber in Allegheny Ut. 

I hat layed in both Va.and w.Va.also in 84 a tract of 7^0 from George H Mclaughlin 

Thomas Creek also a tract on Cochrans Creek from Flijah and Mary May this was 

t of the land con veyed fr om the state of Va,to Daniel,Joseph and peter Moore. 

in I&S 5 a tract of 30 acres from John and Minnie Drlscol and laying on Kna- 

- 






r “ I,a jnaU8tr J’* S»3.Smith. pa t t 2 St. lowrenct Boom -Pocahontas 

rn “ ^ ISS6 b0U£ht “ trect tno ' ro na the J<»m Tmcy l*„ a ele0 ™ r _ 

ct known ns the George Sip It land, a tract known as tht James T Lookrldgt tr¬ 
et,and another ho™ as the Splot Run tractmd owned by Sherman Clark total 
in thcae tracts 3.1*0 and In ISS9 they bought a tract of 590 acres and laying 
’ “ ° n *“* brEn ° b ° f 0rt ‘" bri « »*** *«■ r.o Rohsbaugh of Grant County.t 
tMe btlnB a par * <* •_*»<* that was granted to Henry Philli ps b y the state 
T- 59° a77n this tr act. ; alsl m s, 

-res from Jacob and Rachel Sheets located on nest side of Greenbrier Hirer, 
e^o in S9 a tract of I 5 0 5 acres *■ Samuel and l*me Coop, and tao wn as the 
oeorge Burner land and in the sane year a tract of 6o acres on Back Alleghe- 
f ny Mountain fron Thomas Hug* hclaughlin.and in the sane year S 9 a tract of 

1,765 " CrtS fr0,n lBaa ° P B ° ess the tlmber on me both sides of the la- 

cr,.n°h o. the Greenbrier Hirer between Poca and Falls lit a. also <■ ... 


sides of the la- 


Falie Uts. also in the ye¬ 


ar ofl S9 a tract of 9 0I acres from Jacob B Pyles and his wife Sarah, Henry Fy - 

'*■“ “* “““ - »>. —.w— , 

S._ Pyles end located on Be a ve r CrecJt. and bought froa Qe<)rge M ghf{ 

ts a tract of 34 acres on Allegheny L t _ 1ro 

feneny Lt.also a tract of timber on Sittlington 

Greet from Killian H Cacklc y , and in +hF 

* ,aaa in the sEjae vear n +-r*»o+ _ 


C 82Jae y far a tract of 390 acres on la- 


;t prong of Greenbrier Hirer from L« And Rachel a 


:uraer,and in the same year 


tract of 776 acres laying' on 1 

- ^ - Southerns and Cochrans Creek from F.a and Tmsat i 







w lewrenct room <$■ ? fg. Co. S.G.S. Pocahontes Co.page 
[th.^nd in the same year n tract of 1515 acres from Samuel and Tame n OQ e 


>oin 

!gar 


of thf state of Laryland,this land rae known as thf Lee Burner land and vres 
located on North Fork of Greenbrier River,and in IS 90 they bought a tract of 
130 acres from Henry and Mary Yoakum this timber was located on the headwaters 
of the Greenbrier River,also in the year of IS90 they bought a tract of SO ac- 

r ohn 

and ^ e e from A .V and Martha Rider on Cochrans Creek,and in the same year they bou 
ght a tract of 150 acres from Henry and Allie Flenner located on Fast prong of 
the Greenbrier River,and again in the same year they bought a tract of IS 4 acr 
cs on Cochrans Creek from Horace and Margaret Iockridge,and in the same year 
a tract of 19&& acres on Allegheny Mt.from C.T Seebert part of this tract was 
in Bath Co.Va.and again in 90 they bought a tract of TThite p ine and Hemlock fr¬ 
om George I.M Hauok located on the west side of the wagon road leading from Hun 
trrsville,down Beaver Creek to Mllpoint joining the lands of TT.T Perry and Ja 
me e P McComb and containing 4 l 0 acres. In the $e a r of IS 9 I they bought I76O acre 
from Isaac Boggs,and in 92 a tract Som H.M Moore on Sittlington Creek for $ I. 

^ r l> ^°^ san<i feet,also in 93 a tract of S 20 acres located on Spice Run and sold 
by H.A Holt of Greenbrier Co.and Alex Mathews of the same County this land was 
c onveyed to Sheldon Clark in Ig 4 9 b y the state of Yaj ln IS 9 4 they bought a tract 
from Henry S Burr located on the headwaters of laurel Run and adjoining the la¬ 
nds of John Kellison,Charles Burr and The Be a verlick lumber Co.of Pocahontas 
this tract containc-d acres & 





Cnff < ?OOID & iHc.On C « e „ 

Kr m 7CQI, 4.U b °'~-FocBhontBB Co.Fare lj 

, V 1 1694 8t ’ I *”“ 0 ' — — •* Merchantable u , 

Ferry tract on Poplar Fibts at 7c „ +£S * -v 1 ° n tht 

* at 75 cte,per thousand from y?ivu 

liam c Alderman, 

contained too acres and Joined thelhnds of John w s»ith,ceor g e R1 

§1 d<r and Beaverllck lumber Co,this Umber was sold by j o A rh„ * 

Arbogaet as Sheriff of 

LXd Pocahonta e County to settle up the estate of Alex Rider 

Hu 

>d In ^ S-lf K ' lley Snd An<Sy R£ed mde ten “°y contracts with the Oo.to 

n look after 4 , 6 ^ acres. ' ' 

r 

in 1695 they bong* a tract of White Pine from 8.* Warns ley and known as 
the Hamilton lands this was sold by Cymis Scott and lorenso Strader of Hando- 
lph Count y ae special commissioners. 

in 1695 they bought the white Pine on HJO acres located on upper waters of 

middle fork of Anthonys Creek In 0*eenbrler County and was part of the Swan su- 
rvey of 17,500 . 

in 1696 they bought the merchantable timber on 330 acres on the Hunters¬ 
ville road to the Creenbrler Hirer from Peter D and Hary y eager and Henry * A i_ 
He Planner reserving two pine patches for fork handles 4 stock poles . 

m 1696 they bought timber on I 9 I acres from the Sherwood Co.sold by Oeo. 

F.M Hauck Pres.of Sherwood Co.this t™„, 

8 traot ffa e in Little Saok Creek and Joined 

18 ^ ° f R - S TUrk ' A “° 8 ^.mmel 0*Connell 4 J.c Lmiry. 

7 ° Ubht th6 mer chantable timber on 17,500 acres from the Sher- 


od Co. this timber layed on An+w„ « 

honys Creek conveyed by 0.W Ruckman to Geo.F 




PTrcnce Boo. 4 ■fc.0o...0. taMfcft— ^ Oo . pa£c 

, B nd IS.500 acres known as the «; r , 0 „ « 

Swan Survey on Cochrans Creek,Anthonys Creck 

Greenbrier Co.& Bath Co.Va. 

In IS97 they bought a boundary of I.&5 aures on the west side of the 
Allegheny fountain and extending to Knapps Creek and formally owned by Andrew 
Eero Id and John Drlsool but sold to Porter 4 Margaret Klnports this joined the 
lands of A.V Moore, I. B Moore and F Dever.and another tract of JS6I acres and 
not far from Sugar Canp Run. 

In IS99 Mary A Holt sold a tract of S00 a area on Spioe Run and another 
tract of £70 acres on laurel Run formerly owned by Sheldon Clark and H.A Holt 
deoeased.also In the same year this Co. bought a tract of 1760 acres from 
Isaac and Rachel Boggs,thia timber layed on the Fast Branch of Greenbrier 
River, Boggs lived in Pendleton Co. 


In 1901 they bought a tract of I 9 S acres from J.H and Jennie Butsard 
this timber ms on Bouthards Creek and joined the following farms Virginia 
Alderman,Sherman Kincaid. Also in the same year D.V.S Alderman sold them tim¬ 
ber on Douthards and Anthonys Creek in the amount of 396 aorea.And in the 
same year they bought 396 acres from Valter F Alderman this was the Bradshaw 
lands and apart of the Soloman Alderman lands. 

_ 90 I Sherman and Flla Eincaid sold paic*them two tracts the first 
containing 300 aciee and in past years was conveyed by Villiam Bradshaw to 


Timothy Alderman about IS 70 ,the latt 


er tract contained 196 acres and was on 
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And industry. £.0 3 tr.ith Hillsboro.W.Va.Pocahontas County. 
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hards Creek the former on Big Run in d 'rushcy fountain. 

Y 

f In 1903 they bought a tract of I9S acres Som Dun ond Sue O'onndl on Dout- 
hsrdB Cretk and in 1904 I9S acres fiom J.H and Jennie Buzzard also on Douthar- 
ds Creek,and in 1903 a tract of 202 acres from George and Luzema Huntley and 
in 1909 a tract of White Pine from Charles G and kary Tracy. 

The St. Iavrrence Eoom And kfg.Company began operating -in Pocahontas Co. 
about IS74 and continued until about 1912 or 13 . their circular mill was located 
at Ronceverte in the bottom between the river end the C & 0 R R.The president 
of the company rms Thomas J Shrylock. 

They did most of th< ir lumbering by contract and among them were the fo¬ 


llowing John peters,7;hiting Erothera,Judge Huntley and Son George,Denning & Wh- 

iting and later Smith & Vfhiting,Dan O'Connell besides the subcontractors and 
J.D .,'illiam 

Driscol and Sullivan and Codonel Cecil Clay took contracts from the main contra- 


In IS96 John Deters took a contract from the St. Lawrence firm to oper¬ 
ate timber on laurel Run this was mostly White Fine and coming from what was 
known as the Wallace timber,this boundary was to be operated during 96 & 97 
it was estimated there was 2 million! feet on the stump,Peters was to cut, peel 
end slide and stamp the logs and get $7.00 per thousand when delivered to the 
boom at Ronceverte or Caldwell. 

J4j--rg ln contractors were Smith and Whiting,but prior to this it 








'mm,! St. lovrrcncc - O ora 4 p „ 

W‘“ “ ^ 

J' ct “ d to operate untU the 1oh 

V Job rae completed ae Smith 4 TThltw 

¥ they t-ere from Pairing the time Deinln _ „ *«• 

„ E * ® ltlnS 'Wch uae about 

“ to 93 they uorked 15 teams and from 50 to 7S 

from 50 to 75 men bcsldee the teama they 

tM8 Um£ th£y ~ - and to the divide on 

°“ V ‘ r Crtek ° UttlnK Prln ° lFall =' «lt. Plne.yhloh mas but skidded and put 

1,1 8 6UdE ”° rked t0 » Rlver -d drore to Roncevcrte to the et. 

lewrence mill. 

‘ - »«».■ a. 

““ ” ■* “ * •“ - «• «... ..... TO « 

i-ork.they received ;4.00 a day.They had a be 

ay had a big camp end John A.Sheeta mas the 

cook. The St. Wence brand baa the figure , toslde 

7 inside a squaae which had to be 

stamped on each log before it was put in the river ready for the drive. 

4 : * lnb ° Ptratl0g 00 B£a ' rtr °f«k xeso and Bus Christer 

subcontracted from them th Pm + 

creek end from there Into the Greenbrier River a 

Rlv or.George llcComb took a contract 

from Chrioter In this same territory. 

Continued to neat report. 
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t And Induotry.Samu c 1 0 Smith HIlloboro.W.Va.Pocahontas County. 

About ise4 John Driocol of Pa.took a contract from the St. Lawrence 
^Boon And Mfg.Co.und operated on Cummings Creek,these logs were floated to 
| W Knapps Creek by a splash dam that was constructed at the Fsco Alderman farm 
on Cummings Creek,and fiom Knapps Creek they we* drove into the Greenbrier 
end to Ronceverte. 

Jim O'Connel had a contract during the operation of- the Thite Pine 
in Pocahontas Countyhis operations were on Oldham Run from SS to 92 ,he had 
a catip at each end of the slide and stables for the horses as they used from 
30 to 40 teams part were his own the rest were hired from farmers in the Lev- 
f ls District namely John Cleek.Poe ?;eiford,Tom Burgess,Jesse Curry,and Fllis 
IfcCarty besides the ones he hired from Anthonys Creek. Charlie Ramsey was head 
cook.They used a slide on this operation,which cut out several million feet. 

His next job was next to middle fountain near Rimel,hls cacp was on 
Douthards Cr« ek. 

The T.hiting Brothers Idd & Kilt operated on Beaver Creek in 1913,l4 
had a camp below Howard Underwoods,one near Pyles Kt.on Hokem Run and another 
on Jakes Run.They used 4 teams and employed about 25 men.The TThiting Bros.were 
from Pa. 

In 1907 & OS Judge Huntley and son George of Pa. took a contract 


from The St.Iawrence Boom And Lfg.Co.and operating at this time as the 8herw- 





( t Ug.Co.tngc 2 of Port 2.B.G Smith PocaLontaa County 
■ 5 ^ 0 . ,thin <ij, nut Ion woe nainly on Douthorda Creek here they had a oaraj. 


for the mtn and the horse* as thry worked from 150 to 200 mm had C trams of 


their own besides the ones they hired namely B.O Kayea Frank and Gurfi 


urns 01 , 

14 I 


Ben Campbell George. and Iverett Alderman, and Andy Llghtner.The y built a spl — 


a eh dam near the head of the ortek to make a tide to carry the logs to Knapp-I 


s Creek to bt drove on to Roncevcrte. 


Otis Warwick was head cook with Clarence Jordan aB his assistant, 


Jake Carey was foreran on this job,in one drive they had over 13 million feet, 


The slide had to be wat ered so the logs would ru n and amo n^the^men 


that watered slide were the following John & Harry Jordan & Robert Hall of Hi- 


About ISS5 Smith & Whiting were operating on Cummings Creek near whe. 


re John Lee now lives,at this operation they used 6 & 7 teams of horses and 


employed from 60 to 70 men,and had a log engine that they used to haul the lo 


; 0 Knapps Creek, this engine was fired o n wood most of the time as about the 


only coal at that r time was on Brierjr^priob,which was a long ways off but coa. 


from here was used by Smith & Whiting during their operation in the .mite P 


ne operation on leuffel and Oldham Rune. 


About IS93 John PeterB took a contract from this conpany on 


<y ca lleu at that time Klondike Hollow as it layed to the Horth and was ver 


cold, this was on the right hand prong 

-- —^ “ 


£ of Island Lick Run.hc employ** 0 


r mu 





r ^ t 3 of pRrlj g _ > | 

* 0O:n & '-£• Oo. S.O Smith. Pocahontas Co.COkkIRCI & irrUSTHY'J * 

nd tkcir tiar^o th< following nut so at of thtm Idgar L Smith & Gcor^t 
A l ' nr °£ ntoga,!'.lllprd F Ruckman.Lee & Frank koore,& John Clttk of Uillpoint 
jjp they built elides that extended in to the mountains for 2 & 3 miles these 


/ 


bad to be kept watered so the ice would make the long..ru n faster,from the 


Scseu slides they were put in Xinnison and laurel Run and to the Greenbrier River 


TyP 1 - to be drove to Ronceverte-Peters also operated below Durbin for this company. 


John T Dixon took a contract from this company at oh laurel Run,at Dee- 


rcreek,and Cass. 


Tom and Jack Crookshanks of Pa. took a contract and operated on the head 


of laurel Run at Burr Valley oh the John Burr place,these logs were taken down 


laurel Run by train and put into the Greenbrier near Beard.T7.Ya. 


Harry & Frank Harper had a contract their logs went down Anthonys Creek, 


H , they sub-contracted from Smith & Whiting.They had a camp and used 3 & k teams. 


As in all other sections of our country lumbering preceded agriculture,some 


our early settlers came for timber,some for the wildlife that roamed the 

hills while others came to make homes,from the high mountain peaks some of the 
--» 


ettlers might have looked down upon the rolling hills and the fertile valleys 


overed with timber and on the east side of the Greenbrier covered with White 




as 75>o of the timber on the east side fcas softwood, to operate and manuf- 


T 1 ctuxe this timber the St.Iawrence Boom & itfg.Company installed the largest 


I ill to be found i this eection or in fact in thc United States at th at tlag 


J 






f!. 


r '“* rtnC ' ? °°" 4 ^.Oo.B.O Smith PocOo.Pag, 4 or part a. 


y 


P" 111 lnStCll<d 0t and during thl. op.rntl'on t M , 

K.duc.d somtthlng Ilk, 600 million.The st.lmnr.no, p„pl« harn.nned Or,,n- 
brlfr River With dame,booms etc. and several paralleling canals in which to 
catch,sort and store endless millions of logs these having been cut up the 
"’•tipot CcJ river and drove down,this operation was known as the T.hite pine days and to- 
Scsearch Wi day we find settlers in Focehontas County that au,e to this county from other 

TSrplst sections of the Btate from other sections of the United States and man) came 

< 

Source < in here from Canada during the operating of the TThite Pine,married here and 


This today we find many families in Pocahontas Counts'that their father or grandfath- 
ourt hou\ ' 

cr were the pioneers in the opening up and developing of our greatest resource 

1 

IKiXliour timber in which this company operated over something like 
55*000 acres and extended from the Greenbrier Ciunty line to the head of the 
Greenbrier River.This operation furnished employment to our many people as well 
as a drawing card that brought in settlers from butside the state and as the 
land was cleared of its timber the more level lands were taken for agriculture 
and so today when traveling through this vast teicretory you see many farms with 
raving grain that once upon a time produced some of the best TThite Pine timber 
that was taken out of this section,but today we find several thousand acres of 
ft this vast T.’hite Pine forest land that has been bought by the U.S Government for 
reforestation purposes this is particularly true with the Buckley and Pyles 
| fountain area along with with the chain of mountains from the Greenbrier Co. 
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r 7 <Ca 3tate "« “ - paxt of the ,,ite Pint te rr et 0ry . \ 

=h A The »“ that operated this latte Pine had to tnduxe all sorts of har- 

.£ aEhipS K ° rked l0ne hourG ln 4(£ P enow in the noods and on the drives they 

had to work long hours often getting wet and this driving was .very dangero- 

1 Us end m€n were drowned besides the ones that received broken legs and 
h 

lost limbs due to beind crushed in the jam of logs in the river often in 
the icy water up to the waist for hours, if the logs lodged they were dynami¬ 
ted and set moving again.The men that worked in the TThite Pine were of the 

, } A 

. sticrdy pioneer type ,the character that wasyiln frontiersmen while laboring 
in the White Pine woods among strange® with hardships dangerous work and 
working and staying in an isolated section has left its impression upon the 
civilization of today as they were of the sterdy pioiueer type some of which 
married and settled in some of the White Pine terretory.Thus the passing of 
one of Pocahontas Countys largest lumber operations and the largest soft wood 
op erat ion. 

This lumber was shipped from Ronceverte to many of our larger cities 


some worked into ceiling other for siding and the larger timbe® for framing 
•bat were used in the many buildings that were being built at that time all ov. 
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* InduBtry.S.S Wth Hillsboro.,,.Va.Pocahontae Lusty. 

la^rtnct Soon. 4 lifg. Co - page 6 of part s _ 

\ r jt lu,®cr uhich found a rtady mrket.Thls operation meant a lot to Pooaho- 

(“ 0OUnty 88 U fun ’ lehci1 ffployoent to our many woodsman and It was from the 

» le tlmber “ 4 em pdoyment that helped develop Pocahontas County to Its 

ndard it has today as it has always ranked high in the growth,manufacture and 

sale of timber and its products. 

They cut down the Y/hite Pine trees. . 

Brove and rafted them away to the mill, 

Twas in the days of the \7hite Pine, 

That they cut down our evergreen trees. S.G.S 

Information-Howard Underwood Hunt ersvi lie. U.Va. 

Robert Lee Syms. • * 1 1 

H.J Barnes Buckeye. » 

John B Buckley. »• 

James Jordan Hillsboro. 

Calvin Vi price Marlinton. 

J.C Morrison. ‘ 1 

B.C Hayes. Millpoint. 

Jake Simmons. Watoga. 

Tdgar L Smith. Uatoga. 

Court Records. Marlinton. (( 

About 1690 to 95 a party of men cut some logs along Cheat River and 

rafted them to Point Marion Pa.a distance of between 250 A 300 miles and when 

they landed them there the logs were nearly worn out from bumping rocks along 

•the way as this route was very rough with high falls and deep gorges. 

Inf -John and Jay Buckley .Buck eye.77.Va. 
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0-Oomr.crce And Industry-S.C Smith .Hillsboro ,W ,Va.Pocahontas 
The Operations Of George wilhlamB- 


County. 


In I9o2 George Williams of near Lobelia .Pocahontas County ,Va bou- 


* 

•o 
^ „ ‘ 






4 6 ht a circular nsaw mill, his first operation was a set on Caesar fountain 
for S.J Payne of Hillsboro who had bought a tract of timber from Sam & 3- 
abina^amsley for .*175. 00 and they received in payment one horse at S125. 
and a buggy at $50.00 this contract was vnritten August h,l9Ce. 

325. 000 was cut at this set and upon completion moved to Seebert. 

His next set was also for S.J Payne and the mill was set at what 
was known at that time as Carter Siding which is just below Seebert ,7? ,Va 
the timber having been bought from many different people of Seebert and 
the surrounding terretory.This operation started in April 1903 and run to 
Kay 19#. 

Camps were built to take care of the men and barns were built to 
stable the horses,as Payne had one and two teams there most of the time 
besides the horses of Illis McCarty of Hillsboro and K.O Vfade of the 77a- 
de corner which is a section at the top of the Seebert hill. 





The lumber was laded in box cars of the C & 0 Railroad and ship¬ 
ped to many different actions,4 00, 000 was sawed at this 6et and Williams 
was sawyer on all of his operations. 

From Seebert the mill was moved to Red Lick Mountain to saw for 
Smith and Whiting they having bougt this tract of timber from W.H Shear¬ 
er who lived on the }fed of Dry Creek above Onoto. In the Company were 
Captain A.l Smith and Jim ..hiting. 

There was 37S aefe in this bandary and bounded as follows starting 
at the head of Dry Creek thence to the Silas Barlow line then >0 the line 
of 1.11 Ar'atast and wife the lines of S.B ilklna end H.O Davie and then 





George Williams o^’ a t ^ nilth,Hilleboro » rr * Va *PoealiontaB County. 
K the Gibson line.th B tr 1 T Concluded._ 
m Jr tract was formely owned by the Lynch Lumber Co. 

timber was deeded to Smith And ‘.Thiting Inarch 2I,I906,the y paid 
j^$I 7 0C * 0( - - or th( boundary from which they sawed 400,000 feet of boards there 
was two sets .Upon completion of this operation Williams moved/ his mill 
back to the Little Levels District and over CaeBar Mountain to his next 
set. 

The 4th set was for J.I peck on the farm known at that tiihe as the 
Dr.J.D Thrasher farm and deeded by him to J.I and Iffie peck July 9.I9P3. 

The mill was set just under thft top of Caesar Mountain on the 

it 

Peck place and ready for operation,peck had a team and did part of the 

*0 





skidding but he hired Harry and Frank Thompson of Millpoint to do part of 




the skidding. 

John Bobiett of Lobelia had the misfortune of having his hand cut 
off by the edger on this operation leaving him a cripple thfc rest of his 
ifi life. 

This operation took place in 1906 & 07 and they sawed 416.000. 
#5 — The next set was for S.J Payne and took place on top of Caesar 

Mountain at the Dick Anderson farm and purchased from his widow Sally 

o, 

t Anderson the farm is now owne d by Wilford Bruffey. 

This was operated in 1906 and 75,000 was seared at this set. 

c #6- In 19 Q 6 George williams sawed two sets for S.J Payne on Rush 




Hun the timber was bought from Ambrose Hill^ * 

#7— In 1906 & 07 Will isms sawed for W.W Einnison on Bruffeys Creek 

part of this timber was logged from EinnisonA own farm the rest he boug¬ 
ht from near by farmers. 

#5 _ In 19 07 George Williams set his mill on the Cass UOOoy farm on 

Eruffey's Creek and sawed a set for W.T* Einnison .Einnison having bought 
what timber there v.as on the McCoy farm ,which when sawed was used by 





commerce And Industry-s 0 s?r , +> , U4 ,, ^ 

_Ofor-t ■•nij Smith,Hillsboro," .Va.PocahontaB County. 

0 or ^ c .,ui 1^ conclude d-_ 

Ki.mi In hie carpenter work ae 7,’.W Kinnison contracted to build and 
^^.•onstructed some of Pocahontas County's best and rest expensive buildings 
arsons the m we r e the Methodist Church at Harlinton,W,Va. The Hillsboro Gra¬ 
ded School and a re e ide n ce in the Kinnison Addition of Hillsboro tHi/iH // 
and the Bank Of HillBboro Building these were all brick buildings and con¬ 
structed by Kinnioon a resident of Hillsboro and near Lobelia,so most of the 
-^timber he bought and had sived was used by him in te construction # of buildi¬ 
ngs of some kind or other. 




** Information-George Williams ItHfctU* Hillsboro,W.Va. (R F D) 
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Clov-er Ilrk, . "a. 

P- *«h-•»»•:« ' r-.nr, t y 
’“ay 2, 1. 40 

^urlnr the Industrial Period ( 1860 - 1 P 10 ) the people of Pocahontas 
County repaired and reestablished their saw mills, riit mills, 
tanneries, and so forth, that they had establis .ed before the Civil 
ar , then of course there were many new ones built and many of 
the old ones were under new management. These, however, were all 
small individual businesses Just as they had been before the war. 

No greatcomnercial industries were begun until ie76 when the St. 

Lawrence Boom and Lumber Company came into the county and began 
cutting the white pine, cherry and walnut and rafting, it down the 
^reenbrier Fiver to Eonceverte. Since Pocahontas was so abundant 
in these timbers, this became a very important industry. Practically 
all of the lumber taken from this county during the next twenty- 
five years was taken out in this manner. 

’.Tihile it became known that Focahontas had snail deposits 
of iron, and some marble nothing was done to develop an industry 
and no mineral rights were taken. 

Since agriculture and grazing were the chief occupation arri there 
was no coal, nor enough other minerals to attract corporations there 
was no struggle between the land owners and corporations. The land 
was still in the hands of the original owners or their families and 
was valued only for Its timber, grazing and for the timber. Even 
yet many farmers continued to clear their fields' and to roll the loga 
into piles and burn then not realizing that they were destroying 
what would have soon been worth a fortune to them. 

As soon as the railroads were completed in 1601, the county 
beran to improve fornow, that transpo tation was available, 1-umber 
companies we-e anxious to coen up this vast timber section. Lumber 
towns snrang p almost over ni ht, but when the lumber tog was d m 
they disappeared almost as fast. 

. 3 co- i n t ind anything much written on this I cons lted "’alvin Frlr 
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once a man by the name of Tfenry Phillip* who was looking 
till, land In the 1790. Re en t '8 ed a surveyor, ..lll’pm Foo-e 
arlins Botton, and surveyed 41,000 acres at the headwaters of 
reenbrier River. This survey took in most of that rich timber 
country. About the same time a Randolph County surveyor made a survey 
of 31,000 acres for Richard Smythe which interfered, and lapped 
on the 41,000 acres. 

Henry Phillips having acquired this land paid little or no attention 
to it, not even paying the paltry taxes. With other large surveys it 
lay idle and useless. 


The legislature of Virginia finding that such large grants hindered 
development, evolved the law of forfeiture. So m the 1830's and 1840‘s 
they began to cut up these lands and sell them for the benefit of the 
school fund.*Tne Phillips 41,000 acres was thus dieoosed of to the 
highest bidders. It brought £ 212.00 which was about the coat of survey¬ 
ing and selling it. 

In the 1880's there was a law suit over this land because of the 
surveys of Phillips and Smythe. But it seems that the Smythe. surveys 
called for a cypress and no cypress could be found in these high 
mountains. The work probably should have been cippus meaning a set 
stone. At any rate, Pocahontas county wrested from Randolph bounty 
this large territory. 

This threw to Pocshontas county a big boundary of spruca and hem¬ 
lock forest country so rich in timber as ti, render it worthless fr 
anything else. 





’n the titles based on this sale of forfeitures the land rose 
in value until it was worth some thine like $ 5,000,000 in one day 
for the timber alone, and now that the timber has been cut is 
held at something like 5.00 an acre for grazing. 

In 1903-1915 whan the heavy growth of timber was being operated 
a number of towns sprang up and flourished for a while and disap¬ 
peared. Among them: 7/ilkell, Gertude, Kay, Brancher, Adeline, Olive, 
Hide, Winterhurn, Burner and Oxley. The Coal and Iron Railway . 

'.That a vision of wealth and prosperity that name once -conjured. Town 
sprang up and drummers walked the railroad from one town to the 
next when the trains did not run to suit them. *he above mentioned 
towns occupied the sixteen miles of river and railroad which lies 
between Durbin and where Randolph County begins at the divide. 

This is now a part of the cold and barren which lies in Pocahontas 
'.There as it used to look stern and wild, it row looks wild and naked. 

From Pocahontas Times - 1918 by Andrew ^rice 
The above towns were only a few of the lost towns of Pocahontas. 
During the lumbering days towns sprang up all along the Greenbrier 
River and than lost their importance or ceased to exist except in 
name, Sitlington, Clover Lick, Harter, Campbelltown, Stllwell. 1 his 
was partly after 1510, however. 
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Com-wrce And Inductry. Sa,,uf 1 c Smith Hillsboro.7. .Va.Pocahontae Co. 
..<st Viiginia Pulp And ?op<r Co. Cass.“.Ya. 


•Tht I7.Va.Pulp And Pap«r.Co.b*gan op<ration in 1900 and have 
been operating practically steady since that time,the min 8lt€ 
bought from Nekton J Gum and at that time was being farmed by him. 


The 7t’.Va.Pulp And Paper Co.was made up by and with the foll¬ 
owing men John G Iuk< of Orange ,n.Y and hia sons Villiam,now at Cov- 
ington.Va .Al Luke,Charlie lake and S.F 82aymakfr and TTilliam Whitm< r 
of Pa.Slaymaker had the s< llirg of all lumber. 

The general manager of this co.was £.P Shafer for a long pe r- 
lod and the pr»d.nt mgr. is S.D Huff.R.S Eickman was general mgr. of tht 
Co. stow and Surke KcOarty was assistant store mgr. The ns* of the store 
is Th. Pocahontas Supply which did an .noxious business at on. ti* as 
th<y had as high as 20 cl, rks besides th. other stor< s at Sprue and Sl¬ 
aty fork besides small store s at so* of th. coal min.s . 

This is a double band mill that cut about 75 to 80,000 a day nh- 
■n they *re op. rating the best of their tlmber.they had 14 log 

and 3 of these e, re the large at shay engines built at that tl* .they had 
10 to IS loaders besides «Ateam skiddera that they used on Elk snd ot- 
, r sections XStXlKg but at on, time they had 27 camps snd had about 70 te- 
C-J..p therfo r e they had over 200 teams of horses or 400 h'sd. 

Tb.y hr l o at, am ahoy. 1 and a ditcher. 

Th,lT H R ^ - the oreenbri. 



r Cfc'at And Flk Riv< r R R 


Jret ”r .F 


Tirst '-ir~ lnU 

t era* ^ o1opt 

• Fulp And Paper Co.# P Page. s.O S. Pocahontas Co. 
or the G.O & E. rith Rob< rt Hivio as R R Supt.The railroad started at Cass 
invent up L«Btherwood to Spruce and there it foied rent dom Cheat River near 
Cheat Junction,the oth er fork leads to Bergoo,Slatyfork and vec.vith a line 
up Flk River and in on Tea Creek by nay of Red Lick lit. 

The mill foremans were William Antferson and Charlie Furnan.the 
druggist was Harry Hill and at pssent store Hgr,E.C Smith was store ligr.at 
Slatyfork,Jay Buckley was clerk at Slatyfork and run coramisarys for the Co.at 
different placee,V.'illiam Buckley worked in the store at Cheat.The woo* supts, 
were Sol iiclJeely.Heaston Payne Juason Taylor and John(Jack) Crookshanks, 
lumber graders J.R Guthrie and hark "'ood Gum,the postmasters have bee n Dr.Joe 
Ayers, lake Clark end James L'oyers the present P.M.Kerl Irvine conductor and 
train master,G«orge Graham was in charge of the office R.w Fox hookeeper and 
Leona Sheppard office worker,John Hannah G.C.4 E .R.R. Elmer Duncan shop cl¬ 
erk train master and office man,Joe Graves yard foreman, S.E Hethkln run the 


Company iarm and operated the meat market for several years but the present 
farm manager is George laugh,George Andesson was shovel men for the R R and 
another G‘orge Anderson was assistant mill foreman .Yard foreman Hot Rose. 

The first Company doctor waa Dr.Julian Arbuckle he was one of Gre¬ 
enbrier County, leading doctors after he left Cass,the pr«sent~Dr. is Dr.U.H 
Hannah and thfir veterinary v.as Dr.F.C Nickel. 



ifcl '••'•Va.PuOp & Paper Co.page r 3 

Th. following v:<r. <n L -lnccrs on th< 8.0 4 I R.H .oaf ti»t or other 

roeorge V. 1111ams,Oal Erndlcy.otorgi Cromer,Em Cameron,Sam '.Tough .Frank fill- 
iani6 ,F loyd Dorman,H.C Gilmore , Thurman Fltzwatcr,Pat Bradley, Char lit & Grover 
Craddock-Red Stanley,C.Y. r Odell was train dispatcher .Frank Imes ires conductor 
on Cheat.James Collison was time keeper for the woods and took orders for the 



camps.The sawyers were the following men Tim Kenealey,jean KCpner,Homer Br- 
ovm,Ray Ott,Blackie Calhoun, Robert Blackburn,7.arrt-n Shifflet,Joe Hannah. vas 
one of the first sawyers,and the present sawyers are Harry Miller and Oscar 
Sarson.Joe Y/oodde 11 is town police.Kfrbert Shafer master mechanic and shop 
fore man, the ir electric welder man is Chalmers Shrader. 

The *,7.Va.Fulk And Paper Co.have operated over something like 110, 
000 acre s^bc sides some in other couties and this ace rage covered the most of 
the upper end of Pocahontas County,and took in the following terretory,Cass, 
Back Mt,Cheat Kt, flora Cheat River,Bergoo Creek,Slatyfork,Gaule y Mt,Ilk River 
and to the Randolph County line and when they wtr< operating from 1915 to 30 
they employed between 2500 and 3,000 men that received from $ 2-50 to $ 4.60 
a day(the high prices were during the war.) 


Besides the "band mill at Cass they had a pulp mill at Sprue* and 
they put out solid train loads of pulp that was shipped to Covington Ya.to th¬ 
eir pap 1 r mill or to luke Md to a paper mill there and on karah 10.19^*0 they 
had a big at the Covington plant that destroyed eev*rel thousand dol3a» 




B 

0 _^ P ‘ T -Va.fulp & Fapcr 

W^orth of property and oat* rip 1, losing 10 million pounds of finished kroft 
r end scrap b«sidt8 the paper and two men lost their lives J.E steelcy plant 
Supt.and .alter F lunger mill chemist and dfpt.he&d w< rt overcome with smoke 
and di { d of a heart attack. 

Itering the war they had an Ixtract plant in th< low«r end of Cass 
at what is called the y.andhtre th<y made^JchajjA-dye th« supt.was A.Uolton. 

The population of Cass at the present time is S00 but back a few years 
ago it had a population of ^2,00 and at that time was the largest town in 
Pocahontas County, Cass has about 400 E2 Company houses a Echool for the wh¬ 
ite population also a school for the colored,3 churches and a large hotel 
that would accommodate from 50 to 75 people that was under the management 
of L'rs.Jack Crookshanks and a tos.Eeastex at different times they employed 
4 or 5 girls and 2 cooks,besides this establishment they had private hotels 
and restaurants on the east side across the river,and it was on east side 
where the lumber hicks mostly put up and it was here that several raurdcr6 
were committed and was known as dirty street over here you found 2 or 3 sto¬ 
res a restp.urant,a hotel and Several privately owned hous®. 

The Co.had «imps from Spruce to 3emis on the TJcstem Maryland R R, 
most of the 0.0 4 U 1 was built by Italians and Austrians and these were 



known as the bohunk camps. 




,.Va Pulp And Paper Co. Page # 5 

During th<ir operations coal vob discovered and mines were opened 
on top of Gaulcy Mt.between Bergoo Creek and Slatyfork this mine was 
' until 19^0.another mine was opened up below Spruce and was called the Hopk 


operated LH 


!„s mine,another nas the Llnan mine Just felon the Hopkins mlne.and ahou t 


Of 


1920 bib John mine and Deer Idck mines oere opened up,this nas about the tl« 
they were lumbering up Fishing Bank Creek this coal v.as mostly used by the 
Co.In their trains and at the town cf Cass. You find coal on many of their 
holdings and no doubt some day these min es mill be reopened and nen ones 
opened up. 

The T7.Va Pulp And Paper Company beyond a doubt had the largest op¬ 
erations of any Co.operating in Pocahontas Co.snd today they own several th¬ 
ousand ac*s of land but have sold several thousand acres to the government 
for reforestation purposes,their farming operations are very extensive as they 
have farm lands from just outside of Cass to the^Grefnbank road and along 
Deer Creek and you find land in higi state of cultivation and some of the fi¬ 
nest barns that are found in this section of the State and in these they wi¬ 


nter from ? to 300 head of cattle end back a f‘w yfars ago they produdd over 
1,000 lambs a year. 

The W.Va.Pulp & Paper Co. Operations in Pocahontas County have me¬ 
ant more to the growth of the county then any other operation that has taken 
place here as they not only furnished CTnploymeny to the people but have helped 






V 


■ i ,.Ya.Pulp A Paper Co. Pocahontas Co. page # 6.S.0.Smith 

/ r«atly in the ray of taxation besides the towns that have sprang up 
/oa*fly Cues,Slatyfork, and Spruce besides scattered houses at these coal mi 

/ 

nes at Hopkins mine.Linan mine, Deer Lick & Big John mines,at Spruce where th- 
ty had the pulp mill you found hundreds of acres of spruce trees as this is 
a cold place snow getting 2 to 3 :fee ' fc deep. 

During their 40 years of operating at Cass it is estimated they cut 
1.126.400.000 and about the same amount of pulp wood.most of the hardwood 
went to hike Md.and it is estimated by one of their former lumber graders th¬ 
at they carried 16 million feet of lumber on the yards at a time.They had a 
plaining mill and put out finished surfaced lumber in the ray of siding,flo¬ 
oring and other dressed lumber that ras mostly used locally in the county. 

The Pocahontas Supply Co.store did a business of $ 1200.000.CO a year 
business when they were in the best of the timber and when business was good. 


The mill burned i n. 1924 but was rebuilt at once. 

^Cassjtoday Is arriving lumber town that has meant a lot to Pocahon- 
tas county ns It mae a market for all the surplus farm commodities of the 
surrounding terretory,payed enormous tarts that helped omr county schools and 
government and furnished employment to thousands of her cltisens this was 
Coun.y S largest operation and the payroll of tne W.Va.Pulp and 
taper Co.™ the largest of any in Pocahontas.The lumbering from about 19 00 
to X92B tea the greatest industry in the County but since that time th - 
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W.Va.PuJp pap£r C0>pagc # 7 . s . 0 .s- Pocahontas ^ thou sandB 

tide have StttnX* a mailer operation but the Government has bou G 

Q ^ years to com€ 4t i8 

of acres of cut over land for reforestation purposes 

. - e present time due to the 
hoped the lumber Industry will be better than atm v 

reforesting. 

•- ... to corr^lete their operationa 

The VT.Va.Pulp And Paper Company hop 

at Cass in 2 or 3 years the present time they are just operating in 

furnish employment to the population of Cass. 

Information—O.B Curry.Uarlinton.jf.7a. 

J.R Guthrie. ' ' *' 

Count* Records. 1 1 11 

Jay Buckley. Buckeye. 77. 7a. 

TTilliam Buckley. 1 ' 11 

Julian Arbuckle. Liaxwelton. W.Va. 

All the above worked for the Co. at some time or other hut Arbuckle and hie 
father was Co.Dr. for a time a$ Cass. 
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hontes County and part of 

Their operations have been all over Foe i r ccnt>ri £r Co. this 

Greenbrier us they operated in 1917 on Spring cr ^^ operating on leU " 
was eawtd by J.L Howard of Buckeye, and in l 92 o th y Cre e]£. Be aver Creek 

rtlcrttk.1917 on I lk .and in 1920 on crabby gt.Cu-in*^^ ^ ^ J 9 29 
and until 1926 they were operating in the Hun^rsv ^ in 

they bought two tracts of timber from F.P clarl£ es t.on Bucks Run and 

1930 they bought a boundary of 60 acres of the Jonn uay^ ^ or eek 

in 1931 * they bought a tract of 152 acres on the Dr) they 

_ laurel creek.and sinc.e that 

from MJliam D and Jessie Burg ss gf garlinton 

have had tl* ir circular mill set in the upper par o ith 

and buying and trucking logs nhe r e eye r they can buy any in conn c 
this mill they run a planer and sell building material already eunacea ana 
ready for use. 


..hen they w e r e operating at capacity they used from 6 to & teams of 
horses to do the skiddinghad a log engine and 4 or 5 lo £ trucks when they were 
operating an laurel Creet^ and used from 3 to 4 trucks to haul lumber and logs. 
Bert Roberts was their sawyer for quite a long time f and Alva Johnson 
is the present lumber grad e r and has been for several years. 

Besides their lumbering operations they have a large store,in which 
J the y h * ve th<ir offlce,age n eral store 


r 


a meat market with an experienced, meat 

jj cutt r in Clarence Jordan^ard Wimer store man assisted by hired help and bes- 
' i ‘' ,S t; ' iS tr ‘ ty dl6tributt Oonoco E aeollne “d oil in Pocahontas and Randolph 

Lr;;:::r tBe cae an buiit up fr ° m thtir *«». 



Inforsation.JaiaSe iorney.,Clinton.:; 
Court Rtcordfl.karlinton.Vi.7a. 


■ Va . 
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' 0 (Oommeroe And Industry(Pocahontas County- 

3 0 Smith 

(Bartholomew Sawmill Company) Hillsboro .W.Va 

_ of Hillsboro » ^V PI s l ! e ° f 1918 Oe0rgf aaS Sa “' 1 Bttrtho1 - 

was located from Millatonw SK 1 ^** 0 ** of H111 «Doro. This timber 
snake riPn +v“ ° ne Run on Caesars Mountain by the rattle 

ping Creek ad ^ltti f Viney Mountain to-the divide between 8tam- 
kbOTC to thf*Hin8boro eT Lobrlla H M^° r0 ° We <a ° nB lltt1 ' llountaln ba0 

ed six million feet of'LSbe?. $I5 °°° for thlB tlmba 1 «P 4 8aw - 

Bartholomews had a single band mill which they 
?£“ £!r e w? ille n° ro 2 Lobelia road on the Frank Kennison farm at 

the foot of Vinev Mountain, they built a boarding house and 5 or 6 
dwelling houses to take care of the men and their famalies that came 
in v to *. he iP manufacture this timber which principally consisted of 
chestnut, red and white oak, maple and ash. 

the logs, railroad track T £lI MAi°S«I?o Eind? lea4«_to,han#le 


k wa2 5afd in ^fie^fioilows^on tfie“m6re - level - 
ground up these hollows the log train and loader were taken to load 
the logs ad haul the logs to the mill where they were sawed. 

Some 20 men were employed on the mill and on 
the train. • 

The lumber was graded ready for shipment 
some sold locally while- the balance was shipped where ever they 
could get an order but a greater parter part went to the Pensboro 
Lumbrr Company Pensboro,W.Va. About this time the lumber market took 
a drop which causedmost of the timber operatorsto lose a great deal of 
money,and broke a great many up,an they had to take from $ 45 .to $60 per. 
thousand forlkmber they had been getting from $120.to $l 60 .per.M.for, 

Soon after this operation had finished the families 


■7 


living there begem to move out to find employment elsewhere and in no ti¬ 
me they were all gone,the houses torn down ,and this operation passed in¬ 
to history.The Bartholomews bought property in Hillsboro,George owns and op 
erates a filling station itourlst cabins a restaurant and a store,while 
Samuel is in the trucking business hauling coal,and delivering lime to 
farmers. *- ^ 

((Information)) George _Barth olomew.Hilleborq,W,Va. 

c °Hl_£t°0£d8 1 Marlintqn 1 W L Va ! ___ 
















MM y^™**™* And Industry.Samuel G Smith ^ 

if / lh „ t , Uh H111 = b «'>--V..Poc«,„ ot „ Oo . 

ib ° Ut 1450 Jota ■ -uctaan .ho ha p locatea on the 
l^seebert at that i, taoTO to<Jay as “ rl " r J“ Bt *»"« 

Down rrill at the .. ° ^ Pyl£e place built an Up And 

Down mill at the mou th of Stamping Creek 

.. ... _ _ P g Cr k getting his po»e r from the ceeek. 

Michael Scales and Jake 

8 lped on the mill and also helped cut logs 
up the river and raft then, down to the m0 uth of th„ oreeh,these .ere „o„tl, 

pine. 

ohortly after Ruckman started operation a man by the name of Jaro- 
s i.A Gibbs drifted in to that section and worked with Ruckman and were 
known as Gibbs & Ruckman and it was hese that Gibbs invented the single 
stitch Sewing Machine using lumber sawed on this mill in the making of his 
machines,but when Gibbs obtained a patent on the machine Ruckmans name was 
n't mentioned(James Jordan who is near 90 years of age has one of these 
machines in his possession today ) they operated hejae till about 6l or 62 
end due to the condition the war had brought on were unable to sell their 
machines or run the mill so Ruckman sold out to Samuel Auldridge and moved 
to Georgia and Gibbs went over about St aunt on, Auldridge operated the mill 
for a while and sold out to William Ciendenen who was a cabinet maker and 
used most of his limber in cabinet and furniture making that he sawed on 
this mill. 


This mill operated until about IS7 0 to 75 821(1 wan profitable 

to all who run it as they found a ready sale locally for the rough boards 
and what went in the sewing machines and furniture also fpund a ready sale 
as this was one of Pocahontas Countys first industries. 

Informat ion-James R Ruckman Millpoint.W.Va. 

iarly Ruckman. '• •i 

Liaggie Ruckman. « • i i 

James Jordan. Hillsboro. '' 
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a block which required plenty of horse -power and quite a bit of skill. 
This operation finished up in March. 

McClintic also taught some logs from S.E and G.A McNeel the entiie 
output was for export and was shipped out over the C & 0. 

Information. G.A McNeel- Hillsboro. W.Va. 

Garfield Hayes- seebert .W.Va. 











_ , uomraerce And Industry.™ 

/ Lumber— ‘ 0 **«* Klllsboro.w.Va.Pocahontas 0^7 

W/ Lr-F.T McCllntio the n of Hillah 

Rralong with his medical ™ * 010 " h ° W&8 l “ the lujEb£r ^uainese 

f ttlUaa Jloueel ud c T^ 1011 R ' d ^ ““ btr fro “ C «P*- 

r P^=e lurlng the wlot T £ai b ° th " lCT ' U *oo k 

—- 1::::::z:r * tMo to - - - - - - - 

nti ° gaVC G,A 811(1 S * E licNeel the contract of putting it out 
1788 qUlte 6X1 uncler taking as the logs were extremely large so the skid 
6 38 Veii hGaVy t0 l7here they could reach them with bob-sleds, .at this 

i-oint they were loaded on the sleds ready for the trip to Seebert which was 
a very difficult task as the snow was deep most of the time and often it re 
quir'ed from 4 to 6 horses to a sled especially when the snow was soft and 
when extra team* were needed they were hired from J.S Hctfeel,Garfield Hayes 
helped in driving team and helping load and unload the logs. 

After all the logs were delivered to seebert McCHintic employed 
G.A JicNeel to help load them on freight cars this was done with teams and 
a block which required plenty of horse .power and quite a bit of skill. 

This operation finished up in 1,'arch. 

UcClintic also bught some logs from S.E and G.A McHeel the entire 
output was for export and was shipped out over the C & 0. 

Information.G.A HcNeel- Hillsboro.TV. Va. 

Garfield Hayes- Seebert.W.Va. 
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/latrce And Industry. SaJ r ,>pi ^ ^ 

My: - 10 s * ith o.,.c F0 ^ octaB 0o LI 

jM / ^ I9C5 H.r Wilson formal ^ 

Ml ^P^yed by Harper Adkie ^ ° FCnn8rlvaflia wh o had a circular mill 
m «*“ AdklBon farm and known **** Lt6htner to ■» timber on the 

" by Merle Cloonan.thia ti: ,b & tlm ' “ tlie Tm “ e place ">« non owned 

The min TCB ^ Sas “ - — - tbe Young Mountain. 

timber man out 1 JdT ^ ^ 

re crew, boarded at Adi ^ “* ^ *» *—•*• -*1 

n8 and Bhen «*» iad finished thin 40 acre tract 

they hSd CUt “ d 6awed aa 5. <»0 feet a part of whloh wan bought 
y. Dr.M.r McGiiutic and a part by James Sheets which was wagoned to Buck¬ 
eye With two 2 horse teams driven by indy Ughtner and Bryan Gum and from 
UC eye station loaded to freight borcar cars for shipment to different sec- 


rn?S?m2«Sl!!^!! y ;a?2 ar .^ ison the Gon of ISd “‘ 

-Harper Adk is on .Marlinton.17.Va. 


Vi'.G; McKeever-. Buckeye.W.Va. 
S.H Simmons .Hillsboro.w.Va. 




In I9<£ -KJt Wilson sawed the Sen Kinnleon timber,the mill was set 
nn the run near the kinnison residence .this farm is now owned by G.P Moore 
now of near fdray.This lumber was wagoned to Buokeye for ehlpment out over 


the c g 0 railroacdFrom^this^set on Spruoe flats Wilson moved his mil to 
Informat ion. G-. F H oor e. 1'ar lint on. v;. v a . Rf d- 


Karper Adkison.L'arlinton.W. Va. 

















^ t^u, -7 ^ 

rce Abd Industry-Pocahontas County.(Lumber ) 

9.G Smith Hillsboro.T/.Va. 

( WITHROW KCCLINTIC^ 

9 ® KcClintio bought a trac* of timber from Clark Keii ison 
-BUCkeye t 

the d located on Dry Creek a Tributary of Swago Creek ^ 

year set his circular mill on the Keiiison farm to start 
^ ration,this farm is owned at present by Porter Keiii son BJld hle 
son Forrest. 

iScClintic did the skidding with his own teams and they finished 
same year or 19 C 2 and found he had cut about 35Q.OOO feet. 

Information.John 0 McHein Buckeye. w.V a. 


In the fan of 1910 McClintic set his millfsiago Creek in front 
of the Methodist Church and at this set were cut logs from the McC- 
lintic farm,also from the farms of the following Joseph penneil, 
Thomas Hause and Porter Keiiison all of Buckeye and all of the Swago 
And Dry Creek section. 

This set being only a short distance from the McClintic homestead 
therefore the men boarded at McClintic's and the teams that did the 
skiddind were kept at home. 

Henry Overholt,David W Loudermilk and Judeon L Howard were the 
sabers working at differ times during this operation.William Li- 
ptrap was fireman and James W Forney did the scaling and grading, 
n McNeill was teamster for about two years during this operation 

the logs from the goOlintic farm were skidded while the logs from 
Hauses and Keili SO ns were 

loaded on sgona and hauled to the mill and 
* " inter time " ere transferred on sleds to the mill. 

this lumber was bill stuff and was taken to liarllnton 

loaded on freight cars for shipment .quite a few cross 
ties were sawed at this set for the c & 0 Eallroad Co. 
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by tie followi A rClUer Er ° 0P MOUntaln the de£d *”b8 been 

y b f oi lOTlng Cora Sood , lmie ^ 

— all of Spice, W . Ta which iB m DrMp tountatn ^ ^ 

on the b0USht an0ther tract of 35 acres from Virgie a Hall ana 
e r side of the mountain near Jacox,i 7 .v a . and now known a 
i-lisha Morrison place. 

McClintic did not live to operate this timber and when his es 
was settled up it was sold and I.H "illiams of Harlinton of the iri| 
JWd'Pifer Lumber Company and contracted to George H Simmons of Hill 
to operate^ which took place In 1932 and 33 before the mill » a s se 
ams And Pifer bought another tract from L.S Cochran at the foot 0 
dountam near the Kadison Toods sugar camp and it was here that S 
set the circular mill. 

Simmons had hie own horses so he did the skidding himself as 
the cutting,he erected a caSp for the men and built stables for tl 
which wre from two to four head.At the e n d of this operation it « 

th E y had cut 55 0.000 which was trucked to the railroad and ehibpel 
different places. . 

Information-George H Simmons- Hillsboro.W.Va. 

Court Records- Karlinton. .. 





1 /■/ 



l + «.m' Project 

-_— - “ liESUARCH IDEKTIFJ 

r^.TIC" rtEPOET 

£1 <b jcct CQmmerce & Industry. Lumber 

Date i/3Ar 

Research Worker _S-.JS-SmJLtJl_ 

Date Research Take: 

Typist 8.0 Smith 

Date Typed l/\/Kl 

Court Records.Marlinton 

Sm J||dney. mcCof. Beard 

O.H ‘Si7nBrons-.S±llsboro-. - 

M.C Smith » ' 

Date Filed 








* A / 

•Focahontas County 


timber from Nick McCoy of 5e&rd 


W AQd IndU£t ^’ S -= Hillsboro.- ra P 

f Withrow McClintic. ' a,p 

In 1926 McClintic bought a tract of 

J-V* *** located on Locust Creek. 

r of his operations was on Stony Creek when he operated the 
* - c ' e rege timber.He also had another set near where Neal Beverage 
now liv s and cut the timber from his ovm land and at that time known 
as the McCormick land. 

Another of his operations was at Laden Bottom on Knapps Creek just 
above Marlinton this took place in 1923 and a greater percent of this 
lumber was sold locally as lumber was needed in the town to erect new 
residences and McClintic himself erected several dwellings some on Ipwer 
Camden end 3 or 4 on what is known as The Hamilton Field and at that ti*. 

me known as McClintic town as his houses were among the fifcst to be buii- 
It there and were built along the present State P.oad. 

McClintic was one of Pocahontas County's greatest business men as 
he believed in doing things as he employed more men than any other ind¬ 
ividual in Pocahontas County and it was by his untiring efforts that 
furnished employment to the many individuals in many different walks of 
life as he employed teamsters for both the McClintic Farm as well as in 
the woods and on the road, truck drivers,cooks,Carpenters .Blacksmith' 8 
t timber cutters, lumber scalers and graders .Chauffeurs and common laborers 
and this payroll meant a lot to the laboring class of people of thiB 
section as well as other parts pf the state . 


Information-Court Records.Marlin$on. W.Ta. 
Sidney McCoy Beard. •» 

George h Simmons Hillsboro. '• 

M.C Smith 11 










e And Industry.Samuel 


Smith.Hillsboro. T7.Ya. Pocahontas County 


K 6 0 acres ^ “ — - - ^ 

Ora Lee and liary Caokley and the circular mill 

b ° tt0m beiow tbe Cackley residence now occupied by the son 
William H Cackley. 

The mill was logged by 3 yoke of oxen and they were driven by Geo¬ 
rge Hefner,John Poe and Adam Young and among the men working in the woods were 
Frank Koore and Willis G McKee v er,the sawyer was Grant Smith and John Hamrick 
fired the boiler. 

The best of this lumber was wagoned by 4 horse teams to the mouth 
of Stamping Creek and put in the Greenbrier River- and rafted to Ranceverte 
where it was sold to lumber buyers and shipped to distant lumber centers and 
the low grade was mostly sold bocally and Cackley himself bought atart 60,000 
feet to be used on the farm in erecting bams and other outbuildings. 

ThiB timber was mostly Red and White Oak. of very high quality as 
it was extra fine timber both, in size and quality,. 

Information-Early Ruckman MiHpoint .W.Va. 
















m I9II and 12 McClintic was operating on Spruce Flats and one B et 
r woe on the John Adkison farm now owned by illet Higgins besides sawing the 
’ timber on the Adkison place he hauled 100.000 from Red Oak Flat,the ra m 
was logged by his own horses and the sawyer was Henry Overholt and from 
there he moved over to the Clawson McNeill p i ac e and sased two sets 6ne TO , 
near the old bam and near the residence of the Clawson place the other 
set was in the old orchard out near the present county road . 

Ee n Doyle and George Simmons contracted the skidding and they 6 awe d 

425, 000 feet at the two sets John Sydenstricker was sawyer on these two 
sets. 

Another Of McClintics operations was on Downey Run when he cut 50. 
000 for Isaac McNael of the Levels ,»t a lead croer on Do, m e y Run, this ra e 
for MoNein s own use to be ue e d at hie fame In the Levels. 


Tnformation.George Simmons. Hillsboro.W.Va 
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Commerce And Industry - 'J S 


G Smith HlllBboro, W 7a. 


r. McClintic. 
Withrow 


In 1917 u.s Wilson of Karlinton bought the timber off of some 
300 acres _ 

rom D aniel A McNeill of Buckeye for$I.500.00 this timber 

WflQ loCftf" P/1 

on Rush Run and extending toward the Pinnacle Rock on the 

Rogers Mt. Mr 774 1 

•ai6on never operated this timber but sold it to Withrow 
J cClintic of Buckeye for gl.SOO.OO. 

This tract joined the following farms Moss Miller, G.D McNeill, 
Auldridge, N .0 Rogers and the McCllntic Farm and extended t o the road 

at today ie route 219* McClintic started operation about I9Ig setting a 
circular mill on Rush Run just above the bridge at the foot of Buckeye hill 
about 20 men were employed on the mill and in the woods the skidding was 

done with from 3 to 4 teams, the men all either boarded at home or at the 
tone of McClintic and all t he buildings they had was a barn for the horses 


and a shelter for the men to get in to eat their dinn- er. 

Tram roads were built from the mill to the Rock House,which ie a / 
cave and the main source of water that feeds p ush Run,this road was built 

out of 4 by 4 pieces nailed to cross ties that were laid on the grade,up 
the run ,the log cars or commonly called log trucks were drawn up the grade 
by horses there they were loaded and let drift down the grade to the mill 
where they were unloaded and again the horses were hitched to them and taken 
back up the grade,however this proceedure did not prove/ very satisfactory 
and after being in use a 6hort time the Tram road was discontinued and 


the logs skidded the entire distance by horses which was approximately a 
m ile at the longest or to the Seech Spring which is near the Pinnacle Ro¬ 
ck near the divide between the Stamping Creek and Swago side. 
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, Com.T.rrcr And Industry 
"‘ithrow L'cClintic- 


S.O.Smlt h Hillsboro,VT,V fl . L 

Pocahontae County. — ^ 


in 1924 J.S.McNeAl? and Mary C.McNrel his wife of Hillsboro,*,Va 
sold the timber on a 56 and 217 acre tract for £3000.00 this timber 
!ayad on and near Little Mountain in Little Levels District.deed was 
mBde *^n.I ,1924 and the timber to be removed by Nov.1/24. 



An old house that is still standing today was used as a camp,a 
barn was built to take care of the teams that did the skidding.A 
circular mill was s near the foot of little Mountain and not far 


from the McNerl homestead about 20 men were employed on the mill and 
in the woods they were paid from *2.to * 3 .per day. 

This set was fi n i 8 hed in 1924 the lumber taken by four horse 
tram to# Seebert and from there shipped to different sections of the 
country. The mill was moved to another set. 


Information ---Court Records Karlinton W.Va. 


Withrow McClintic #2 

Withrow McClintic bought the timber of 5 0 acres from Y .P and 
Lillie Kramer of Millpoint and deeddd Feb.2S/22 this land is better 
known as the Joseph S. Smith land,he paid $500*00 for it,this timber 
was on the Fast side of Route 219 on the Smith Hill and about two miles 
above Millpoint. 

A circular mill was set on this 50 acres this being a small 
operation it was finished up in a Bhort time,the lumber hauled out to 
Seebert for shipment where ever a narket could be found and the mill 
moved to another boundary elsewhere. 

Information--——M.C. Smith Hillsboro Y, T ,Va. 

r Court Records Marlinton 1 1 
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Cowerrcr And Industry —S.G.Smith Pocahontas Co. 

Hillsboro. 

• ithroi7 McClintic W,V B . 

In 19301 n r t Higgins of Buckeye and located on Spruce Flats 
the timber from 53 acres to Withrow McClintic also of Buckeye for 
- 3 oa 00 this being a chestnut section there was a good percentage of 


'-he8tnut 4 timber suitable for Telephone and Telegraph poles,also poles 
l«rge and straight enough for power Line construct ion.These poles were 
from 30 ft. to 60 ft. in length.They were cut and skidded by horses to 
the top of the mountain^ and there loaded on wagons and taken to Buc¬ 
keye and there loaded on Freight Cars and shipped to Staunton,Va,where 
they were put in Creosote vats to preserve them before they were used 
in Telephone and Electric construction. 

The saw logs were loaded on wagons and taken to one of his mills 
on his farm which was a Circular mill. 

.ffl.1 the men employed on this operation either boarded at home 
or at the McClintic residence. 


Information. Court Records Marlinton. 3T,Va. 

M,C Smith Hillsboro •» 

In 1929 Mr. McClintic bought the timber from IS acres from 
Hattie Shelton of Buckeye and located on Swago Creek for £ 25 . 00 this 
was mainly Spruce and Hemlock but this timber was not operated as 
McClintic got sick and died in 3 1 and when his estate was settled up 
it went back to the Sheltons. 

Information.Court Records Marlinton W,Va. 

In the summer of lf22 McClintic set his mill on Emery Andersons 
place on Droop Mt.there he cut 100 thousand that he bought from Tom 

ana Kfcnry Kershner ,this was mixed timber but mostly Chestnut. 

This set was in the same section where the Battle of Droop Mt. 
was fought and lots of the logs had Minnie Balls and other fragmants 
from the cannons,this made the logs hard to saw. 

Information Wallace Kershner Spice W,V a. 

M.C Smith Hillsboro, «» 



Commerce And Induotry S.C.Smith 
Hillsboro, 


Pocahontas Co. 


j Withrow McClintic.^ £ 

^ D *^20 Withrow McClintic bought the timber from the heirs of 

r R oyal Kershner of Spice W.Va.on Droop Mt.The deed being sig¬ 
ned by Cora Good, Lillie Cutlip, W.P.-A.L.-J.T.-A.D,and W,H Kershner 
®Pice,^,v a# 

They reed $500. 00 for the tract of 35 acres this timber was 
operated in 1927 tut not on the Kershner land as McClintic had bought 
timber from Virgie A.Hall on the other side of the mountain near Jacox 
in 1920,35 acres for $2 00. 00. The Kershner timber was cu,t and put on 
wagons and skidded together to the Hall land and better known as the 
Flisha Morrison place,and there McClintic set his mill which was a 
Portable Circular mill. 

Three teams were used to do the skidding and 10 men were used 
in the woods and on the mill,this operation finished in I92S and the 
mill moved to another" set. 


Information - -Wallace Kershner Spice, W.Va. 

Court Records Marlinton, '' 

-Withrow McClintic- 

In 1919 Withrow McClintic bought a boundary of timber from 
John.A.F Hill of Hillsboro at $g. 00 a thousand on the stump this 
small boundary had 97 thousand on it or $776- 00 worth this was most¬ 
ly White Oak. 

The mill was set just below the Hill residence near the 
State Road,Two teans were used to do the skidding and ten men were 

used cutting timber and working on the mill. 

They finished up in 1919 trucked the lumber to Seebert for 
shipment and moved the mill to another set. 


Information-John AX.Hill 


Hillsboro. W.Va. 



^^40 Cor.nr. roe And Indu,try.s.O.talth yocionta. Co. 

-Mthron UoOllntlo_ R 11 Jf^T° 

##8 

I. 21 licClintlc bought the timber from $5 acres from Wallace 
Droop Mt.for $5°o.oo he also bought & small tract from 
ki.chrll Barrett and another Braall tract from Zedd Scott both of Droop 

Mountain. 

Operation was started in the winter of 21 the mill was set on 
Kershners farm that is near the other two tracts they finished up this 
operation in the Spring of 1922.The lumber was wagoned from the mill 
to the State Road with wagons and teams by £xie Cutlip and Jim Vfickline 
and there it was loaded on trucks and taken to Seebert ready for ship¬ 
ment to the many lumber markets over the pastern part of the U.S. 

The men employed here were local employees that followed woodB 
work in winter and farmed in Summer.Two teams were UBed to do the 
skidding.They finished up in the Spring of 22 and moved the mill jfo 
another set. 


Information- 


_ Wallace Kershner Spice W,7a. 





W^° An, Industry-—-8.0.3mith 

f Withrow McClinti n Hillsboro. POc abontas 

j(.q ———— < .Va. County. 

Withrow WcClintic of 

sing farm on the head vrat aCtceye who owne <i a large stock and gra- 

had a log lob D , FTS ° f Swa S° Creek and 7/illiams River always 

the mfg.of timhP ° r 0ther ,he bein S very much interested in 

manufactured of a11 klnde aa he 

. ° lumber»mine props,telephone an d light poles 

Locust for nint? r o 

> • .ties,cross arms for telephone and telegraph lines 
had to keep buying different tracts all the time and most alw¬ 
ays had one or more tracts bought ahead,and back before the time of 
the automobile he attended to all his operations either on horseback 
or often he used a horse and buggy or a two wheel cart as he traveled 
‘ both bay and night through all kinds of weather and over all kinds of 
roads looking after the manyrriifferent/jobs located/ in different 
parts of Pocahontas County, and some operations outside the Co. 

In 1917 he bought the timber from the ttfl-l 10 I acres of LSill- 
ard^Ruckman for $4 00. 00 a circular mill was set near the Ruckman 
residence and now occupied by Millie O.Ruckman and his mother Zltza 
Jane Ruckman who is S3 years old. 

McClintic did the cutting and skidding with his own men and 
horses.This operation took place I mile off State Route 219 and app¬ 
roximately 2 mi.above killpoint.They built a small camp for the men 
that were from the surrounding terretory. 

The timber cut was Sugar,Red Oak,Chestnut and Poplar and when 
sawed taken by wagon to Seebert and and loaded on Freight cars of the 

C & 0 Railroad and shipped to differen t sections of thh country. 
This operation finished up in 192 0. 

Information-Court Records-k'erlinton.W.Va. 

krs Ruth Ruckman Smith-liillpoint. •• 

M.C.Smith Hillsboro. " 









,«—>>ontaB County. 


Cosuatrce Anil Industry 


S.Q Smith 

HillBboro. Pocahontas County. 


n.< + i— —- va. 

‘•ithrow kcClintic- 

In 1907 Frank Hayes of near seeb£rt bought 20 Red and T.Tiite Oak 
<e ^ rom Captain James Monroe McNeill of Buckeye for $ 150.00 and Hayes 
-°ld them to McClintic who set his mill in the hollow near what was then 

the joe pe nn eii llne . 


A camp and cook room were built and a barn for the horae 8 and op¬ 
eration began and whe n they had finished in the same year they had sawed 
at-out one hundred thousand of the very finest Oak lumber as* these trees 
nere ver y Iflrge and free from knots end limbs. 

Captain Jim as commonly known was a Captain in the Southern Armj 
and today hie son Profeasor G.D McNeill owns and re 6 ide 8 on this farm. 

Information Mrs G.D McNeill Buckeye v a . 

G.H Simmons Hillsboro, •• 

A.W McNeill Buckeye, 11 

Penick Ryder Millpoint. • • 





L Lr/'tO Commerce And Industry -6.0 Smith HfllBboro.W,7a.Pocahontas Co. 

-V.’ithrow LfcClintic— / f 

In 1924 koffett Cutlip of Beard,W,Va sold Withrow McCllntic a emda 
boundary of timber of approximately 20 acres for §1300.00 this Cutlip land 
Is now owned by Cutlip 'b eon Remus,tis timber was located on the South 
ast side of Droop Mt.facing Locust Creek at the same time McClintic bought 
the timber from 182 acr<s from Blanche Hamrick also of Beard,this boundary 
was known as the Wallace Beard place for#/ this timber he paid §2.000.00 
3dm Sparks of Droop Mt.also sold a few thousand feet of logs. 

They had Two sets one toward the top of the mt.or near where jess 
Scott lives on the Hamrick land the other set was just above Cutlip's house 
They used 4 and 5 teame at the skidding and used from 10 to 15 me n on 
this ope rat ion. Today you find one of the barns that was built and used by 
McClin^ic being used by Remus Cutlip and this is all there is left 
to show whore this operation took place. 

Information-Remus Cutlip Beard W,Va. 


George Simmons Hillsboro, *• 



<W„. t „ d InWrr —*??»• 

—--Withrow L(cCl lntic—— 

In the fan 0 f 1903 MoClintic bought a tract of timber from James 
1 Auldridge and his mother l^artha Auldridge the widow of William Auldrl- 
d £ e of Buckeye,the timberwas sold from some 60 to 70 acres for which 
they received § 105 . 00 . 

The mm wae 8 et not far from the Greenbrier River and just in fr¬ 
ont of where John Auldridges house now stands on the Auldridge farm,camps 
were built to take care of the men and barns erected to stable the horses 
. as they used from 4 to 5 teams to do the skidding and some 20 to 25 men 
were used on the mill and in the woods.Henry Ovaholt and Riley painter were 
the aawyers and William C McClune did the cooking as he was an experien¬ 
ced cook having cooked in lumber camps all his Ufe. 

As fast as this lumber was esawed it was taken by wagon and 4 ho¬ 
rse team across the Greenbrier River to a switch at Improvement Lick Hol¬ 
low and the* loaded on board Freight cars of the 0 & 0 Railroad. 

This operation finished up in the fall of 1904. 


Information-J.E Auldridge 

Matilda Auldridge 


Hillsboro.W.Va. 


G.H Simmons 


commerce Ana Industry- 
Withrow McClintio 


-ruiiBCOn* 


1 notary.g.g 


I6g ao « ■$? T ' L and tary K ' Etaxd ° f “‘“Point sold the timber •=, 
what lei 7 ; “ C011ntl ° f ° r tlbbe 

»Ue be l0 m 0 Hurb the HenlCk PlaCC at tbe f00t ° f Dr °° ? «• -«i - 
Beard Md r Hlll8b ° r ° “ d ‘‘I 0181 * «* following farms I.E Shrele-j, t 
804 J.m UcBeei a 3L of Hillsboro. 

This timber was operated inI927 an old crane™ . 

aad the Th o e d c r nick baxn t7as used to etabie the horses in* ueed foxic!a? 

Circular mm was set near the old/A/ fn-rm c 4 
cut be+nrPm « farm re Bid&ice and. 'urr 

and Chestnut^From |flT th ° Ue “ d ~ ^ “* 
to J, e ^ “ B ^ Ueedvt ° d ° the Adding and s* B 

5 men w e r e U8 ed on this operation . 

McClintio sold a good part of his lumber locally + v 
•This operation finished up in 27 


Information 


-Court Records 

T.l Beard 
George h Simmons 


Marlinton 
Millpoint 
Hillsboro . 


W,Va. 



**i/I5/4o Commerce And Industry —S.G Smith Pocahor.ta6 County. 

' h Hillsboro,W,Va 

- Withrow McClintic-^ /!T 

In 19 02 Withrow McClintic bought the timber of a 50 acre 
boundary f ron i o.L and Ilixfc eth Auldridge of near Millpoint. 

Theffmlil was set in th e hollow near the Auldridge residence 
camps were built for them® and th e hors es were stable! in theAuldridg 


This timber ms mostly R ei and Whit e Oak which was sawed into 


»agon parts that wore shipp ei to Maryland, Va and Indiana, to companies 
that built wagons and mad e wagon parts namely Axels,Spokes,Fellers.HouM 
and all oth tr wood Qi parts of wagons. 

This operation finished, in the Summer of 1903 and moved to 
a Bet n ^Lr Buck ey e. 


—George Simmons Hillsboro,W,Va 






'*5/k> 


Com&erce And Industry. S.O Smith Pocahontas County. 

Hillsboro.tf.Va. 

In I92h Wallace Kershner of Spice W,Va on Droop Mountain set 
* circu lar nil on his farm and sawed logs for Lanty McCoy,Lock McCoy,and 
Hendrick all of Droop Mountain and Cam and Ixie Cutlipof over the yt. 
-oward Jacox the logs all coming from Droop Mt.and the surrounding terre_ 

tory. 

This might be termed a community saw mill as no outside labor 
ras needed or used.This was a circular mill with a cut off saw,they finished 
up the Bame year and cut 150 thousand. 

, Information Wallace Kershner Spice V.’,Va. 
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f'tooarojj Vorlior Samuel G Smith 

Samuel o Smith 


*(I) 


Source Harper Adkison.Uarlinton 

’.V.G L'cKeever. Buckeye. W.Va. 
# 2 G.H Simmons Hillsboro.W.Va. . 
v ^Haxper Adkison.Marlinton. 11 


Date Research Tahen 2/lB,I9/4l 

Date T :T od 2 /gQ/ 4 ir_ 

Date Filed < ' 


y ^ £ A 







• r ' ' ° SmUh Hlll8boro -*-Va.FocaWaB county. 

% W n 7 7 6 “ ° f ^ ^ « the Spruce rutB eEployed 

L Robison to sow timber, for hlm thla tlmber CMe the 

/<" nl80n **” “ d a Be ° tl0n that belonged to Hannah and later owned by D .« 

r »» dtrBilk thlB HannSh ^ ***• ° n the left of the road leading to and by * 

Spruce Flat School. 

The mill was logged by Hannah and the lurcher handled by Janes Sheets 
.ho was taking up and shipping lumber at that time from the many circular ml- 
11a that were operating around the mountainous section of Buckeye and Spruce 
Flats. 


The lumDer- was wagoned to Marlinton and Buckeye fox shipment out over 
the C & 0 Railroad of thfc Greenbrier Division* 

Information.Earper Adkison .Marlinton.W.Va. 

V?.G McKeever.Buckeye.W.Va. 

In 1910 & II George Simmons had Ti'ithrow McOlintics mill and dihd some 
sawing at the top of Price Hill on the Ned Hines farm,at this set the Harper 
Adkison timber was sawed,it was wagoned from Adkisons to the mill by McClint- 
ics teams and wagons. Logs were also cut on the Minnie Apperson place at the tcp 
of the Price Hill. 

Part of the lumber was sold locally but tie better grade was wagon eH. to 
Marlinton and shipped to the manjr lumber markets of the East. 

Inforrnation.G.H Simmons.Hillsboro.’.V.Va. 

Harper Adkison.Marlinton. 1 • 



j TO ioet 


?/?S/4o '/_ Commerce And Industry. Pocahontas. Co, ^ Va 


John S.Burdett of Hurrioane.W.Va.bought the timber of 218 
acres from Rev,J.C,and Itery F.Johnson of Hillsboro in I924,for wh¬ 
ich he paid $5,000.CCBurdett sold it to Walter 0,Slusser of Staunton 
Virginia,in 1925 all timber to be cut but walnut and locust. 

J.L,Howard of Buckeye,W,Va.who had a circular mill was emp¬ 
loyed to saw the logs that cut out 400.000 of 6awed boards.The cutt¬ 
ing yte^/and skidding wasdone by Ben Kelllson and Clark TTooddell of 
Hillsboro. 

ThiB tract of timber was just off of the Lobelia,Hillsboro road 
a short distance, this tract '.joined' the following farms .Frank Kin- 
11 i son, A.F-. Long and M.L,Eeard. 

They started sawing i n lZarch 1926 and finished up In December of 
the same year,the lumber was mostly bill stuff therefore was ship¬ 
ped out about as fast as it was sawed,and brought a good price as 
it was virgin timber and graded high. 

Save for the small payroll this operation went out un-noticed. 


Informat ion--J. L. Howard. Buckeye. W , Va. 

Court Records. Harlinton,W,Va. 
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° S,r ' lth Kill8bopo.-,v.7a.Pocahontas Co. 

^ 1 ° :L ' r8 ° f L ° beUa eaw£d « Bet for John Gordon on the 

I / :mas of .. rcston Clark and v, B t 

By elated of T OJ ,iRia C B€ar£ ^ of Hillsboro this boundary con- 

/ gisted of I (9 acres . 

y . c . ' ur ncipally '/hlte Oak,this land is now owned 1 y 

/ 5eerd and W.H Dose. 

The min WaB 3 

og d by Gordon his team was driven by Irnest Smith of 
Hillsboro,the mill ee + v 

r where Doss now lives.Some lumber was sold loca¬ 
lly but the bulk of i+ 

' ae wagoned to Seebert 8 nd shipped out.This was Geo— 
aa,B mil1 & rented to $4>i444- Hodges to do this sawing, 
information.H.W Clark.Hillsboro.T/.Va. 

George Williams.Lobelia.W.Va. 


In 1921 Floyd H Boyd of Ronceverte who was lumbering in the Little 
Levels et that time bought the Red Cak on the Preston Clark farm that layed 
near the Lobelia Road for $7 00 . OOthe first grade logs were wagoned to Seebert 
and shipped in the log for export,while the lower grade logs were 6 awed on Bo¬ 
yds mill in the bottom just across the road from the Beard pond,this operation 
finished up in 2 I. 

Informat ion.N.W Clark.Hillsboro.W.Va. 

















f/12 A0 Comaerce And 

nauh.try. S.G Smith Hilleboro ,',7,7 b .Pocehontas County. 

In Hi r 

Juat be low the Dor ” Iln °f Buokeye ,w, Va.and living along Swago Creek 

his P-r by r- “ U1 bUilt an “ P And ^ SaW 
P tlng in a Flutter Wheel ln Swago Creek. 

8aW<!li 1068 lT ° m the D0ImSI1 faTm alE ° flld ° USt0D Ba " ln e f°r the 
-orty farmers as logs were brought from the head of Dry Creek,Spruce 

lats and from the entire Swago Community,these were brought in by 
-Sons drawh by bo,h J 1SI£ e s ^«n,they would bring ln a load of 
logs and take back a load of lumber^. 

G.Washington Beverage of the head of Dry Creek put in lote of 
logs,these were mainly Poplar Md yellow L ynn.from this lumber the 
Rooky-Point School House was built by Beverage. 

Wash Beverage, as he was known by was a carpenter* and out of 
the lumber sawed by Dorman on *his Up and Down Mill Caskets were made 
for people of the Swago Community,this furnished a market for some of 
the lumber as Beverage was called on to furnish moat of the Caskets 

that were used in this section and he received $ I0 .00for most of 
the m . 

!n this custom sawing Dorman cut it one half for the other 
and was kept busy a greater part of the time and continued to op- 

“ JOhnSt °™ was never built back. 

in£ “” £ady he t-ould saw from 6 00 to 1000 feet in a 
-ys run.and a £ re at many of the houses of Euokeye and w ^ 



•iram Dorngn n 

,-' h0 COmrrcF *>« Industry^Vs f™ mi * 

This .ill beln£ , ’ •“hlil.sboro.rc.Ve .Pocahontas County. 

.. „ „ "7 ~ ™ •“»•*•» - c- 

1 lumber was e re a tly m demand to erect dne- 
lllncs that were re n i»r*iry^ 4 .K 0 , 

i ing the old log houses that had served their day. 


Informattn-G. D McNem 

W.G licKeever 
Nancy A McNeill 
Mr And Mrs A. 7/ McNem 
J.B Buckley 


Buckeye. \7,v a . 


Upon my visit to the Buckley home,and talking with John the father 
who is J8 years old and with his son's William and Jay thev being the 


decenaants of one of the first settlers '^i<r"then John B Buckley born 
February 22 1774 and one of the large land owners,they told me that 
before IS 00 there was a Whip Saw operation in the Buckley Mountains 
and today they aay you can see//#^ where the pitt was dug out and the 

ridge where this took place is known as Saw Pit Ridge in the Buckley 


Information -John B Euckley, Buckeye ,77,Va. 
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| -^>:unseroe T 

n d'ustry.Samuel q Smith.Hillsboro. <• -Va.Pocahontas Co. 
X LUIIBIR . 

About tqtt . . _ 

.-arcciiue o^an 0 f Beard.V/.Va put in en Up & Down 

sawmill 0n the 

ank of the Greenbrier River across from Beard on the Dor^ 
man farm,this min 

111 was driven bv a steam boiler, Dorman did custom sawing 

for the fame 

rs and about Beard as well as the 6awing he did for hims 
Wae use d in the buildings on the Dorman farm,sawed for Jake All 
-ky farmer had a bam bill sawed on this up & down mill of Dormans. 
■Dorman learned the sawmill trade from his father Hiram Dormi 
° ^ aci an U P & down mill on Swago Creek when Marceiius was a boy they : 
i-S sold out on Swago Creek and located at Beard. 

The mill at Beard run off and on for several years end toda 
cai see where it was and som e of the pieces of machinery are still thei 
Inf ormation.Winters Cochran.Beard.W.Va. 

Sidney McCoy. ' ' 11 






m < crc t Aad Ind 

. WS lufflbe^ ' uel 0 s ««h. Hillsboro r 

W ln I9ffi and q, "" a - Fooah °ntaa Co. 

V ,ms f0r Jaae B Sheets „ ho ‘-'^■Strieker had his 

*“ -- - had t wo ..t BOS in business S ^ 

idkieon farm not f ° n th ® Shecte place and the 0 th Tely ** 

notfar fr0ffi a nd the other on the John E. 

“ *“<“■« ... «„ »„ " '“»•»«....... 

■”“ “• ..... “ n “““* .... 5M . 

Tfce lumber » PD 

- to The R ^en_^ be ;t; p e r“ BUOkey£ ^ — - Philadelphia, 
■ld-ed some men and teams to help ^ haUUnS a bl£ P^oent himself bu t 

* ebert *ho hauled for a time l ^ *“ B '° Hay - es of uear 

ou«ht a ba m Mu from ^ IZ^oJ^lTZ “ 

Information. VT.G WoR-P#=Tr« - “ ts * 

u "OlCeever-. Buckeye. TT.Va. 

Harp« Adhison. Karlin ton. W.Va. 

G.E Simmons.Hillsboro.If. v a . 


L. /• 7 


«Mt 





AND IKDUSTOV . 

• ie ie t.\tra inform *“ 0nucl 0 3 :;jith Hillpboro.T,'.Va.Pocahontas Co. 
Harry T) 40i .. U 00 ° n " arn k^ber Co. sent In Aug.23/40 ti. » 

tis.be r bought by xim ^ C ° ntraCted the 0Uttin E w»d skidding of all the 

to the top Of t arn Uunber C °* J * yins in the head of Stamping Creek and 

. . . , 0, -'taln leading to Cranberry,he had a camp near the Not¬ 

tingham place for hia 

oods crew and built barns for hia 4 & 6. head of hor- 
6eS th< “ ,ere UB 'i la tie skidding. 

■Sf* 

•arry,Ernest Harper assisted by their father Frank took a contract 
-arn Uunber Co. to cut end ekid all the timber on Charles Creek a 

tributary of Cranberry River this operation took place on tire north side of 

~lue Ehob end today thi6 is known as the old Harper camp whoe they had their 

camp and barn to operate this for.Warns.They used 3 teams to do the skidding. 


Ihformatlon.Idward lane. 
F.Ct Hayes 


Millpoint.W.Va. 


- im - 













/ r r ° e Aad Ind - 8 Sbe^ U£l * Smlithi Hillsboro.W.7a.Pocahontas CoVnty. 

* ° GibSOn of the old Field Fork of Elk started in the lumber bu- 
8 ln I6 ^ 7 ^ contin ^d until I $07 when he sold hla circular’ mill the B e 
f ‘ Htl ° n8 " ere m08tly on River and are the following two sets on Crooked 
6aWeti by John Sydenstrioken- the other by/ Alex Robertson at the ft o 
.a^k place,a set at Hugh Sharps and one at Silas Sharps these were near Slaty 
Fork in IS9 0 this land la now owned by L.D Sharp this was all Bkiddea by James 
Gibson and sawed by Alex Robertson. 

He had two sets at the Thomas Hogsett place which, was principally 
' Cierry whicil waa wagoned to Marlin ton to Marlins Bottom Ford end out in the 
| river and rafted ter. Ronceverte,William H Overholt handled most of the Cherry 
Two sets near Robert Gibsons one of these was on. Mill Run the tim 
b«. fro* «. HaCalleter plaoe^™^ ^ ^ =*' 

One set on the home plane now owned by Clark Hannah and here the boi¬ 
ler blew, up killing William Jack of Elk. 

One set about 1900 up Mill# Hollow then, owned by Uriah Hefner,and an¬ 
other at Sam tarners now owned by. 1T.W Shaw. 

One set on the Robert Dunlap farm now owned by. Dunlap Brothers of Va. 
one set where Pat Vandevender now lives, a set am the Cup farm on Clover lick 
road,Henry Higgins sawyer. 

A set on Dry Branch sawed by John And Bryne Swecker of Randolph County. 
Mr Gibson who is S 6 years old still displays the old time hospitality 
that was found on Elk back at that time and has fed thousands of people pasai- 
ng down Ilk and is known near and far as Uncle Jim. 

helped in some way in most of these operations they are Levi, 

Frank,Harlan,Dock,’Vinters,Summers anti p nTto f . 

rs and Forest they drove team ,cut timber or wh- 
atever there me to do.the, need 3 yoke of ^ and ? te£ma of hor8e|j _ 

r.actically all on Elk Hirer hare worked for Uncle Jtm at some time or 

other aa he worked many people and sf+P-r ^ 

P and after he disposed of his mill he took logging 

-tracts on Flk end nurroundieg terretory. 

Some of the lumber- in the n tt 

• Jl Richardson Hardware store building vea 




S* 2 Jaraea Gibson.S.G Smith Pocmhontas Co. 

Jr/iiicx Robison for James Oiboon this came off of the WliJa^ „ 


E 


MaCaliat-. 


rn IS97 & 9S Ben Brown sawed, for James Gibson BawyerB Bryan 


& John 


* er one set was on what is known as the Martha Shelton place and 
n - 11 - ia toother 

^ s et by Brown was on Warwick Run on the Samuel C Rider- farm this * a8 mostly 

cherry and all lumber sawed at Slaty Fork and vicinity was wagoned to Beverly 
Randolph County and shipped from there to the many lumber markets i n t he i a8t 


the cherry going fo furniture factories. 

Ilk River was heavily timbered and its manufacturing h® made employ. 
m ent for many people as the lumbering started in. this section in the go e 


and has. continued through all these years and today you. find little lumber 
bs in many sections on Elk River- and at this time many farmers are getting out 
locust that is either- trucked to ftf Chariot IrsviHe 7a. or to Randolph Co.and 


shipped from there to factories making pins . 

The Government has bought a greater part of the Elk section and will 


grow back in timber-to be operated in years to come. 
Inf ormation-Jamea Gibson. Mar lint on. W.Va. Elk. Route. 

C.G McGuire. 1 ' ' 1 ‘ 11 ‘ 

Harry Varner. 11 11 11 11 

Harlan Gibson. 11 11 11 11 
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I. ^^rcc And Industry. Samuel 0 Smith Hillsboro. W.Vb.P ocahontas County, 
^^pr- - LUMBIR^ up And Down Mill— 

JT Between 1630 and 40 David Gibson of I lk built sn Op And Down Mill on 

the Old Field Fork near where Robert Gibson no* lives this was operated by 
him for sometime at this location but in later years hi« son tfilliE® moved 
it to the run near Marys Chappell and it was operated here for sometime an* 
about IS 85 Samuel Gibson moved it to the Big Spring fork near where the staj 
te road crosses this stream and it was operated here by (Sam) for 6 or 7 y** 
this was just above Slaty Fork. land owned at that time by Hugh & Rachel Sh4 
James Gibson who is 86 years old tells me some off the older houses 
and other buildings on Elk we built from lumber sawed on this mill by Borne 
of the Gibsons,this mill did custom sawing and the logs were brought in by 
oxen and either sled or by wagon.Harry Sheltons house was sawed on this mill 
at one of it's locations,a corn and flour miHl were operated at the last set 
in connection with the sawmill and the corn rocks^are there today hot not ii 
running 6 hape. 

^ ^j[n ISS0 Samuel Gibson then a great bear and deer hunter Whip Sawed 
enough lumber on Gauley Mountain to build three hunting camps and he infor* 
me that the mountain people on Gauley W hj.Bjiag.e d lumber to seal their log 
cabins before this as these were the pioneer settlers of that section. 

About IS75 John Hannah built Up & Down mill on old field Fork of Ilk 
just above Slaty Fork where William Gibson lives in later years this mill 
was run by Shell Hannah and last by AndrewHannah they did custom sawing for 
the farmers on I lk . 

About I8SI Samuel Gibson bought a circular mill in Randolph Co. and 
set it just above Slaty Fork to saw for a man by the name of McGill of Penns, 
this wae skidded by James Gibson and when completed they had cut 3 OQ.OOO thk 
land wae later bought by The W.Va.Pulp And Paper Co. of Casa and operated by 
them. Gibsons operation was mostly cherry. 

information.Jamcs-Robert-Samuel-and William Gibson. Mar linton.I.Va.Uk Route 
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mr'™'™ ~ ° s " uh co< >\ 

Ton nilZTnl T'* “ “ lUpolnt “ d at that tlM lt «• <*>- 
f he operated a Tllt-h *“ “ u P°‘»t ,thle was fro. IS2 5 to ISJO that 

amraer and blacksmith shop at Cackley Town now lilllpo- 
and he was faraoU8 fQr the ^ ^ he ^ and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(Tom Caeebolt Ax ) for which he found a ready sale. 

_!^f ormati °n. J.r Ruckman .Uilipoint. w. Va. 

2/2S/4I Whip Saw Operation- ~ ” 

About IS66 Samuel c Rider and his son William of Warwick Run on ilk 
sawed lumber from logs of the Rider farm that faullt the old Rider house 
still standing today and some of the lumber used in the newer house was 
sawed on an Up and Down mill on ilk jrun b y the Gibsons. 

Information.Susie Rider.Marlinton.Elk Route.W.Va. 






«pril le, lv .10 


fix?. 


Pon.\)--tmr^ nnwirv 

Cha pter 4—Jeotlon 4— Part a-Rafting. 

--bout fifty years ego there was no railroad along 
the Greenbrier Diver. Log. end material were transported 
by the eaters or the Greenbrier. Timber was oat ai the 
bead or near the head of th.e river and rurthar doen. Dur . 
tng the winter months, the logs were skidded to the river 
end piled up 1„ big landings. They were fixed In a wav 
that they would have to be kicked loos, before they would 
tumble into the river. 

Before spring an ark was built on the water. Til . 
,OUld faCCOmaodate ab °ut seventy or eighty men, or whatever 

;::;r needed * -* - «»• -« ~ r 

or the horses. ..hen spring opened, men were hired 

--e the drive down the nve. The men hired for 1. 

up jams na(J t0 have experle 

took qw wav. •‘- 1 sometimes 

.. 

ejcper ^ enc ed man told of a trin h 

11,0 rlV " *> Honceverte and a trick „1 ^ d °" 

teamsters. It 8een# th>t ° y ° d °“ «»• or the 

"* «rst man to the tat 0e "° In ,9<m3t<,r 0l ' 

d ‘ d full justice to his meals ' T l " 8 18,18 “ n<l h * 

there w„ always a board laid for ' tl19 

so completely covered with To ! ,8lK ' " hl0 " *° Uld be 
would ue i.ard to ten . 10 ° elore m °fnlng that It 





H)C.«Ji^NT«o OuUWTY 
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not. They decided to give this particular teamster a bath. 
Before breakfast one morning, they removed the board from 
between the arks. -Everyone had come across from the team¬ 
sters' ark except this one particular teamster wno was the 
hero of the story. The breakfast bell rang and ne nade a 
dive for the table. He was somewhat of a reckless lellow 
and did not notice that the walk was gone. He made a dive 
for tue table, gave a jump and fell into the river. Ee swam 
to the ark and crawled to the deck, very mad. The aen kept 
from laugning as long as they could, but finally had to nave 
a good laugh. He was pret~y mad but rinaliy joined in and 
they all had a nearty laugu. 

From - Pocahontas Times. 1926 
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° 8 »‘«>-*lll.boro.W.Va.Pooahonta. County. 

| Ab0Ut 1580 Joha Pettr8 ot Pennsylvania ana John karshaM of Vlr 6 l„la 

|"' <-lr mlU °” rhat 18 kno ' m 88 the a-1 Auldrldge farm and owhed at that 
L^Thy Hillard F Ruokman of the Ruckman settlement above HUlpolnt at this set 
they operated the walnut timber on the Wallace Ruokman farm the part now ow¬ 
ned by IdgarrfBoblett.the mill was set In the run just below the present res- 

ijeuce of G.L Auldrldge. 

The mlia was logged by oxen owned by peters,at this set Millard & Jam¬ 
es Ruckman put in some log£ to be sawed for use on their farms these were Pop¬ 
lar. 

The lumber was wagoned to near TCatoga to the McClure field and there 
rafts were made which carried the lumber to Ronceverte to be shipped by train 
from there to furniture factories in the eastern part of tbe U.S. 

Information.J.R Ruckman.Millpoint.TV.Va. 

E.I & Maggie Ruckman. 11 ’ 1 
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catl C Sa-lth Hilleboro.i r* j 


CocjhtTct And Incuatry. 

Lusbcr- 

In 1678 yorgan Anderson of Bruffeya Creek built 




u =o. 


^ 4 ^ 

the fame of J.E Grta.es azui -rge lilllas.# on Pruff« y# " 


>**k iv, 

r jU 1 did cuatos ®awlng for the peopl* of that section,and Joahvia j T 
tb e father of Henry and Lorlc Vaughn acred to Bruffe r * f 

County and settled on the head wat«re of the creek he built % houae 

in n«ed of flooring and celling eo b« cut eo*e lo t a and w*.** the *. . , 

01 **11 

loaded the® on a eled which wae draw: by a y oke 0 f oxc p *«th ota y. orM ^ 
front to this Bill and when »wed returned In a like aana*r. 

Thin alll operated for aereral yeara or untU the clroular aiU paw* 

to thla county. 

Ir.fomtion. J.u Lovic Vaughn.Hlllabora.W.Ta* 














Cosuntro* And Industry,S.G Smith,Hillaboro,W.Va.PocshontaB County, 
T the winter of ISS9 and 90 John and Andy /# O'brian of Clay County 

dri fted to Pocahontas County and cut some lumber for Daniel a Uclieiii of 
Puckeye and at that time living in the head of the hollow above James and 
Hannah McNeill’s this lumber was cut by a Whip Saw and only P oplar and 

yellow Lynn were used and only the choice logs. 

nils"lumber was used In the dwelling house of Daniel A MoNeill and 

upon Interviewing his widow Haney A McNeill who Is past SS years of 
age she says the lumber sawed by 0-brlans was used'to put an extra room 
on their house also a porch. 

This farm is now owned by Clifford Adkison of Marlinton. 


information, Nanoy A McNeill, Buckeye ,W,7a. 
A.W McNeill '' 

W,G McSeever " 

it ' ' 

j.B Buckley 




^ (jlcA 


V rrlrii- '*'*'-** *''*-'* 

yuan# x&*xwafcW«- ***** 



" b i* c< Cqnjpe X c.e _ 4 ^ in due try , Ml??*- ** 

I^to Research TiVen 

j*-.e Tvpod _I/I7/>I 


Research yftfi .1/73 

Samuel G Smith 

Typisi Samuel G Smith __ 

.- ^89^ 

Source J. Luther McNeiH_ Uar llnton . Date Filed- 

Lira '“*•» “* 
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7 comafree And Induetry.Samucio 

P,M “ 00 

j»« r bou €ht a circular mim and „ iu “ md John 

,ti operation on Laurel oreeit a8 the ^ thC luj “ ber business and 

>>' “a they, bought timber t rom 

iron John Adam UcNeel at wh t , 8 White and 

/£> Ash and Cherry. 

Auburn Frlei was . awyer and , Luth .„ MoHem ^ ^ ^ ^ 

„ er e skidded with, 0*e n and Adas, C young drove a team of the 0 « n they cut 7 00. 
oooat this set It was either wagoned or put on sleds and hauled to the mouth 
■Of Stoney creek and put in the Greenbrier River and rafted to Ronceverte 
v...tre it was bought by lumber buyers flrom New York and Philadelphia Pa.each 
raft had from 2 0 to 25 , 000 feet in it. 

They finished this set in 85 . 

Information J. Luther McNeill. Marl inton. 7/. Va. 






Commerce And Industry 

-fsfj&gt*. count';;-- 


—Chapter Seven 


S;a.Smith, 

H illeboro.Ti ,7a. 

In I9IS FLoyd H.Boyd of Roncevertee G reenbrier County.bought 

borb off of some 3° acres from Mr6.Jessie Kennison of Hills- 

y n £ Just outside the corporation . 
red o*I h f® timber was mostly white oak but several thousand feet of 
*"• ——this was virgin timber'WPTef ore a greater percent of the 
timber w£T? irBt grade . 

In my conversation with Mr.James Jordan who i6 S6 years old 
now ° f tbe first settlers of Hillsboro west Virginia,that is 
of timhlrv t0 day-H e tells me this was one of the finest tracts 
and c i ne ever saw » ver y large trees towering skyward with 3-4- 
oj tootff rangine from l2to feet in length with very few limbs 

' ' B °y d paid $6.000.oofor thiB timber ab it was all very 

cut fa Ld r ekidded b t r '° n -, leVel land ,a greatfr P art of this timber was 
four horset d te»! A l0g * landine and ’ tbFTe loadfd on wagons and by 
Railroad of tb J*” to Seebert .which is a station of the C&O 
shi f the Greenbrier division.loaded on freight cars and 

*** 1° a venefr lng company to be out and steam rolled end made 

United StItee. 1PMOt ‘° fUrnituTe fact0rle8 ln a11 P«tB ot the 

After all the logs suitable for vennering purposes had 

ii 

v3 v^.50 a day most of these men came here with Mr.Eoyd but a 

few men were employed from Pocahontas County. 

mill out of ™ 8 count y^havlni^comDle ter! tP” ^ °* d “°" d hla 

Jss.'U.‘fi5yr.*i^sS sr - 5 

.... -... „„ - 




—utunt a jordan- 


J°hn Jordan-Hillsboro. 17 .Ya. 

George Bartholomew-Hillsboro. 
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James Gibson. 1/arlinton.W.Va. Ilk Route. 





















0 Smith Hillebbrc 

— Lumber— 

I. Cl Henry Yeager of karlinton bought the timber from the John TTa- 
i^h place and known at that time bb the Davis Zinnison place on Stamping Cr- 
v,Yeager employed Alex Robison who had a circular mill to saw it for him, 
flraugh taking the contract of the cutting and skidding, at tempted to log the mil 
yoke of cattle but found out he could not so he employed James Gibson 
of Ilk River to aBsiet him in the logging and in. hauling the lumber to seebert# 
TTaugh. also hired two teams from Page Gay and they were driven by charlie licCoy 
and William Stewart. 

V The mill was set near the Idd Ferguson house at the foot of the moun¬ 
tain the boiler was drawn by l6 horses and at the lower ford of Stamping Cr¬ 
eek they all but drowned some of the horses as the water was both swift end 
deep but by the quick work some of the teamsters saved te hors 

Campe ware built to care for the men end .tables for the horsea and 
operation wae in progressing the men that worked for Jamea Blbeon were the 

_ r ^ Clark,Hugh, and Feltner Hannah all of 

following his two sons Frank and Winters,boar*.,nugu. 

JTlk.Wade Chun was employed with his team by Waugh, Viliam 1 Jackson 

and Uriah Kramer also worked for Gibeon and William Liptmp worked 

on the ml 11.A elide wae made and used to get the logs from the top of the mou- 

ntain to the foothills. 

Besides having a skidding contract Gibson had the contract of wagoning the 


lumber to Seebert where it was shipped out over 


the C & 0 and part of it went 


to Baltimore. 


Vi'ithrow McClintic contracted the cutting and skidding of a section of tim 
her ITttiTiiSS^Snd John Idmieton and lanty Cole skidded It with licCUntlcs 


The operation was completed in 1902. 
informntion-B.C Hayes.Millpoint.W.Ya.-O.E Ruckman Millpoint.tt.Va 
James Gibson .yarlinton.'S.Va Ilk Route. 



/ /->■?Ao / „ e r qrrith Hillsboro.Pocahontas County. 

/ Commerce An d Industry -S- G Sn!lxn W.Va. -' 

^ „ „ ,, o1eT of Pennsylvania bought the timber 

in the Spring of 1903 A-B lisier 01 

frru T. „~res from ThomaB t Hogsett and the 

lr*n ;>00 aerce from Joseph S Smith.25 «» creB 

H ... , . ,. T , dce all of near Uillpoint W,V a and 

timber from ?5 acre B from William Auldridg 

__ _ Uo «ciH of Buckeye W ,Va or a total 

,0 acres of timber from Captain James M * 

of 760 acres. 

^ Hill brothers of Hillsboro 71 ,7a 

*isler contracted the sawing to 

. the sawyer Lee and William P Hill 

namely Willis the owner of the mill and th 

. VA which was a Circular Mill. 

did the firing and looking after the mill wnic 

. to Marvin 0 Smith who had two logging 

The skidding was contracted to mbivx 

teams he drove one tea, and cnarlie . Ruckmen drove the other they were 
both of near Millpoint W * Ta. end fro, the Marvin Chappei community fro, 
which most of this timber was taken. 

rhnRture and near the Old Tan House 

The first set was in the Glade pasture anu 

which was used for a csmp.The next eet was in the Ll,eetone Spring Hollow 
and the last set was on He back side of the Smith far, near the Hogsett, 


Auldridge line. 

Thia tiber was mostly cut in hill stuff to he used in the construct¬ 
ion of Ships and Bridges $ some was out 9 hy 12 and 30 to >*0 feet long,these 
timbers were loaded on ha heavy wagons drawn hy a Steam Traojrlon inglne and 
taken to seehert ready for shipment to many allferent sections wh r ey 
wee needed in bridge end ship construction. This timber was mostly Shite Oak 
hi they cut Ash,Poplar, Red Oak and Chestnut. At the three sets they cut one 
Pinion feet and employed from S to 10 men on the mill. 

This operation finished in the fall of 1903* 

Information-tt.C Smith Hillsboro. ?/,Va. 

• William P Hill " " 



3.fi Smith 
Hillnboro ,» ,Va. 


Pocahontas County. 


Commerce And Industry 
’"ithror McClintic_ 

, hc C CCllntlC ECt a circulfir rai11 on the MoOlintic farm n e ar 

r h .. 0U8e near the N.c Rogers line to operate the timber n e B r 
the Fennell Top around the old Millex house and Black Lick Hollow.however 
this 6et wsb never finished by him as he became sick and died before com¬ 
pletion thus ending the career of one of the rest useful citizens of Poc¬ 
ahontas County, as he furnished employment to more people than any other 


individual in Pocahontas County/. as from 2 0 to 3 0 men ate a t his table the 
ye&r around besides the ones that boarded at home and worked/ for him. 


On the McClintic farm you found a store in which he kept all kinds 
of groceries and other supplies that he sold to thB men working for him, 
as he had tennant hou^s scattered out over a wide area of the/ farm and 


if they hsd been built close together there would have been a good size 
little town as today upon entering the McClintic farm it looks like 
entering a small town or village as buildings cover some 3 or 6 acres. 


After the death of McClintic in the fall of J>I men that had work¬ 
ed for him/ for years had to find employment elsewhere .thus the passing 
of a man tat was greatly missed not only by the men that worked for him 
but by his business associates as he was known far and near as the man 
that did tings as his payroll meant a lot to £he Swago Community in which 
he lived. 

His widow Bessie McClintic residing at Marlinton tells me that 


looking after so many jobs,long hours,loss of sleep and irregular meals 


shortened Mr.McClintfs days. 


Information Bessie McClintic 
M.C Smith 
Court Records 

And the writers own knowledge 0 f affairs 


Lariintton W,Va. 
Hillsboro. " $$/ 
Marlinton * 1 



/*° Co ^r.c rc e' ailci 

nduetry -s.G Snii tb Hillsboro .Pocahontas County. 

J? K *fi.Sl®e e __ ’ a * 

* a 190? anc j q, 

Bfard x w Sleep of Pennsylvania operated timber near 

»°»va that he b 

hl6 p ou £ht from Jacob W Beard of Beard W,Va he 8 et h 

p r e e bytQ io 11 on the Bear d farm on the run juet above the 

0 f Fr ank K ° h and near the line between the Beard farm and that 

ostly ?/hite Oak which was cut in to Flitch according 

to my informants whi v 

nich was used in the building of Ships,these boards 
were 3 inches thick 

ana as wide as the log as the logs were never B a~ 
iared and the bark ief + . q 

ft on as the Edger was never used on the boards. 

n ^ e ad 4 teans that he did the skidding with and from 15 to 20 

s -P y d on the min and t n the woods,camps were built to house 

. ^ S ‘' ables Tree bullt to stable the horses.When this set mas fl 

“ moved to another set near Bhat i8 taom aB Loouet ae „ ^ 

Wbere Locust °ree k enters the Greenbrier River. 

^ J F R ° 0k hiB wlfe Ioie run tbe boarding house.The lumber 
0 n board freight oars of the 0 * 0 Railroad and shipped to 
F ouilding centers of the lastern part of the u.S. 

This operation furnished employment to local workers and save 
l ' u payroll went out unnoticed, 
information—— j.p R 0C k 
(Utb j.f ) icie Rock 

Winters Cochran 


Frank Knapp 


Hillsboro. 

i i 

Beard, 


W ,7a. 
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Commerce And lndU c try . s . 0 ^ I 

- Lumber- * OCa honta8 Co. 

the spring of 1935 George Wil i laaB of near Lobelu ^ 

irmlar mill to Locust Creek to saw for G.C Be a rd on the old 
callison Place that is owned by G.C and Georgia Be a rd. 

Palmer Landis and Jesse Scott of Beard cut the timber while 
Letcher Kidd/^^t did the skidding and when the operation was compie 
ted it was found they had sawed 125. 000 feet which was Poplar,Bed Oak 
and Chestnut .Mr.Beard made use of the lower grades and sold the top 
grade to be shipped where ever they could get an order. 

No camps were built as the men boarded at home. 


reformation.E.B Callison.Marlinton.W.Ya. 










/ C * etCt ^ IndUBt ^.8«.uel 0 Smith Hillsboro.T.Va 

- Lumber- p °cahontas Co. 

m In the fall of tqic — _ 

1935 George Williams of near Loben* 

iia moved hit, 

mill to Locust Cr©r 

** ^ to the Riohard callison Farm now on 

his sons Dennie S r,rt tiv. , ° Wue(l -by 

ana tlba and located on Trump Run and he r e sawed 

42 , 000 feet for Elba this timber coming from what is known & 8 the 
Raymond Place and the original Callison land. 

The mUi was set in the hollow above the residence 0 f n ba 
the timber was cut by Paul Cutlip of Beard and Jesse Starks of s p i c e 
the skidding was done by Letter Kidd and Remus Cutlip also of Beard 
W.7a.The timber was mostly Red Oak,Poplar and Black Walnut,the best" 
grade was sold and trucked out while the lower grade was sold loca¬ 
lly to nearby farmers . 


Information— E.B Callison.Marlinton.W.Va. 


. V - *;rlt. YirS+i^rt' F--«;.et 
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^fo^omrccrce And Industry- S.G Smith .Hillsboro, W.Ya.Pocahont; 


J.William L'cClurf 1 -Lumber ) 


aB County. 


In 1927 J,William McClure of near Warwick on the Marlinton to 
Cioverllck road bought a Circular Saw Mill from Joe Dilley and aet It on 
hla farm to saw for himself and to do custom easing for hie neighbors .the 
logs out from the McClure farm sere skidded by oxen slth a horse m front 
as he is one of the very few farmers today In this seatlon that uses Oxen 
h e logged the mill with Oxen and does his farm work slth the* with the 

help of one horse out in front. 

Most of the lumber cut by him was sold locally to farmers to 

„ . .. Arw , +he present time the mill is only run 

erect dwellings and barnd .And at the pr » 

^ lore to be sawed,most of th« timber in thi B 

when farmers bring in some logs to o 

section was Chestnut. 

Information- J.William McClure Marlinton,W,Va.Rfd. 


Ida McClure 







r 


^* / “Aoo OBte 


^ L^b TndU8trT ’ S * a Smitl> Hillabor °* W,Va - Poc ahontas Co. 

of near sett ^ ^ P Earnes ° f BuckS Run had Decalb Kinnison 

** and daxk Williams at that time of Harllnton who had 
nte d the George Williams mill to bbb for him^by the thousand. 

Camps were built for the mill men and Barnes did his own 
skidding as hP v . 

had two teams and he hired the logp cutty local men. 

Kinniaon war 

Bawyer and Williams looked after the mill and kept things 

moving along. 

They cut about 50 a 000 at tie set for Barnes and cut a 
amount for i ra Hannah also of Bucks Run and Burte*® Mountain 
they finished up in i 9 n. Bridger 


All of this lumber that could be sold locally was sold the 
rest was taken by wagon and two and four horse team to liarlinton for 
shipment to where ev.e r If could get an. order for a car load. 
Information. John C McNeill. Buckeye. W.Va. 

George Williams. Hillsboro. " 


fro .<ot 
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vtr-riMt- 


«WORT 


Object Cpane ro«_ & Jndust ry_._Lu»*>Jl* Dkt# Jt/IlA 1 -- 

fc>ar*«rcl. Worker_.8^fi. _ 


Dnto R**eareU TuVen 


^ TiSt • - S.C 8«&itb... 

Tom Hauee.Bucktye.^.Va. 

Sauro* ^e r l Cloonan. __ 

' cVtirmstrong , r ' 
Court Records.liarlinton. ' 1 
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&& AND INDUSTRY.S.G Smith HillBboro.W.Ya. Pocahontas County. 
S Luc.ber.Paul Oolden- 


In 1923 Paul Golden the owner of a Department store in iiari ln _ 

J ton W.Ye.and the owner of a Circular Saw Mill bought a boundary of land 
' from A.P and pearl Harouff and Ilmer and Icy Reaater daughter of Lucy My¬ 
ers and was part of the Armstrong place on Dry Creek and contained XCg acre 8 
end Golden paid $2,400. 00 for the lend and timber,this land was 6old by S.R 
Rucker a lawyer of Marlinton as Bpecial commissioner. 

The mill was set on this farm just above the residence of Cam¬ 
eron L Armstrong and not far from the line between the Old Armstrong Place 

and the Wash Beverage farm now owned by Joseph Beverage.The Old Armstrong 

theold Armstrong barn. 

house was used as a camp and the horses were kept at /%¥¥¥¥$ W*? 

/ftit/¥¥? Golden did his own skidding as he had 4 teams but hired 
William 0 Ruckman of near Hillpoint to skid by the day this made 5 teams 
skidding at this operation. 

Clark 7/ooddeil of near Uarlinton contracted the cutting of the 
timber,Idd Hodges Of near Lobelia,Wayne Jackson of Buckeye and Eert Roberts 
of Harlinton sawed on the mill at different times during this operation on 
Dry Creek and upon completion they had cut around 9 00. COO feet of mixed lum¬ 
ber as this section has both Red and White Oak as well as Chestnut,Ash,poplar 


nd other trees found in this section of the country. 


This operation worked for a period of about a year and finished 


up the lumber was wagoned to Buckets and thfcre loaded on car6 of the C & 0 
for shipment .Upon completion the lumber was all roved out but the mill set 
here for about 2 years before it was sold by Golden and moved away. 

nformation- Tom Hause.Buckeye.W.Va. 

lierl Cloonan. 11 11 

Court Records.karlinton.W.Va. 

C.L Armstrong. Buckeye.*, 7 . Ya. 











Chapter 7 Cocmerce And Industry .Pocahonta 

Smith And Howard ~ ‘ Pn — 

- S .0,3am 

I" 1904 L.g Smith and J.l Howard of Penneyl,anU°u^«. 


ahontae County ah d bought Ifae timber from 267 acres fro *°- 

-cnelll of Harllnton the deed signed June 22/04 by H.GlaWBo * &W0on 
renfcle Mcneill, Charlotte Pennell and Joseph Pennell her h a 
all but the former of Buckeye,they paid fchjS.OO this was “ “ X 
uWood but they cut some soft wood namely Chestnut and Hemlock ? 

They had two sets one near th e mldence of James P.Auidri 
the other set In the kelllson Hollow then owned by Luther' relUso^* 
now owned by A.O.Kllllngeworth and Gilbert Wilfong about one mile aZZ 
of Buckeye,about 3 million feet was cut on this farm. 

Smith and Howard had a new circular mill that required nine aen 
to 5> operate,the cutting and skidding was/ contracted to different J 
Pit but Luther kellison did mo* of the skidding.they paid ? 2. 50 for 
or,$1.50 for cutting and $5.00 for skidding. 

They started operation in I90 4 sawed until 1905 ran in to diffid 

w “ Uy “ ° Ut t0 a and R.A.Hcdonald of Pikins 

a.they received $ 8000.00 for the mill 

mil1 machlner y and the timber that 

was lplo d y eTbyTh ateCi,Mr ’ HOWar ^ ~ 6&Wyer “ d When th ^ -old out h e 

« Jit up IZZT ” t0 oontinue with the —- ~ 

the gr d b 011 H0U °’' tbe l0S<Care ° r trU ° k8) PUU<I «* 

^r**—“ 

The boundary was ^ “* 

and no* owned by c i v by following farms Jasper Auldrid^ 

Lutha- gem am, ,u... ° layWae “ OBrlson - James r.Auldridge and 


Lutha- Kellieon tie latter farm 


ingBworth. 


”° W °‘ ,ned Gilbert Kilfong and A.G.mi 



***♦ 

* •-*♦ M touUl «• l*fc« 

**• *vi 


•AM *1 UU tMif » m ft44«d |fi«U to UU put 
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-40 pocahor.V 1 -* 6 


- - 0 Smith 

- i & ' 7 

/ y i /< _/ \”rrjr\t. »’*i 5' ra Project 

:<zs;j.*icv iDEaTitiChTior kiPUTT 


,HillBtaor°. '.V • Va. Pomontas c 0 


rct CQffiqejqe .j^JCndU-Stry. Lum ber . 3atr ‘ 1/22 Al_ 

arch Wor’rcg^rpyei .0 .Smith_ B*to Rops&rch Taken _I/lg.Jg. 2 ^}j. 1 


Typict -S-aauea. .G. Smith_ Tj-pod .JT/ai/fti_ 

^# I -Ctoarii e Call ison. H illsboro. V,.Va• 
source-'inters Cochran,Eeard 11 rw+o Fn n 4 <K^ 

FruAiL-mspp-r- C em-&t:- -*» * ta Filed — 

# 2 Winters Cochran.Eeard.W.Va. f^ - J 

Sidney McCoy. 


>rma‘ 
very little 


<c\ V*iu 

% -«l s 

“# 2T7aahard to get and i spent considerable tike but 











—10 Pocahontas bounty 


tod 0 3mlth ,5* llleboro. T Va t ' 

r — Lumber— ‘ •' e-Po<montas CO. 

in 1910 petty Burns & c__ 

& Sons, namely David. Harrv. I dK»r^_ . 


orm cd a circular ea 
their mill and cut 


EOW ‘ nil1 811(1 Bet it near where the Maryland Lumber 


; out of Oak,Hemlock and Chestnut for the band rin 
ln by Lumber Co.After sawing the framing for the band 

J moved out.They did this sawing for the Maryland Lumber Co.peter 
_u_ns sold his farm to the company, for a millsite. 

Information. Charlie Callison.Hillsboro.W.Va. 

Winters Cochran Beard. 11 

Frank Knapp. Denmar. 11 


umpt/tmt 

In 19 <7 &CE)) a man by the name of H Strike of Pennsylvania had his 
Circular saw mill in operation on the Lincoln S Cochran farm on the end 
of Droop Mountain overlooking Locust Creek and not far from the Old Droop 
Church,he sawed off and on for near a year and moved out without finishing 


Information.Winters Cochran.Eeard.W.V a. 

Sidney McCoy. • 1 " 
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-Pocahontas 


'o:mty 
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in I9II James Gabert of Locust Creek and at thajr time owne r 
yT : card Hill property operated a circular saw mill just below tbe Ql(i 
m ill .this ie the hollow that Locust Creek winds it's way through 
King t0 the Greenbrier River at Locust which is a flag stop on the c & q 

r railroad. 

Gabbert did his own skidding and only used a skeleton crue 8o 
speak on the mill as he only worked 4 to 5 men on the mill at a tlipe.thie 
timber was mostly Hemlock,White and Red 0 ak and when they had finished 
operating the timber from his own place it was found he had sawed 75.000 
besides sawing 10,000 feet for Illsha and Charlie Callison that they had 
wagoned in from down on the river- this being butt cuts and cull telephone 


poles that were being cut and put out at that time in and around Eeard^J.^a. 

The high grade Gabbert limber was sold to lumber buyers and load¬ 
ed at at Locust a siding on the C & 0 ,the lower grade was sold locally to 
farmers for barn building purposes,while Callison's used what they had saw¬ 
ed at this set erecting new and remodeling old buildings on the CalliBon 


farm. 


This operation finished in 19II* 


Information Sidney McCoy.Beard.W.Va. 

Charlie Caimison.Eillsboro.VMTa. 
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’./eat yir-Jula V.'.J^rs' Pro>ot 

(& 4 ^ Rm M?ont 

C, ’ b - 1Pot OQmaeroe& indy»+ fTy . T .umber Data - 

Research Vorl: er 3,5.Sp.itJk_^ a&setrch TaV:en 

Typist S.G Smithh Date T?ped i/ll/^-I_ 


T.D & Henry Moore. 
Source Marlinton. W.Va. 


Date Filed 
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WMoo mtTC * 4 Industry.Samuel n 

WW Lumber- ' 3mlth -Hllleboro.V,'.Va.rocelionts B Oo 

| W In 1915 Hf nry y 0 ore of 

I / it on Dry Creek a b 7 boueht a 01roular mill Bn4 

d . ^ ° Stony Creek near the rood leading to 

Uowsnd Laurel Creek a„ d just aW 

J The mill was set ,, 

and koore cut and skidded his own logs to be 

aWbe;r that wae uee d on the farm (Moore) in erecting a barn 

ut buildings and upon completion of sawing the logs they had i 

in it was found he had sawed 5a 000 feet. 

The mill is still where it was first set and has been rented to 
different people to saw lumber on. 

( The other operations on this mill will be taken up later as no 
information at present. ) 

Inforrnation.Henry Moore. Marlinton.tf.Va.R.Fd. 
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♦ COH-SRCE AK D IJTUSTHY 


* ls Part or 

I the lumber • , eat Vlreinia ie A ustl y proud or the part it m 

industry. 1 pla yed in 

In l9 03 

I ■“■*' *•>•, ^ZT.T^T"*”* 

®>ey set “** C - p - a"<J a. M. Edfar . 

' 1 mis *°° State road „ ? ' Gre= ' lbrier dlvi£ *°P a»1 aboot 

' ° rk «a and . lcr£ . e ' n ° TO “ R ' 219 ’ bUllt «"“*» bouses for the 

““«« a eoub J b ;;r “ the PlaCe "** ta °™ “ - *»• *he 

r z ^zrjz::: r: r i;arn Tom to —-* 

by R. Th cranberry Railroad Co a onr 

*' ^omas, Pr es . LO * A corporation 

* iley °P £ rated under th 

h SUFt - brother * EITy ^ *"« 3. Warn Gen. 

bookkeeper and atore nanager ^2 **' *?“» ^rt was 

BU9nt Partner aa he at J ff Ge0r£e ’ 3 ^ «. . 
^ "» two trains dally ^ o’ ^ ^ - y . 

cr t ::r a na ^ -- --::: arn Tora — 

8156 —- ^ Z Z 2 Z 2 Z ? Rlver cutting md **«* 

he 1 ' a "° Ue Cranb arr y G ladea are or ^ ^ Sklafilng * 

C °-’ the Federal Prison Carp ls **'* barber 

■--berries were fathered each Z ^ ^ ^ ^ 

am Town furnished a racket for . p I ^ * ° f ^ 6urro “>«0g territory 

nd vicir - ity —* •«., -at, :, 6 -zi\t product£ or mipoiat • 

arn Lumber Co., fin'ev^- * E * 

) iin^shec up ij, i Q , . 

' “ Sl ” Ce tkat W"* the Government 





pure: 


■ ■ra. V’.r-'.rt It. nriUri Fr-'^.ot 


&rea end set aside part of it as a came re- 


* he mov ed f roa . W| 


&rn Town to Haywood near the head’ of the Greenbrier 


lsneo and had shipped all their lumber out the people 

be^ an to move out + ,* , 

>-o otner lumber manufacturing places and to get other 
n ° 60 in ® very short time there v.as but 20 or 3 houses left and 

0t P rese nt there u none . 

- ourc e of Inforraation Court Records — Rarlinton - ' 

, J. 0. i:orrison- Harlinton 

K. C. ^mithe - Hillsboro 

Anna Wallace - Millpoint 









HESIXHCV irc.JTIKICATror KEPOPT 


.Industry. Imabe r Ebt*> 2/6/41 


>0 «ar 0 J 


‘Samuel g Smith 


Dato Reee&rch 


^Tist g 

I,B -C Hayes il 
2-G. A , 

^ G*fi Slmmonj 
# 4 _. n t n, 


- -5. Smith_ Da :e Typv d _2/5/4l J2- ///c,y 

1;L POlnt & G A McHeel"Hillsboro.TT.Va. I/30 & a?! - ??! 

-lire— g« o ng 6 -Ear-tho-lorce-w—Kill§bb'rc5 i jyjj, j_ / " f 1 

•Hillsboro. 17. va. 1/31/41 

^ and Edward lane liillpbint.77.7a. \2/l/4l & 3^5/4ly 











Z^Wtrc. Anrt t ^ i. 

XpTL " nQ Industry gamut 1 C -{..ith .Hillsboro ,7. ,Ve.Pocahontas Co. W 

/ .. out l£<<- , . , - Luir.btr - 

“ r ' Jaime and John bitt of L.-.urt 1 Creek eft their cIt 

/liar ..ill on St •~ ■ 

pln t, Crf ek niar where the Blue Lick achoolhouec now stands ■ 
^^Tj_nd sawed for Jduj/ , . 

V u ren/ii ' John T ^cGraw he at that time owned the land now owned 

/ £ .a w-.naia end hi o 

/ 8 one,this was fine timber and when sawed made fine lumbe* 1 

/ which waa waronen ^ , ■ 

% a t0 Marlinton and sold there as Uarlinton waa building up I 

I , ° ^^ Jne but eoiae of thin lumber was never moved and was a total loss. / I 

Inf ox mat ion. b.C Haye a Millpoint.W.Va. And G.A McNeel Hillsboro. N.Va. 

/ 2- I 

In IS92 Uriah Bird of Karllnton who had a circular mill Bawed a set for I 
Samuel I McNeel of near Hillsboro £he timber coming from the southeast side I 
f of ^ttle Mountain, and owned by McNeel. | 

They logged the mill with two yokes of oxen and & team of horses this 
was done by S.I and G.A McNeel,they sawed 125. COO feet at thin set and from 
thia lumber th.e Samuel McNeel house waa bu±lt # and the lower grade uaed on 
the farm or aold to formers of the Levels . 

information.G.A McNeel Hlllabora.ff.Va.ff Mrs.George Bartholomew.Elll6boTO.TT.v 

- ■ 

r9ir,r2,I3 Grant Smith, of near k'arllnton who had a circular mill 
sawed for- Capt.A.E Smith of Marllnton on Spruce Flat this timber was Spru¬ 
ce and came off of the Clawson McNeill place this waa loggfl. by Smith up to 
near completion and was finished by Frank Hayes of near Seebert fehe mill 
was set below the Spruce Flat Schoolhouse and upon completion it was found 

they had sawed & 00. 000. 
inf ormati on-G . H Simmons . Hi 11 sboro . V.'. Va . 
y In about ISS0 John Marshall and John peters bought the timber from 

that part of the Lee Cackley farm that lays up the Grimes hollow and set th¬ 
eir mill near the Grimes School house,one of two School houses on Stamping 
’ Creek.The mill was logged by Oxen owned by Peters and when sawed wagoned to 
* the river near 7,‘atoga and rafted to Ronceverte. 

. information. D.E Ruckman.Millpoint. W.Va. 

Idward Lane. Millpoint. 11 








































• smith Hll 
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MY ^H.HTUSBOBO.W.VA.POCAB^ — 

r:r“. 0 ^ Snd ^ " lth M " - —ar e„ , U1 

fox any one wanting sawing done and hia -fM 

. _ first operation was for TilHeon 

asp r Auldridge of Buckeye, on swage Cxeek thl - took ^ 

During this time and prior to this time there we r e „ nume roue operatimB 

on the Greenbrier Rive r also on Snapps Creek and all above B ucke y e as 

gs were cut all along up the river some we r e n e ar the rive r others 

when cut fen ia the river and sp when high water came they' wou i d drlft 

dorm the river to the mou th of Swago Creek and the r e lodge ln a rackhe a p 

-d had accumilate d many ttpund feet of log8>al8o ^ ^ ^ 

the c.& 0 right-away drifted to this turn in the river and were forced 
out in the rackheap,so all they had to do was to take a team and skid 
the logs to the mill a sfeort distance awa y this was the main part of 

this operation but fro, 15 to thousand was out fro, the Auldridge 
far, besides the logs that had drifted ln fro, up the river . 

This was a small operation therefore but fe„ ,en were U se d eo 
when It finished up in OI.it went out unnoticed. They cdt something 11* 
150, 000 feet at thl* operation and moved the mill on up the Oreenhriei 

River where it hirne* up.Host of the lumber cut at this set was eold 
locally-. 

Inforaation.Robertr L Puffenbarger.Harloton 

John B Buckley Buckeye,tf.y a . 

Ja 7 »» It ,, 

William Buckley, 1 , ,, 




Smith 
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j/ /J-6^ —’"*‘rc»«+ v*r-l nia Writer** Freject 
aES^tRCH IDT-TIFIOITICS REPORT 

Sub >ot c 

' rc - ? -i —laduahy ■ T.urr.h e-r Cate 1/^T/tfJ 

Soaea-O ' P 4 1)0 ^ Sawnlll- '---_ 

?r 3jmieiJJ_Sgitfi-J*t. Rc.earcb ^Jwa I/2 P/J«_a_ b efo re 


Tj ‘ pist Saauei c 


a*te TS-ped 


'•’iHle L'cleeper-- B 3uc3i::Ley *** Filed 

r »Annie Ackieon And Nancy A ^--«-- - 

P 1 teNem am of Euckeye.tf.ra. >; * $ Xo 

c S History and Court Records ;ia 

Karlinton.TT.'ra. - . r — I*Y 

' ' V- 

ZZir* - — — *» “ ** ra8 .gg; t0 flB1-1 

* .'I es this was the final data needed- 











C!oniro«?rce And Industry .Samuel n 

Lumber Hit o-^-PocW.. Co. 

JO hnBueue, *ho ma born 1774 „ d one of tM a£ttiers ^ p ^_ 

^ haVl " S SeMled the °*-»*i* Hirer near tbe BO utb of S.ago 

F "’ 1 bUllt “ d ° pemed “ U P * *« .a* mill near where the creek emptlle 
f jnto the river. 

A race was dug from where Walter Orahama filling station now stands 
down through the park McNeill farm across where the old County road now runs 
and to the Buckley farm that is now owned by C.A Young this race was dug by 


slaves of the J 3 uckle y e and the Idmietons from The LitELe Lev.eiB and at that 
time living on Locust Creek and no doubt the slaves of James Edmiston. 

This mill was built about IS 00 by John Buckley the grandfather of 


John B Buckley now residing on the old Buckley homestead this mill was op¬ 
erated by the builder John Buckley,then by his son Joshua and in IS 62 or $ 
Timothy Cloonan bought the farm he operated the mill for a while and in I 867 
John W Skiles bought the farm but only kept it until IS 69 end sold it to Ly¬ 
alina Amos the wife of Andy Amos and in IS70 Amos repaired the mill and used 
it for a while but around 75 to 80 it ceased to operate and this was the la¬ 
st of the Up And Dora sawmill ,a gristmill was run in connection with this 
mill both using the power made by the waterwheel and in IS9S Pvalina Amos 
who r/as a sister to M. J Mclieei of the Levels sold the farm to Jasper Auldrid- 
ge add he sold it to itspresent owner s C.A and Nora Young and today the race 
is very plain and you can see where the mill set. 

This operation took place at what is known as Buckeye,but back years 
ago it was known as Buckeye Cove.w.Va.when this mill was operated by the Bu- 

ley8 * G.D McNeill.Buckeye.w.Va. Prices History.By Andrew Price 

Information.John B Buckliey.Buckeye.W.Va. Court Records.Uarlinton.W.Va. 

JillIs McKeever.Buckeye.W.Va. Annie Adkison & Nancy A McNeill 

Buckeye. 77. va. 

This mill did custom sawing as well as sawing logs into lumber for the 
>wner which often was sold to the nearby farmers as lumber was very hard to 
: et from the first to after the middle of the ig th century. 
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Commerce And Industry. Samuel Q qmlth um.v. 

LurnWr-Ooto d^ ^n 8 lth 8m *'»«>-W.V«. y0 o. 11 „„ ta . Ob. 

About 1875 J»oob Mend 0 f near HiU.boro aho oimcd 1 and on 3ta np . 


ing Creek had an .Up And Down mill built 
where T.’.P Derafleid now live 8 . 


on the head of Stamping Creek near 


They logged this mill with 3 yoke of cattl e and a team of horses, 
Henry Roae drove a team and assisted on the mill he lived on Stamping Creek 
Granville MoNeei did the sawing he was a eon of Jacob, and it was on this 
mill that the lumber was sawed that built the Jacob McNeei house and better 
known aB the Alex McNeei house also the lumber that was used In the Method¬ 
ist Parsonage at Hillsboro was sawed by Granville McNeil on this mill right 
after this operation Granville w e n t West and settled there. 

Information.G.A UcNeei Hillsboro.W.Va. 


James Jordan. 





■Vest Virginia Writers • Project 
RESEARCH IDENTIFICATION REPORT 


^bjeotcommcrce ind ustry.Lumber. r* t e jT 24 / 41 _ 

Research Worker Samuel G 8m 1th _ Date Research Taken 1 / 22 *23./^! 


^ 1 “ t Samuel Q_3mi1;b,_ 

S_,„. Ed eaJ L Smith.Watoga.W.Va. 
^ceiiaryin, C 8mlth.HlllBboro.W.'gu 
James R Rurfanarf.VIIlpdEatTSTTVa. 


Date Typed l/2 3/^-I 
Date Filed 
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nd IndU8try ' Sa -^ e l o Smith Hillaboro.W.Va.Pocahontas Co. 
PT/,4/M Lumber-Up 4 Down ulll _ 


« L/UWn Will— 

of ste he u lth * J&Ving BOld out at Pinpoint and located at the mouth 
Stephens Hole Run n e ar * here the ^ ^ the Greenbrler ^ ^ 

re that Jame 8 Smith with the assistance of his sons William,iBaao 
Joseph,and Jacob built an Up & Down sawmill at this location about IS56 
tbe y put ina waterwheel i n Stephens Hole Run this furnished their p0 we r to 

rUn thE raim 811(1 above the miHL they had a tanyard they worked at when 

they were not sawing. 

It was on this mill that the lumber was 6awed that built the Isaac 
' Smith house also the lumber that built the gristmill was sawed on this Up & 
Down mill,the logs coming from the North along Stephens H ole Run,they were 
mostly Hemlock^ and White Pine and from this same section and on this mill 
lumber was sawed and delivered to the Levels to the many farmers to e r e c t 
houses and barns as the Llittle Levels was building up fast at that time and 
they we r e i n need 0 f lufrer so so they found a ready market for all they cou¬ 
ld saw,but as a grist mill was badly needed in this section they decided to 
tear down the Up & Down mill and e r e c t a grist mill which they did and it was 
in operation for many years,and today this is an old landmark in the Little 
Levels District|of which the writer is proud as Jame e was the Great grarffather 
Joseph my Grandfather and Isaac and William great uncles of Samuel Glenn 
Smith this writer. )) the B e old ge n *le m e n were pioneers in their profession 
milling and tanning. 

Informat ion. Edgar L Smith. Watoga.W.Va. (son of Isaac) 

Marvin C Smith.Hillsboro.W.Va.( son of Joseph) 

James r Ruckman.Millpoint .W.V a. 


•Teat Virginia Writers' Project 

research identification report 


>b >otCgffxne^ce & Industry. Lumber rate 1/24/41 

S '* roh ’' orkor _ n,t. I/ 22 , 2 3 / tl 

^Tist Samuel _tat. T;Tea _t/24/‘H 











Commerce And Industry. Sanuel „ Smith. HUlaborc, 
- LUMBER- 

In I6S9 Wiliam Overholt of Hillsboro bought what 


•Va.Pocahontas Co. 
merchantable che_ 


lU h#r# " a ° « Cranberry on the lands of Capt.William uceel 
japt. Alfred Idgar of Hillsboro.this timber layed on the headwaters of Cran- 

berry River. 


Overholt employed Charlie Callison of Greenbrier County who had a 
Circular Sawmill to operate it for him,he did the outting,skidding and bs- 
wing this operation was completed i n lg<?0 the year of the deep snow and 
Overholt started sledding it out,he kept his horses in a small barn at the 
camp and when the deep snow fen the weight being so great on the roof it 
collapsed and it was only luck that the horses were not crushed under ^ 
when it fell in,after remodeling the barn he proceeded with the lumber hau¬ 
ling, it was taken by sleds and four horse teams to the mouth of Stamping 
2reek where the lumber was put in the Greenbrier River and rafted to Ron- 
jeverte where it was bought by lumber dealers and shipped from there to fu- 
•niture factories all ov«r the east. 

Mitchell 

Callison moved his mill from Cranberry to the^Gordon place on Beav- 
r Dam or better known as the headwaters of Williams River. 


Information.James Jordan.Hillsboro.W.Va. 




West Vir.-inia Writers• Project 
RESEARCH IDL;.' TI r ICA TI ON REPORT 


° UbJe ot Oonmero e And__induet ry._ 

®scar 0 h V-or ] re 6 ague I Q Smith_ 

Typist Smith__ 

" r °° KcGuir.e.Marlinton^V/..Va 

Harry Varner. n m 

Collie Gibson. .■ .1 

Su eie Rider. ,, ,, 


Rate 3/6/41 


Date Research Taken $/2&/kl 


Date Typed 3 /6 /4l 


Date Filed 
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Co=merce And Industry. Samuel o Smlth.Hlllsboro.IT.Va. Pocahontas O o. 
Lumber— „ «-*— 

B.H Srait^jfcperated on Ilk River in 1927 Me first set nss 
/ Karry Varn "» lo esed by Varner the eawyer was O.F (Bud) Shite of Cam- 
? belltown,his second set was at Harry Sheltons in 1927 & 26 this set was logged 
by Forest Gibson and sawyer White, it these two sets they sawed 900.000 

Smiths 3 r d.aet was on the Jamea Gibson farm near the stone 
quaxy this set was sawed by White and logged by, Forest Gibson and here they 
cut between 25 O and 300»000 this took place in 1926 . 

His 4th.set was at Clark Hannahs in 1929 logged by. Clark 
Hannah and sawed by White.Some logs were cut on the Sam Jackson place but 
wned by Jake Gibson.Here they sawed 500. 000. 

In 1937 Smith had his circular mill set on the James GibBon 
trm near where Harry Thomas lives at this set they sawed logs from tfhe follcw- 

g farmsMollie Gibsons logged by Earry Varner and Dock Gibson.George Gays Iqg- 

S 

ed by Forest Gibson,W.H Shelton farm and the Busie Rider farm skidded by For- 
; Gibson and abouin I 00. 000 from thB Jake Moore place owned by James Gibson 
n this set was finished they had cut about 6 00.000 and from here Smith moved 
rill to Browns Creek. 

This lumber was trucked to Marlinton for shipment out over 

C40, 

Information.C.G McGuire.Marlinton.77.Va. 

Harry Varner. Mar lint on. W.Va. 

>llie Gibson and Susie Rider Marlinton.W.Va. 


7 




Ti'est Vir-inia t/ritera* Project 

research id:.! t:fication report 


PS .* In duet ry 


■oh Taken 3/5Al 


_G_ Smith 


Ifate I^'ped 3/6/4l 


■ouri 


Date Filed 


Hillsboro, 










r c “ tod °- 0o . 

r-r r~ Bcvcrase -—* — k of ^ bought a 

c; rrr the fonwinE pe ° pu *» *-« ***** . 

i Jo>» Will Sheets place, a set near the 


T'* ~~ ' “ car tne Neleon lioore place these were mostly 

f 5 ' ,8nd ’" aS 8kl4ded by “° 011nt “> “O "amp Galf ord.The luaher warned to Bu- 
*** and rafted to Ronceverte.moet of the lumbar rafted to Ronaeverte TO s bou- 

«»* by 8 ““ by the name 01 Speagle of N.T and went to f umpire f actor la all 
over the eastern part of the u.S. 

They also sawed for McClintic on Dry Creek the timber coming from the John 
rmstrong place all the timber sawed for Hunter McClintic was skidded by him 
ad Hamp Galf or d. 

A set was sawed for William McClintic this set was between the Galford 
'use and the McClintic residence and known now as McClintic Farms. 

David W Loudermilk was sawyer on all their operations. 

The Williams River section furnished a big percent of the lumbering oper- 
;ions of this Co.from back in the SO ies to 1920 and since that time only 
r 3 mills have operated back there,as the government has bought the grater 
rt of this section for reforestation purposes and in yearsto come no doubt 
is section will be the scene of great lumber manufacturing there-by furnish 
)loyment to the people of Pocahontas County as in days gone by. 

Information. 7f.G Me Keev er. Buckeye. 1 ,7. Va. 

G.H Simmons Hillsboro .17. Va. 

4.17 McNeill.Buckeye.17.Va. 

3.A.W McNeill.» i •• 
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commerce And i„d uatl : v - , ' . 

Beverage ... X-Samuel c Smith uni. h „ 
m rs?4 r Z ^^^-(lumter 1 ; 1116 ^ 0 —Rentas Co. 

y Washington Beverage a * 

ea r d — f » «*«- huc,! 7Zu\T mik both of —■ 

residence Wte !^ ^ .ill mas s, t 

run the boiler with. fl ° m the Fall ^E Spring to 

Buckman logged the mill rlth a team of h 

ae operation hut the eklddm the fl -t of 

Unties two teams of oxenli ^ **«-* hcO- 

Hntlc. dTlV6n * ^— -0 **n Uaupln for Ko0 _ 

CMP8 "" " Rde *° °“ e *«' ‘Be men and etablee for the oxen 

-an ho7a«L^t^e TOfl ““ *" ^ ** «“* **» * 

d With the cooking at the cam. 

Inf—77. n _..... 


I To'L?^ kMn Pinpoint.iT.Va. 

urs u c Hin ? boro -;: 
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Samuel .G. Smith. 
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S.P Ruckman.Millpoint. 11 

Harper Adkison.Marlinton.'' 

G.A McNeel.Hillsboro. ” 

A.W MCNeill.Buckeye. " 

i.L Smith.Watoga. M 


Date Filed 


.Some of this infbrmatin’" waa.Obtain ed 
before above dateg^>ttt3'jiot oomplete 
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/ Mm ”' rce * o s «th , llta , 1 

W n H4 . K.. _ Hllleboro.w.Va.pocehontae Co. 

Pa ‘ b ° USht oa stamp. 


In 19 (fc a man bv th*> „ „ ^ 

V thC name OT Rider from 


I* Crlfk lr0m V ' allace Ruckman 72 acre a fior 0 2 00 00 
y*™ f 01 8 2 °°- 00 M4« sat hie circular mill ““ 7 ° acr '° > ffi. 

/|V M rry,finest 4 Frank Harper of Hillsboro a a ^ * harP ***“ “ a '“P^ysd 
iilllls Hi 11, Rom ay Dorman and Renick Ryder tb ” ^ ^ "« a 

Viltaln of Webster Co.tea killed * a faUlt tT " ° 

I Inf.penlck Ryder.ifillpolnt.w.Va. ' *” <h * ° uttln ® of tke timber. 


D.E Ruckman. 


( 


m W I -H Williams bought the timber on R 5 acres from^ a^so 7 
of near Harlinton in the wee Flats and set his mill.karvin Carter of 

con; ted the skidding.This mas mostly Oak and chestnut.This ras sated by dames 
Collins as sawyer. 

Inf-Harper Adkison iiarlinton W.Ya. 

Russel dumber Co. a Heading Mill. ~~~~ -“- 

Russel was^m Uk^idXT^lL^s 0 ^ ^"supt. 

I 7olT 1 V° tlmm “ I1MnS "* Ea ” yer - i “ ry Adila ° a dragon crimes of kill. 

v, :rr::r::r “ ——- -——- 

Inf.G.A McKeel.Hillsboro.W.Va. 

A. IV licl,'fill. Buckeye. V/.Va. 

Greenbrier Lumber Co. ~ --—---- 

dohn Alexander set bis circular mill aoross the Greenbrier Hirer from the 
air grounds to sat for this Co.Alexander had teams but hired some skidding 

done so he hired Idgar L Smith and Sherman Pyles of near Watoga .they skidded 
as far down the river as tha , „ 

ollow below Stillwell,and here Smith killed hie 

tt£.m as he pu t them over +>,« i_. 

h log dump or landing they fell close 100 feet almost 
straight down( NO Date!) ’ ’ 

Inf.I. L Smith.Watoga.'.V.Va. 
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Tf ««e*rch ITorhor Samuel Q Smith_ 

r ypl8t ^Sa muel g S mith_ 

• ovrctC.Q KcGuir e .Marlint on.'iT.Va 
Harry Varner. * •» ,v 

Harland Gibson. »• »» 












C £ Induetry Samuel g Smith pni * - 

• ^Llgnoro... .Va.FocahontaB County. 

Lumber - 

J&mee Collins of CampbeHtown who had a circular mill b&w- 
i Ilians & PlfCr Lumber Oo. located at karllnton the main men in 
th e i.illiams A Pifer Lum.Co.were I. H YTilliams end A-C Pifer of liarlinton bes¬ 
ides some stockholders.Collins set his mill on the Crooked Fork of Ilk on the 
E.H DlHey tract.This timber was cut and skidded by W.E& Divers Sharp of Lau¬ 


rel Creek.They 6awed 125 . COO for W.& p Lum.Co.by the thousand.and in the spri¬ 
ng of ^2 0 Collins sawed for- Williams & Pifer on the W.A Varner tract later own¬ 
ed by James Gibson,this was cut and skidded by James Gibson at this set they 
sawed J00. 000 and in 1921 Collins Bet his mill on the Clark Hannah farm but 
getting mosjr of the timber from W.A Varner and it was at this set that ClarkA 
Hugh Hannah bought this mill from Collina and they hired pete Vilfong and J.V 
UcKenneyto do the sawing Wilfong of Stonybotjrom and McKenney of near I dray. 

Clark Hannah and Hugh set the mill on the Jake Gibson farm and sawed 
logs from the Sam Galford farm the Jake Gibson farm and some on Clark Hannahs 
farm on the Gibson Knob,this se t was sawed by Pete Wilfong and skidded by Cl¬ 
ark Hannah. 

This lumber was handled by I.B Bumgardner of Stonybottom.W.Va. 

In 1922 & 23 the mill was moved to Hugh Hannahs and here they cut 200. 
COO and here Clark sold out to Hugh.This set was logged by C.G HcGuire,Veo Ha¬ 
nnah and Harry Varner and upon completion the mill was sold to H.Shearer. 

Informaticn.C.G HcGuire.iiarlinton.W. Va. 

Harry Varner. 1 ' ' • 

Earland Gibson. " ' 1 















r ” ce —.**«, Kllleboro .„ a , ooshoatM co . 

W Lumber- 

I / Bums of Hillsboro and Vsn Scott of Anthonys Creek opcra- 

k£ ted ' ClrCUUr mU1 ln T »e Little Levels In !9 OJ they sowed for Dr.y.T Ec- 
Cllntic then of Hillsboro.B.Va.one set naa on Stompln B Creek the timber com- 
_£rcm_ lng from the Blue Lick prong of the creek and from the lands of Eat hews Ruo- 

_ Sub jc kman. 

—The timber was cut and skidded by Russel,John and Sisler Sylvia just 
Kav before they went 'Jest.The sawyer was katt Hall, 
want They sawed another set for S.J Payne of Hillsboro.W.Va.the timber co 

cou: raing from the Lee Cackley farm of Stamping Creek.This timber was dEJb jfa ski 

time dded by Henry & Thoraas(Tom ) Rose a^8ut by Lucian Curry and his son William o 
ypua near Jacox W.Va. 

g Information B.C Hayes liillpoint.W. Va. 


krs.A.E Long.Hillsboro.W.Va. 
D.E Ruckman Millpoint.W.Va. 






3 or 4 of Pocahontas Countys largest lumber operations that I 
-ant to E et before I quit the limbering part of Chapter seven as this 
c °unty was outstanding in the lumber industry from early to the present 
time and I havent dealt with the upper end of the Co.so far but as per 
ypu* request will finish the lumbering up at once but feel sure I should 
E e t the ones mentioned as they were the Countys largest. 

The enclosed report was started some time ago but not com- 
p lete enough to send in until this time. 





